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GMA invocation of God 
angers religious leaders 


By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Gil C. Cabacungan 


PRESIDENT MACAPA- 


PHI 


gal-Arroyo's invocation of 
God to justily her stay in 
office amid questions of 
legitimacy has unsettled, 
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One woman 
in women's 
mind on 
Women's Day 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


FOR THE THOUSANDS WHO 
marched in Makati City yester- 
day, International Women's Day 
was all about one woman: Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Housewives, teachers, stu- 
dents, professionals, children and 
members of the urban poor re- 
newed their call for the ouster of 
Ms Arroyo in the first major 
protest action since she lifted her 
declaration of a state of national 
emergency on Friday. 

"We're certainly not celebrat- 
ing her. We're repudiating her on 
International Womens Day. 
Thats a slap on her. You cannot 
celebrate women’s rights and 
welfare and the struggle to liber- 
ate women without denouncing 
this particular woman,” said Car- 
ol Araullo, chair of the militant 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan. 

“She shows the worst qualities 
of masochists. She is boastful, she 
tramples upon the rights of others 

and because the majority of Fil- 
ipinos are women, she is abusing 
therights of women,” Araullo said. 

Corazon “Dinky” Soliman, Ms 
Arroyo's resigned social welfare 
secretary, said it was unfortunate 
that the incumbent happened to 
bea woman: 

"It is one of the ironies. She is 
not honest to the principles of 
‘women in the Philippines and the 
‘women’s movement in general, 
[which are] based on truth, jus- 
tice and peace ... All of that she 
was not able to fulfill.” 

‘Among 10 of the key officials 
who resigned in July last year, the 
height of the controversy that im- 
plicated Ms Апоуо in election 
fraud, Soliman remembered cele- 
"hrating International Women's Day 
with the President in Malacafiang 
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TAKING IT IN STRIDE: Even as the rallies of the Int’ Women's Day heat up with clamor for her ouster, а cool 
President Arroyo walks back to her Palace office after the live broadcast of her regular roundtable discussion. 
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Samuel Lee released 
after posting P360,000 bail 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 
and Armand N. Nocum 


‘SAMUEL LEE, A SUSPECTED SMUGGLER WITH 
purported ties to First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
"Mike" Arroyo, was released by the police yester- 
day after posting ball 

"Lee posted P360,000 in cash bond. (He was) · 
ordered released (by a Manila Regional Trial 
Court). We released him at around 6 p.m.," Supt. 

SAMUEL LEE/ AB 


Criminal raps poised 
vs Revillame, TV execs 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


17 liable for stampede 


CRIMINAL CHARGES WERE RECOMMENDED 
yesterday by the National Bureau of Investigation 
against those it deemed responsible for the Feb. 4 
stampede at the PhilSports Arena (formerly Ultra) 
in Pasig City that killed 71 people and injured 957 


others. 


Facing charges of "reckless im- 
prudence resulting in multiple 
homicide and multiple injuries" 
in the Department of Justice are 
12 officers and employees of the 
ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp., in- 
cluding Charo Santos-Concio, ex- 
ecutive vice president; Maria So- 
corro Vidanes, senior vice presi- 
dent of the television production 
Cipriano 
Luspo, assistant vice president 
and head of security; and Wilfre- 
do "Willie" Revillame, host of the 
daily game show “Wowowee.” 
Five other persons outside the 
network are also facing similar 


department; 


charges. 


Bach count of the offense is 
punishable by up to six years in 


prison, 


‘The NBI recommended the fil 
ing of administrative charges 
against Pasig Mayor Vicente Eu- 


sebio in the Department of Inte: 
or and Local Government, for 
suing a permit to the network 
without asking for а compiehen- 
sive security plan. 

NBI officer in charge Nestor 
Mantaring said the investigators 
cleared the Pasig police and the 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
ment Authority of liability, He 
said ABS-CBN personnel had not 
coordinated with the government 
agencies in the planning of the 
event. 

In a statement, ABS-CBN ex- 
pressed concern over what it said 
was the “selective manner” with 
which the NBI conducted the in- 
vestigation, “particularly in not 
charging members of the [Philip- 
pine National Police]" and "over- 
looking and disregarding their 
megligence and culpabilities by 
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Singapore rewards 
2 Filipinas with cash 


By Volt Contreras 


OVER A DECADE AGO, SINGA- 
pore drew outrage among Fil- 
ipinos over the execution of do- 
mestic helper Flor Contempla- 
cion, her story still a haunting re- 
minder of the stress and uncer- 

z tainties faced by the Filipina 


"DH" abroad. 


But last month, the tíny but af- 
fluent city-state honored two Fil- 
ipino maids, chosen from among 
tens of thousands of foreign 


Antiriot cops mar women’s rally, arrest lawmaker 


By Dj Yap 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY WAS 
marked yesterday by antiriot police dis- 
persing an assembly of women activists 
and arresting two of their leaders, in- 
cluding Akbayan Rep. Risa Hontiveros 
Baraquel. 

"This arrest is veritable proof that de- 
spite the lifting of Presidential Ргосја- 
mation No, 1017, the President is bent 


‘Superman’s’ 
widow dies of 
lung cancer, 44 


WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK—A YEAR 
and a half after her husband died, the 
widow of Christopher Reeve of the Su- 
perman” movies, succumbed to lung 
cancer, She was 44. 

Dana Reeve, the singer-actress 
married the strapping star and then 
devoted herself to his care and his 
cause after he was paralyzed. 

Although Dana Reeve had an- 
nounced her cancer diagnosis in Au- 
gust last year—to an outpouring of 
sympathy and support from admirers 

SUPERMAN'S) AB 
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‘on violating civil liberties to silence 
those who simply wish to have the truth. 
exposed,” Baraquel later said at Camp 
Karingal, where she was taken. 

She was released yesterday after- 
moon after a group of lawyers and her 
fellow lawmakers, including Partido ng 
Manggagawa Rep. Renato Magtubo 
and Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, invoked 
her immunity from suit as a member of 
Congress. 


NOW AND FOREVER: Dana Reeve 
had sung the song п January, They are 
now together again never more to part. 


певао есы: 


But ground commander Senior Supt. 
Blmo San Diego said Baraquel had only 
been “invited for questioning." 

Also taken into police custody was 
Alliance of Progressive Labor (APL) sec- 
retary general Joshua Mata, who was 
plucked from the crowd during the dis- 
persal. 

Mata said the rough dispersal was 
proof that the administration of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo was “patently 


insecure” because it had to resort to со- 
ercive ways to stifle dissent. 

According to Akbayan information 
officer Percy Cendafia, Mata was 
charged with violating Batas Pambansa 
Мо. 880, or the illegal assembly law, be- 
fore an assistant city prosecutor, 

Baraquel's supporters said she would 
file charges of physical assault, grave 
misconduct and violation of parliamen- 
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LPG shows poverty now 
wears a woman's face 


By Vincent Cabreza 

PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
and Kate Pedroso 

PDI Research 


POVERTY WEARS A WOMAN'S FACE. 
‘Many households in Metro Manila 


+ cannot afford liquefied petroleum gas, 


according to a survey conducted by the 
Center for Women's Studies (CWS), 
Myrna, a government employee 
from Laguna, now uses wood instead 
of LPG if she has to boil meat—a task 
that takes more time and, therefore, 
consumes more fuel. That practice 
has allowed her to extend her LPG 
consumption to two months from one 
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and a half months. 

Fe, a manici from Laguna, finds it 
cheaper to buy her family's food from a 
nearby store. If she has to, she uses her 
LPG only for frying. The current LPG 
tank she uses was bought last Decem- 
Бег 

Магу Jane Guan, CWS executive di- 
rector, said on Tuesday that the survey 
put a “woman's face” to the state of 
poverty in the county. 

Speaking at a forum at the University 
of the Philippines Baguio, Guan said 39 
percent of 200 mothers that the CWS 
randomly surveyed in January said they 
had abandoned LPG in favor of meals 
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workers employed there. 

Elizabeth Yanos Quiatchon, 
38, was named Singapore's "For- 
eign Domestic Worker of the 
Year,” the Department of Foreign 
Affairs reported yesterday. The ci- 
tation came with а 552,500 
(P82,500) cash prize. 

‘Another Filipino, Marina 
Bayabay Garcia, placed third and 
the award carried а S$1,200 
(P39,600) purse. 

Quiatchon has been working 

SINGAPORE/AB 


BODILY CARRIED into a police vehicle, 


Akbayan Rep. Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel 


trles to break free from the cops who claim 
tobe “inviting” her “for questioning.” 
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‘WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Eastom Visayas and Mindanao wi experience божу 
shes with scared anshoers and isolated thunderstorms be 
Comin widespread rains over Mindanao which тау tigger fash- 
foods an tandedes. The rest at Luzon and Visayas wil be Соку 
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Journalists slam censorship 


By Alcuin Papa 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S DECLARA- 
tion of a state of national emergency has placed 
press freedoms under siege again 20 years after 
the fall of the dictator Ferdinand Marcos, journal- 


ists said yesterday. 


In a petition before the Court 
of Appeals, nine journalist groups 
and organizations and about 
three dozen individual news peo- 
ple asked the court to stop the 
government from imposing cen- 
sorship and prior restraint on the 

~ press. 

“The threat of official interven- 
tion — in the form of administra- 
tive sanction or criminal prosecu- 
tion -isjustas damaging toa free 
press as the fact of it," the petition 
said. 

Although the President lifted 
the emergency last Friday, gov- 
еттеп? moves against the me- 
dia could have a lasting chilling 
effect, the journalists said. 

Ms Arroyo said she imposed 
the week-long emergency, which 
ended fast Friday, to foil a coup 
plot by a cabal of leftists and 
rightists. 


Magnified in media 

In her decree, Proclamation 
1017, the President said the 
claims of the coup plotters “have 
been recklessly magnified by cer- 
tain segments of the national me- 
dia.” 

Tt gave the government powers 
to ban rallies, arrest people with- 
out warrants and crack down on 
inflammatory media. 

Police subsequently raided the 
Daily Tribune, a newspaper criti- 
cal of Ms Arroyo, and troops were 
deployed around the two largest 
‘TV networks. 

The National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission also reminded 
radio and TV stations of prohibi- 
tions on the broadcast of “rebel- 
lious, terrorist propaganda” and 
statements that "propose or incite 


treason, rebellion or sedition.” 

In a phone interview, Maria 
Ressa, head of the news division 
of ABS-CBN, one of the court pe- 
titioners, said the suit was their 
way of “holding officials account- 
able for what they say” 

The petition asked the CA to 
prohibit Executive Secretary Ed- 
uardo Ermita, Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez, Philippine Ма- 
tional Police chief Gen. Arturo 
Lomibao and National Telecom- 
munications Commission Chair 
Ronald Solis from “stopping, рго- 
hibiting or censoring the publica- 
tion or airing of speech..." 

Itsaid that even with the lifting of 
Proclamation 1017, the three offi 
Ча continue to “review and moni- 
tor. [and] threaten the press.” 

Interviewed last Tuesday for 
the first time since lifting the 
state of emergency, Ms Arroyo re- 
minded journalists that “freedom 
comes with responsibility” 

"1 do not always seek ‘praise re- 
leases,’ I look for a journalist ... 
who does not just praise, in fact 
often criticizes, but also knows 
the limits,” she told GMA radio 
anchor Mike Enriquez. 

Vice President Noli de Castro 
yesterday said that only “lazy 
journalists” are unable to achieve 
abalanced reportage. 

A former broadcast journalist, 
De Castro said he agreed with the 
President that the media should 
be “fair” in their reporting. 

Asked if he thought the media 
have been fair, De Castro said: 
“There are those who are not fair. 
But there are also those who are 
fair, especially the seasoned 
broadcaster" With AFP and 
Nikko Dizon 


WHAT COUP PLOT? Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim talks to reporters at the National Bureau of Investigation to deny allegations of a conspiracy of 
renegade soldiers and communist rebels to oust President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 
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No coups, says sacked general 


By Margaux Ortiz 


ARMY BRIG. GEN. DANILO LIM, WHO WAS 
dismissed from his post and detained for al- 
legedly plotting against President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, denied that he had conspired with 
communist rebels to oust the President. 

“There was no coup. It is not true I am in- 
volved in an alliance with the Left. I will never 
allow myself to be in that position," said Lim, 
the former First Scout Ranger Regiment com- 
mander, in his first public appearance since 
his arrest on Feb. 24. 

Lim, who appeared at the National Bureau 
of Investigation yesterday to testify in the in- 
quiry into the Time magazine article implicat- 
ing him, later faced reporters and answered 
questions on the various issues he is facing. 

Lim, who arrived at the NBI under heavy 
guard, denied any knowledge of alleged ef- 
forts by the renegade Magdalo group of offi- 
cers to recruit soldiers and ally with leftist 
groups to cust the President. 

"It would be unthinkable for me, a general of 


the AFP and commander of the Scout Ranger reg- 
iment to enter into such arrangement. How can I 
face my men if deal with the Left?” he said. 

Lim said Armed Forces Chief Gen. Gen- 
eroso Senga “could testify that I did not con- 
vince him to join any coup plot on Feb. 23." 

Senga put Lim under his custody after un- 
covering an alleged plan by the dismissed 
Scout Ranger commander to lead his troops 
to an opposition rally that would call for the 
President's resignation. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita yester- 
day stood pat on its claim that a cabal of rene- 
забе soldiers, including Lim, were in a conspira- 
y with leftist groups to overthrow Ms Arroyo. 

Ermita said the evidence would be made 
public when Lim and the other alleged con- 
spirators are charged in a court-martial. 

Lim said he never gave any orders for his 
troops to move to Metro Manila from Bulacan. 

*] should have had my Scout Rangers with me 
if was indeed involved in a coup plor,” he said. 

Lim admitted that his regiment received a 
P4 million donation from the Saludo sa Kawal 
Pilipino Foundation set up by deposed Presi- 
dent Estrada, now on trial for corruption. 

But he said it was received by the regi- 
теп sergeant-major, not himself, in behalf 
of a cooperative which Lim established three. 
years ago to lend money to soldiers’ families. 

*1 could not care less about the source of 
the money as long as it would be used for the 
soldiers and their families," Lim said. 

“But it was definitely not used for any coup 
attempt," he added. 


Lim also denied heading a military break- 
away group called Para Sa Bayan, which he 
said was the Reform the Armed Forces Move- 
ment's motto in the late 1980s. 

“My name is often being used by people 
whom I do not know from Adam,” he said 
with some irritation. 

He recalled having been involved asa young. 
Army captain in the 1989 coup attempt against 
President Aquino, and has been dissuading 
restive young officers to follow the same path. 

Reynaldo Esmeralda, the head of the NBI Spe- 
cial Task Force, said Lim was asked to appear in 
the agency's probe into a Time magazine article. 
implicating him and Jose "Peping" Cojuangco 
and Pastor "Boy" Saycon in the foiled coup. 

Ina letter to the NBI, Lim said he “did not 
conspire with anyone against the President 
and neither did I talk to Mr. Saycon as report- 
ed” in the Time article. 

But NBI officer in charge Nestor Mantaring 
said that while Lim denied having knowledge 
of the alleged conversation with Saycon, the 
general did not dismiss the possibility of talk- 
ing to Saycon on Feb. 23. 

Тһе Philippine Army leadership apparently 
sees nothing wrong in the First Scout Ranger 
Regiment's soliciting P4 million from ousted 
President Estrada. 

Мај. Bartolome Васато, an Army 
spokesman, said what mattered was that the 
solicitation was made in the name of the 
Scout Rangers’ cooperative and that the mon- 
ey appeared tobe intact. With Gil C. Caba- 
cungan, Dona Pazzibugan and AFP 
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Sequestration of 4 


Tan firms 


By Nelson F Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN FIFTH DIVISION 
yesterday revoked the government's seques- 
tration of four firms owned by taipan Lucio 
‘Tan after the Presidential Commission on 
Good Government failed to prove the legality 
of the seizure orders issued in 1986. 

Tn а 59-page decision issued last March 2 
by Justice Teresita Diaz Baldos, the antigraft 
court ordered the government to cease from 
further involvement in the control and man- 
agement of Allied Banking Corp., Fortune To- 
bacco Corp., Foremost Farms and Sharehold- 
ings Inc, 

"The antigraft court declared as null and 
void the writs of sequestration issued against 
Tar's shares in Allied Bank, Foremost Farms, 
Fortune Tobacco and Shareholdings. 

‘The Sandigan also nullified the writs of se- 
questration issued on the shares of stock of 
Mariano Tanenglian, 115 Holdings and Devel- 
opment Gorp., Virgo Holdings and Develop- 
ment Corp. and Jewel Holdings, Inc. in the 
four companies. 

"The Court finds and so holds that the 
questioned writs of sequestration were issued 
without the requisite prima facie factual foun- 
dation that the properties covered thereby are 
‘l-gotten' wealth. (T)here is sufficient reason. 
to impel this Court to declare them as null and 
void and to terminate the role of government 
as conservator of the properties covered 
thereby,” the Sandiganbayan ruling seid. 


revoked 


Fifth Division Associate Justices Roland B. 
Jurado and division chair Ma. Cristina Cortez- 
Estrada concurred with Baldo decision 
which came more than six years after they 
were filed before the Sandiganbayan. 

In September 1986, Tan and his co-peti- 
tioners asked the Supreme Court to nullify the 
sequestration orders but the high court re- 
ferred the matter to the Sandiganbayan on 
Feb, 15, 1990. 

The petitioners challenged the PCGG 
takeover on the grounds that the writs were 
void because they were signed by only two 
‘members of the commission; the writs have 
Japsed into infectivity for lack of judicial con- 
firmation that the properties they covered 
"were ill-gotten wealth; and that the writs 
were issued despite the absence of a prima fa- 
cie evidence that the subject firms constitute 
ill-gotten wealth. 

The Sandiganbayan overruled the first ar- 
gument noting that signatures by two РСС 
commissioners were all that was needed to 
make them valid. 

Likewise, it held that the writs did not ex- 
pire because the PCGG filed the case within 
the required six-month period from the ratifi- 
cation of the 1987 Constitution, 

However, it found merit in the third ground 
raised by Tan and his co-petitioners, noting 
that there was nothing in the 190 pieces of 
documentary evidence submitted by the gov- 
ernment that would support the issuance of 
the writs of sequestration. 


Sandigan orders arrest of general’s family ` 


By Nelson F Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN YESTERDAY OR- 
dered the arrest of the wife and three sons of 
retired Armed Forces comptroller Maj. Gen. 
Carlos F. Garcia in connection with а P303- 
million plunder case filed against all five of 
them by the Ombudsman neatly a year ago. 

Justice Edilberto Sandoval, chair of the 
Sandiganbayan’s Second Division, provided 
for no bail in issuing the order against Gar- 
cia's wife Clarita and their children, lan Carl, 
Juan Paulo and Timothy Mark. 

Garcia himself, who was sentenced by a 
military court last December to two years at 
hard labor has been detained at Camp 


PNP seeks custody 
of 5 party-list solons 


Crame. He was convicted of conduct unbe- 
coming an officer and a gentleman and con- 
duct prejudicial to good order for not declar- 
ing his real assets and for possessing a "green. 
card," which signifies US residence. 

The arrest order came after the court up- 
held the Ombudsmar's finding of probable 
cause to prosecute the Garcias on a charge of 
conspiracy to amass at least P303.2 million in. 
ill-gotten wealth from 1993 to 2004, or from 
the time Garcia was an Army colonel until he 
became AFP deputy chief of staff for 
comptrollership. 

The charge sheet described Garcia's wife 
and children as his “conduits and willing re- 
ceptacles.” 


Noli has 
high hopes 
for doomed 
Filipina 


Pinoy toddler to undergo liver tr 


‘THANKS TO GENEROUS DONORS, A 
sick Filipino boy will finally undergo 
a liver transplant today in Hong 
Kong, with his own mother serving as 
donor. 

‘The latest to contribute and finally 


enable the toddler's family to raise 
the amount required in the two surg- 
eries was a Singaporean couple, the 
Department of Foreign Affairs report- 
ed yesterday. 
The couple, 


who requested 


a 


ansplant in HK 


anonymity, donated HK$250,000 
(P1.6 million) to help save the life of 
two-and-a-half year-old Mark Jairuz 
Mendoza, according to the Philippine 
consulaté in the former British 
colony. Volt Contreras 
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By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Norman Bordadora 


THE POLICE YESTERDAY 
pressed for the custody of five 
militant lawmakers charged with 
rebellion but said they would not 
force their way if the House of 
Representatives would reject 
their request, a police spokesper- 
son said. 

Party-list Representatives 
Satur Ocampo, Liza Maza, 
Joel Virador, Rafael Mariano 
and Teodoro Casifio were ear- 
lier placed under the custody 
of House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia. 

The Philippine National Police 
indicated that the five would be 
detained at the PNP Custodial 
Center in Camp Crame once 
Congress turn over the lawmak- 
ersto them 

The Custodial Center holds a 
few high-profile persons suspect- 


ed of involvement in criminal and 
terroristic activities, such as the 
notorious police renegade Rizal 
Alih. 

Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Bel- 
tran, another lawmaker charged 
with rebellion, was brought to 
the same detention center before 
he was transferred to the PNP 
General Hospital. 

After Maza left Congress for 
the Senate on Monday night, the 
police petitioned the Department 
of Justice seeking custody of the 
five lawmakers. 

“We are in the waiting mode at 
this time,” said police spokesper- 
son Sr. Supt. Samuel Pagdilao. 
“We will have to wait for the rul- 
ing of the DOJ.” 

The police officer assured the 
five congressmen and their sup- 
porters that none would be ar- 
rested should a preliminary in- 
vestigation push through at the 
рој 
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- Lighten up 


By Nikko Dizon 


VICE PRESIDENT 
Noli de Castro ar- 
rived yesterday from 
Kuwait , hopeful that 
Filipino worker Mar- 
ilou Ranario would 
be spared from the 
death penalty by the 
government of the 
oil-rich country. 

“I feel that we have 
hope that even if we 
won't be able to get 
the victim's family to 
forgive Ranario, at 
least her punishment 
could be lowered. 
These were the words 
of the emir himself,” 
De Castro told re- 
porters at the Ninoy 
Aquino international 
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SUPPLYLINK 
INTRODUCTION 

Supplylink 2006 is the Philippine 
Institute for Supply Management's 
14th Annual Conference and Trade 
Exhibit. Supplylink 2006 highlights 
supply chain transformation as the 
most effective way of making a differ- 
ence in business organizations. The 
event tackles the different facets of 
supply chain management on supply 
and general management, strategic 
sourcing, supplier relationship man- 
agement, services and logistics pro- 
viding its participants with a compre- 
hensive view of how supply chains 
can be transformed to complement 
and contribute to business objectives. 

Considered as the country's largest 
githering of top supply management 
professionals, Supplylink features a 
priceless face-to-face educational ex- 
périence through our short courses, 
topnotch speakers and networking 
‘opportunities. More so, it showcases 
the latest product innovations in the 
areas of office equipment, materials 
handling and storage, transportation 
ajd distribution, MRO supplies, IT 
‘application, among others. 

‘Through the years, PISM has been 
cdnsistently providing its delegates 
the*smost stimulating, appropriate 
and relevant information in the pur- 
chasing ‘and supply chain manage- 
ment context. 


ABOUT PISM 

;Founded in 1968, Philippine Insti- 
nute for Supply Management (PISM) 
remains to be at the forefront of the 
countrys supply management excel- 
lence. PISM, а non-stock, non-profit or- 
ganization of supply management pro- 
feisionals, champions new systems, 
techniques and strategic practices. 

;From its 98 member companies dur- 
ing its first year, PISM has close to 300 
member companies coming from vari- 
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MINERVA M. AGAS 
President. 
(Smart Communications, Inc.) 


ANGEL V. GATCHALIAN, 


^st Vice President 


ous industries located in Metro Manila 
and 3 provincial chapters to boot. 

‘Through its seminars, industry 
group forum, conferences and other 
activities, PISM continues to be an ef- 
fective source of new methods, tech- 
nologies and ideas from the business 
‘world. The association also serves as 
а venue for networking and bench- 
marking among its members. 

PISM's mission is "To be a key cot 
tributor to our member companies’ 
success and to the country’s global 
competitiveness by championing the 
upliftment ofthe supply management 
profession and the continuous devel- 
opment of its practitioners to the 
highest ethical and world class stan- 
dards", 

PISM also envisions itself to be a 
‘world class prime mover and resource 
center of supply chain management 
and leadership excellence in Asia. 

True to its vision and mission, 
PISM is continuously strengthening 
its alliances with international orga- 
nizations. It is a СЕМ. (Certified Pur- 
chasing Manager) allied member of 
the Institute for Supply Management 
(ISM) based in Arizona, USA, an affil- 
iate of the International Federation of 
Purchasing and Supply Management 
QFPSM) based in Netherlands and 
the International Trade Center - Unit- 
ed Nations (ITC-UNCTAD CNUCED 
WTO OUC) 


C.PM. REVIEW PROGRAM 
PISM as an allied member of the 
Institute for Supply Management 
(ISM) based in Arizona, USA offers 
the globally recognized designation 
for supply chain management profes- 
sionals. The Certified Purchasing 
Manager (C.PM.) review program is 
designed for experienced supply 
managers and focuses on managerial 
and leadership skills, plus a variety of 
specialized functions designed to en- 
hance the effectiveness of supply 
managers within their organization, 


DIPLOMA IN PURCHASING 
AND SUPPLY 
MANAGEMENT 

In February 2003, PISM in partner- 
ship with the De La Salle College of St. 
Benilde School of Professional and 
Continuing Education launched the 
six-module, 22-day post graduate pro- 
gram intended for professionals and 
fresh college graduates who are new to 
the purchasing and supply manage- 
ment profession. Each module com- 
pleted entitles each student with a cer- 
tificate while completion of all modules 
entitles each student with a diploma, 


BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION MAJOR IN 
PURCHASING AND SUPPLY 
CHAIN MANAGEMENT 

PISM in partnership with the Univer- 
sity of Makati offers the Asia's first col- 
lege degree program in purchasing and 
supply chain management. Composed 
of 13 major subjects and a total of 
1,000 hours of ОЛ; the course aims to 
equip its graduates with a working 
knowledge of purchasing and supply 
chain management by transforming 
the classroom setup into a training 
ground of students as the Professional 
Development Commission trainors 
wansfer their knowledge based on 
years of professional experience. 


PROFESSIONAL SEMINARS 

PISM values the professional de- 
velopment of the supply chain practi- 
tioner, To achieve this, we regularly 
conduct public and in-house semi- 
mars aimed at improving their skills 
and know-how. 

Our courses start with fundamen- 
tals leading to advanced courses and 
general management. Specific cours- 
es or programs can be also tailor 
made to the requirements of each 
‘company or institution. 


е 


————— далада а 


Board of Directors ^77 — 7777 


JR,CPM. 


INutiasia ine Y 


CARMELO С. OCAMPO, FSM 
Treasurer 
(Digitel Mobile Phils., Inc. 
Sun Cellular) 


E | 


CHEROKEE D. CHAMORRO, 
CPM. 

Director, Chapter Relations 
(esyantrado 

i 

[ 

Bas 

[d 

RENATO S. LAMPANO 

Director, POC2- Linkages 

(Mitsubishi Motors Phils, 
Corp) 


% 
ANTONIO V. ESPIRITU 


Corporate Secretary. 
(Shangri-La Plaza Corp.) 


PERRY A. DOMINGUEZ, 


Director, РОСЗ - Research E 
(San Miguel Logistics Asia) 


ALICE D. PASCUAL 
Director, PDC1 - In-house 
(Sun Lite of Canada 


je 


СРМ. 


DANIELC. BELBIS, 
2nd Vice President 
(Genera Ning Corp) 


ROMIL A. ACOSTA, JR., 
Director, Supplylink 


LOURDES У, BAMBALAN 
3rd Vice President 
(Flexopak Mfg. Corp.) 


MARIA LUISA V. ALVENDIA 
Director, Meetings 
Committee 


(Globe Telecom) 


CPM. FSM 


1 


Phils, Inc.) 


MALACARANG 
Manila 


FRISCO L. GUCE, C.P.M., 


Director, Sports 
(int! Rice Research Institute) 


CYNTHIA R. VILLANUEVA. 
Director, Membership 
Standards 
(ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp.) 


PAUL A. HAMOY 

Director, Supplylink 

(Aboitiz Transport 
Systems Grp.) 


MINA M. BATO 
Immediate Formar President 
(Sara Lee Direct Selling) 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES 


PROCLAMATION NO. 1020 


DECLARING THE PERIOD FROM MARCH 6 TO 10, 2006 AS 
PURCHASING & SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT WEEK 


WHEREAS the Philippine Institute for Supply Management (PISM) is a non-stock, non-profit organi- 
zation of purchasing and materials managers af the country's top corporations; 

WHEREAS purchasing and materials managers and PISM help upgrade the quality and competi- 
tiveness of Philippine goods and services for both the domestic and foreign markets; 

WHEREAS itis desirable that the Important ble played by the purchasing and materials managers in 
commerce and industry be brought to the attention of the people; 

WHEREAS the PISM will celebrate its 14th National Convention and Exhibit this year called SUP- 
PLYLINK 2006, with the theme "SUPPLY MANAGEMENT: MAKING A DIFFERENCE”. 

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the Republic of the Philip- 
pines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby declared the period from March 6 to 10, 
2006 as Purchasing and Supply Chain Management Week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the Republic of tho 


Philippines to be affixed. 


Done In the City of Manila, this 2nd day of March, in the year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Six. 
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2 Messages 


Warmest greetings to the Philippine Institute for Supply Management (PISM) 

as you hold the 14th National Conference and Trade Exhibit entitled, "SUP- 

PLYLINK 2006. " Your theme, "Supply Management: Making A Difference," in- 

dicates your earnest desire to provide industrial users and customers with latest. 

technology and products that are helpful in purchasing and materials manage- 

ment. May this trade showease serve as an effective springboard for the applica- 

tion of the latest technologies in our various industries. By being the best in your 

field of supply management, you assist your clients into becoming the best they. 

сан be in the global market, Let us work hand-in-hand to create a conducive 

‘working environment for all local and foreign investors. We can play to our 

strengths by showing the best of our workers. We can beat the odds and attain a better life for 
‘our people. 

‘Mabuhay kayong lahat! 
(500) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
President, Republic of the Philippines 


Supply Management is a function stepping ino the limelight, taking center 

stage amid ай the activities that make business and organizations success. 

There is thus an increasing need for supply professionals to be equipped with the 

ЗЫП set combination of Juncional core competencies and leadership qualities 

that will allow them to respond to this new role. Recognizing this need and the 

y deng scope of supply management, PISM is leading the charts to be at Пе 

3 Jorefont ofthe profession. Ie various programs and activities are dedicated not 

[EE oniy to providing members and others wi the key educational, informational 

" and networking tools to succeed but also to elevating and promoting supply man- 

agement throughout the business wor. One such offering is our annual conference and trade exhihit. 

The conference committe, the board o directors, Пе secretariat and TeamAsia, our event organizer, 

have worked hard to give jou Suppllink 2006: Making А Diference. Поре that you are able to maxi- 
aie ali the earning and networking opportunities i offers, 

Maraning Salamat. 
(SGD) MINERVA M. AGAS 
President, PISM 


The organizing comminee and myself woud like ө welcome yon to the 14h 
рийрри hte for Supply Management (PISM) mual Conference and 
Pade Beit Supls S00 Ths ears theme: "Supply Management: Mak- 
e A Dierence ens for tmel} Пе Purchasing and Supply Managementpro- 
J on has heaped tot m today corporations: boomie. Constant. Pur- 
A ase and Spy Management ренин are challenged o emain pdt 
а ida очар ениш Sip 2006 tieks oj wih an Буги 
EQ ENS. Foran fr Suppl Management Heads: mis of foreign and local speakers for 
У "xi ‘our 21 technical sessions on different aspects of the supply management profes- 
sion wili give us pt, insights and solutions o help us copë Wih today's rends and challenge 
Thank onfr being apart ofthis year annual conference 
(50р) ANGEL K GATCHALIAN, т, САМ, 
Tat Vice resident PISM 


= Welcome to the Supplylink 2006 entitled Supply Management: Making А Dif 

ference. We are proud to present to you our line-up of select and highly relevant 

technical and general management topics to put you in the forefront of current 

trends and practices in supply management whether your role is operational ог 

on the functional or strategic management. There are б tracks with 21 topics ar- 

Tanged to maximize exposure and learning. We want you to make a difference. 

‚_` ТИ year we have invited key executives of member companies in charge of sup- 

As. ply management for a special session called Executive Forum to address supply 

АА Management isses at that level, Once again we hope that you will benefit from 

‘ths year's conference that achieves one of the nstnute key objectives, that is, to equip its members and 

‘ther practitioners of supply chain management particulary in the field of procurement and materials 

management with the new perspectives, opportunities and linkages that will enable them to focus with 

Confidence to drive their companies to greater competitiveness through supply chain innovation. On 

Sela of the officers and directors ој the Philippine Шейше for Supply Management and the Sup- 
plylink 2006 committee, MABUHAY! 

(SGD) PAUL A. HAMOY 

Supplyinkt Director-in-charge, PISM 


The supply management function has become a critical competitive arena of 
organizations today brought about by the continuous pressure to reduce cost, ін- 
prove quality and faster time-to-market, Organizations who are better equipped 
апа who are more eficient supply management are in better position to a sustain 
able competitiveness. The Philippine Institute for Supply Management (PISM) 
has, through the years,been at the forefront in uplifting and equipping the compe- 
tency, knowledge and skills of its membership, the supply management profes- 
sionals, to be world class contributor іп their respective organizations. This is 
achieved through continuous research and development, benchmarking of best 

practices, trainings, seminars and conferences. Today, we are holding our 2006 Supplylink, an annual 

Conference geared towards sharing of bes practices in the area of supply management. Our theme for 

{his year is very appropriate and timely. For supply management has become the forefront of every or- 

ganization s success. Truly, Supply Management is Making A Difference in organizations today. 

On behalf of PISM s officers and board of directors, welcome, enjoy and learn. Let Make А Dier- 
ence. 

(SGD.) HILARIO ROMIL A. ACOSTA, JR., СВМ. 

‘Supplylink2 Director-n-charge, PISM 
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PARTICIPATING SPONSORS 

ADVANCE ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL, INC. + 
[ASIA OVERSEAS TRANSPORT CO., INC. + AXALTO 
PHILIPPINES, INC «BNC INGREDIENTS CORPORA: 
ТОМ + ЕС! TELECOM (PHILS) INC. - EMG 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS + FUJITSU PHILIPPINES, ING. 
T GEMPLUS TECHNOLOGIES ASIA + GOLDEN 
PLATINUM • HOLY FAMILY PRINTING CORP. + 
HUDGES INDUSTRIES + MACHINE 2 MACHINE 
INTERACTIVE INTELLIGENCE, INC. + METRO 
INDUSTRIES, INC. + NERA PHILIPPINES, ING" 
NORTEL * PIC ENTERPRISES, ING : RS. 
DEVELOPER СО, МС“ SANDZ SOLUTIONSIIRM + 
SAN MIGUEL BEER * SANOFIAVENTIS « SIEMENS, 
INC» SYSNET INTEGRATORS » TELLABS • UNITEQ 
GRAPHIC EXPRESSION CORP. 


EXHIBITORS 
Ам. VISUAL AND LIGHTS SYSTEMS + 
DATACRAFT COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, МС» 
DHL WORLDWIDE EXPRESS (PHILS.) CORP. 
ERICSSON + ENZIO FERRERA COLLECTIONS. 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. » GEOLOGISTICS, INC. + 
HANDLING INNOVATION, ING. + INDUSTRIAL 
GALANZERS CORP OF THE PHILIPPINES c 
PATRICK. INTERNATIONAL, ING + THE 
LEATHER COLLECTION, ING + MARKLAND 
LOGISTICS AND DISTRIBUTION MANAGEMENT. 
MONARK EQUIPMENT * NISSAN COMMO! 
WEALTH, INC. + SPEEDEX INTERNATIONAL 
HAU GLOBAL SDN, BHO.SUN LIFE FINANCIAL + 
SUN CELLULAR, ІМС» VERSATILE TELECOMS 
"INTERNATIONAL, ING. 
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Angara wants 
Cha-cha to cut 
GMA, Noli terms 


By T] Burgonio tary system of government. 

The congressmen said that 
having the President cut short her. 
term to go through another elec- 
tion "does not appear to bea clear 
solution to the impasse." 

“The main problem ... is that 
those against the President won't. 
stop trying to oust her even by 
force which is against the law,” 
the congressmen's statement 
added. "Let's just follow the Con- 
stitution which set her six-year 
mandate and we wont have 
problems anymore." 


SEN. EDGARDO ANGARA PRO- 
posed yesterday that Congress 
amend the Constitution but limit 
the changes to revamping the 
Commission on Elections and cut- 
ting the terms of both President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro to extricate the 
country from the political morass. 

"If we agree on this with the 
House, we will file a joint resolu- 
tion to shorten the term of both 
the President and Vice President 
so that it will usher in a fresh elec- 
tion... Then the question of ille- 
gitimacy and mandate will be laid 
to rest,” Angara told reporters. 

He ‘said the joint resolution 
would form the basis for amend- 
ing the Charter, with the amend- 
ments “strictly confined to the 
two propositions.” 

Malacafiang and supporters of 
Ms Arroyo in the House of Repre- 
sentatives quickly shot down the 
proposal. 


“Political paralysis’ 

Angara said that to end the cur- 
rent “political paralysis" Ms Ar- 
royo and De Castro should cut 
short their terms to pave the way 
for snap elections under а re- 
vamped Commission on Elections. 

“As long as this political stand- 
off remains where the adminis- 
trations digging in and the oppo- 
sition is just erying out loud, but 
in the meantime the business of 
the nation is practically not cared 
for, we really have this situation 
of paralysis,” he said. 

Asked when he thought the six 
year terms of the two highest officials 
Should be cut, Andaya replied, “No 
time-frame. We must leave those de- 
tails now and not pre determine it be- 
cause it is like pre-conditioning if we 
mention a fixed schedule.” 

Angara said he thought Ms Ar- 
royo “will listen" to his proposed 
Senate-House resolution. 

“The advantage of this option 
isthatitis the people who decide. 
She will not say that she was 
forced out of it. It is the people 
‘who have spoken. And it is a pain- 
less way. I will take the position if 
I were in her shoes,” he added. 

With Christine О Avendaño 


Cha-cha bid 


sary to make sure the economic re- 
forms that had been set in place in. 
her watch would translate into a 
better Ме for the overwhelming 
majority of our people,” said Bohol 
Gov. Erico Aumentado. 

Aumentado, who heads both 
Ulap and the League of Provinces 
of the Philippines (LPP), was re- 
acting to President Arroyo's dec- 
aration in a nationwide radio 
hook-up Tuesday morning that 
Charter change should now be 
put back on center stage, to en- 
sure that political reforms needed 
to keep the country's economic 
takeoff on track, are put in place 
at the soonest. 

"We support this weeks an- 
nouncement by the House leader- 
ship that it would rush the collec- 
tion of the 195 signatures needed 
to convert Congress into 
ConAss,” Aumentado said. "This 
is in keeping with our weekend 
proposal for a multi-partisan ini- 
tiative to put the spotlight back 
on Charter change, more so now 
when the latest political crisis has 
been resolved quickly enough — 
thanks to the Presidents tough 
call on PP 1017." 


“Suntok sa buwan’ 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita called the proposal “Suntok sa 
buwan,” or a stab in the dark, not- 
ing that the Constitution provides 
for specific procedures on how to 
change elective officials. 

“I happen to have talked to a 
senator who told me if that hap- 
pens, definitely, he will not sup- 
port it because there's no basis in 
law,” Ermita said. 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
pero Nograles and Rep. Prospero 
Pichay, vice chair of the Commis- 
sion on Appointments, said in a 
statement that the House majori- 
ty would not support Апдагаз 
proposal because what it wants is 
ashift to a unicameral parliamen- 


Ulap presses 


‘THE UMBRELLA GROUP OF 1.7 
million local executives across 
the country is determined to put. 
the issue of Charter change back 
onthe national agenda after Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo lifted 
the state of national emergency. 

The Union of Local Authorities 
of the Philippines made this dec- 
laration in a press statement yes- 
terday as it renewed its call on the 
House of Representatives to 
speed up its proposed conversion 
of Congress into a Constituent As- 
sembly that would rewrite the 
1987 Charter. 

‘At the same time, Ulap said it 
was embarking on a nationwide 
campaign to cement popular sup- 
port for Charter change and raise 
public awareness of the constitu- 
tional amendments needed to 
overhaul the country's political 
and economic structures. 

“These parallel reform moves 
have acquired a greater sense of 
urgency following President Ar- 
royo's declaration that the country 
is back to normal after last weeks 
lifting of the state of national emer- 
gency, and that systemic changes in 
‘our political system are now neces- 
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Pfizer sues gov't for patent infringement 


PFIZER INC. SAID YESTERDAY IT HAS FILED 
suit in the Philippines to stop the government 
from importing unauthorized copies of drugs 
with patents that are owned by the US-based 
pharmaceutical giant. 

However, government officials insisted the 
drug they wanted to import was made by a 
Pfizer licensee in India and that no imports 
would be made until the patent expired. 

Pfizer said it filed a civil suit in a Manila 
court last week charging the state-owned 
Philippine International Trading Corp 
(PITC) and the regulatory body Bureau of 


Food and Drugs (BFAD) with patent infringe- 
ment. 

The suit alleges the government was 
preparing to import a version of the Pfizer's 
anti-hypertension drug, Norvasc, from India, 
made by a company not licensed to produce 
the drug. 

The company also warned that such unau- 
thorized copies may not be safe. 

Teddy Rivera, executive vice president of 
PITC said the government was only planning 
to import the version of Norvasc when the 
patent expires, which Pfizer said will occur in 


June 2007. 

He said the drug would be imported from 
Pakistan and India but remarked that it would 
come from licensed producers of Pfizer. 

PITC president Roberto Pagdanganan said 
in a statement the Norvasc imports would 
serve as low-cost substitutes. 

He accused Pfizer of “harassing PITC" with ! 
its suit. 

Pfizer spokesmen alleged the government’ 
procedures would allow the importation of 
the drug even without informing the compa- 
ny even ifthe patent had notexpired. АЕР 
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From page Al 
not performing their duties under 
the law.” 

“We ... deplore the manner by 
which the NBI has arrived at its 
conclusions and recommenda- 
tions seeking to charge 
ABS-CBN officials and employees 
perceived to be liable without fac- 
tual or legal basis, as well as 
whitewashing the clear liabilities 
cof others responsible," it said. 

"The public information officer of 
the Pasig government apologized 
and said an official statement 
would be issued shortly “Bukas na 
po, pasensya na po, "he said. 


« PIMprize 
1, Thousands of fans, mostly el- 
27 'derly women from poor commu- 
Zi mities, had camped out at the 
:PhilSports gates days before the 
event; hoping to get into the 
fi^tannivemary show of 
“Wowowee” and win prizes in- 
cluding P1 million. 


Inthe early moming of Feb. 4, the 
fans rushed to one of the gates after 
it became apparent that not every- 
one would get tickets to the show. 

Security guards shut the gate, 
and those at the front were 
crushed to death. 

The other officers and employ- 
ees of ABS-CBN facing charges 
are Marilou Almaden, executive 
producer; Morly Stewart, exec: 
tive producer and “Wowowee’ 
manager; Harold James Nueva, 
"Wowowee" associate producer 
for sets; Norberto Vidanes, 
"Wowowee" director; Rey 
Cayabyab, assistant location 
manager and security coordi 
tor; Francisco Rivera, location 
manager; Mel Feliciano, 
“Wowowee” assistant director; 
and Jean Owen Garcia, 
“Wowowee” floor director. 

Also facing the same charges 
are Jess Velardo, PhilSports 
building administrator; Erlinda 
Reis, PhilSports booking and 
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events coordinator; Rosenbar 
Viloria, staff director for opera- 
tions of Goldlink Security and Al- 
lied Services Inc.; and Wilfron 
Onanad and 

Goldlink security in charge. 


First person called 

According to NBI National Capi- 
tal Region chief Ruel Lasala, Con- 
cio, who heads ABS-CBN's Enter- 
tainment Group, approved the 
plans for the anniversary show. 

“Executive producer Almaden, 
in her affidavit, said Concio was 
the first person she called when 
she leamed of the stampede,” 
Lasala said in a press conference 
atthe NBI. 

Lasala also said Revillame was 
“consistent in, his invitation” to 
"Wowowee" fans to go to the 
PhilSports Arena for the anniver- 
sary show, as shown in ABS-CBN 
video tapes from Jan. 30 to Feb. 3. 

Revillame had earlier con- 
firmed previous reports that he 


visited the site days before the 
stampede. But he said in his affi- 
davit that he was not able to learn 
the actual number of people 
massing within the premises be- 
cause the areas he visited were 
“select and limited.” 

But Lasala said Revillame 
“should have been able to assess 
the number of people there and 
[desisted from] calling on the 
fans to proceed to the site on Feb. 
3, where an estimated crowd of 
17,000 had already gathered.” 

Lasala also said that based on 
the statements of witnesses, peo- 
ple had begun to gather at the 
venue on Jan. 30 and camped 
outside the PhilSports Arena for 
almost five days. 


meeting 
“The people slept, urinated 
and even defecated in the area, in 
order to ensure their place in the 
line,” he said, adding: 
"The tension was even height- 
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17 liable for stampede; criminal charges set 


ened when the game showstaffan- should have had a clear-cut, com- 
nounced that not everyone would prehensive security plan, which 
beallowed toenterthe venue.” included crowd control and con- 
Alarmed at the huge turnout of tingencyplans." 
people, the “Wowowee” person- = ` 
nel held an emergency meeting ‘Proper authority’ 
the night before the stampede, ABS-CBN said it would submit 
Lasala said. to any preliminary investigation 
“They decided to give out 40 conducted by the DOJ, which, it 
raffle tickets promising P200,000 pointed out, “should be the prop- 
worth of cash prizes to make the er authority” to conduct such a 
non-winning fans go home. But probe. 
the plan did not work,” hesaid. “The NBI has informed us that it 
When the gate on Capt. Javier has submitted to the DOJ ‘only rec- 
‘Street was closed at past 6 a.m. ommendations’ and has not yet 
after the fans started jostling each filed a criminal complaint for negli- 
other, a stampede ensued, he gence. We have yet to see a copy of 
said. this report,” the network said. 
Lasala recounted a “horrific” in- It added: “Significantly, no oth- 
cident wherein fans stilldemanded ег complaints have as yet been 
tickets despite the stampede. filed, and yet the NBI chose to 
"ABS-CBN. apparently lacked lodge those unfounded recom- 
foresight in preventing the tragedy mendations. 
from happening,” Lasala said. “We maintain our confidence in 
“If you are the event host, you е justice system and will see the 
must be responsible for the NBI [at] the DOJ and in the courts.” 
preparations,” he said. “They With areport from DJ Yap 


Don’t blame GMA for abuses, say President’s men 


By Armand N. Nocum 


IF THERE WERE ABUSES COM- 

mitted by police and the military 

"during the weeklong state of na- 

, tional emergency, President 

| -Macapagal-Arroyo could not be 

' blamed for them, Malacafang's 
"legal eagles say. 

In separate interviews yesterday, 

_ Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 


» TFrom page Al 

exactly a year ago yesterday. 
* “To equate her leadership skills 
tobeing a woman is, Ithink, an oxy- 
moron, because she just happened 
to be a woman, said Soliman, who 
was wearing a black shirt festooned 
With anti-Arroyo stickers. 


Aas 


Unprecedented 
"Everything that she's been do- 
ing to cover up the crime has been 
‘what Pd call, to the point of being 
ruthless, a side that I never thought 
existed in her” Soliman said. 
Former Vice President Teofisto 


and Solicitor General Alfredo Beni- 
payo said there was no way the 
President could oversee the entire 
implementation of Presidential 
Proclamation No. 1017. 

On Friday, Ms Arroyo lifted her 
Feb. 24 emergency proclamation, 
saying a plot to oust her by a "ca- 
bal" of communist guerrillas, dis- 
gruntled soldiers, politicians and 
businessmen had been aborted. 


Guingona, ever visible in protest ac- 
tions, was also presentat the march. 
"T was invited here today be- 
cause I'm joining the crusade for 
respect for women, especially 
since they become leaders and 
can show that they are just as 
good as men," said Guingona. 
‘Tagged “Мапа ng Kababaihan,” 
the activity took protesters through 
‘Ayala Avenue in both directions, 
then around Paseo de Roxas. 
Organizers called it an unprece- 
dented gathering of groups advocat- 
ing women's rights from the militant 
and religious sectors, the middle 


But civil rights groups ques- 
tioned the legality of the procla- 
mation and protested alleged 
abuses of basic rights, pointing to 
the raid on The Daily Tribune and 
arrests without warrants. 

“You can’t blame the President 
for unlawful application of the 
law," Benipayo told reporters at 
the end of oral arguments on sev- 
en petitions assailing the consti- 


force, and the political opposition. 

Police estimated the crowd at 
5,500, roughly 70 percent of 
whom were women. Organizers 
said the gathering peaked at 
10,000. 

Members of militant umbrella 
organizations Laban ng Masa and 
Bayan, which brought а large 
contingent through the women’s 
alliance Gabriela, marched down 
the same roads in Makati's Cen- 
tral Business District at 3 p.m. 
yesterday. 

‘Supporters of Ms Arroyo's op- 
ponents in the May 2004 elec- 


tutionality of PP 1017 before the 
Supreme Court on Tuesday. 

Gonzalez said there “could 
have been violations” of the in- 
tent of PP 1017, but he explained 
that there could be difficulty in 
enforcing the law to the letter. 

“No implementation is per- 
fect,” Gonzalez said. 

During Tuesdays hearing, Beni- 
payo told the court justices that 


tions also streamed into Ayala Av- 
enue: the National Coordinating 
Council for Volunteers, which 
supported the late actor and op- 
position standard-bearer Fernan- 
do Poe Jr, and Bangon Women, 
an organization under Bangon 
Pilipinas of evangelist Bro. Eddie. 
Villanueva, also a presidential 
candidate. 

The Black and White Move- 
ment, a middle-forces organiza- 
tion born at the height of the an- 
ti-Arroyo protests last year, also 
Joined the activity. 

Red flags marked a sea of pur- 


1017 did not contain a provision acts should not be “condoned.” 
authorizing warrantless arrests and “If at all, the erring officers may 
searches, raids and confiscations. independently be made answerable 
In issuing 1017, Benipayo as- for such unwanted acts, for which 
serted that the President merely = Фе appropriate remedy is given un- 
exercised her constitutional pow- der existing administrative civil and 
ers as Commander in Chief, call- penal laws," Benipayo added. 
ing attention to the existenceofa Вепірауо asked the high tri- 
state of national emergency. bunal to compel the petitioners to 
If there were violations by the о after violators of civil liberties 
military and police, he said those in court. 


“Опе woman in women’s mind on Women’s Day 


ple and pink banners hoisted by (MPD) said City Hall had granted 
protesters chanting “Never а permit for the activity until 7 
‘Again! Never Again! Never Again p.m. The protesters dispersed 
to Martial Law!” and “Sigaw ng peacefully at 7:15 p.m. 
Kababaihan, Gloria Resign!” MPD chief Senior Supt. Mariet- 
‘AtSp.m.,aprogramofspeech- to Valerio lamented that the activ- 
es and songs began on a convert- ity which was supposed to be a 
ible truck parked in front of the celebration of Womens Day, 
Ninoy Aquino Monument. turned out to be like any other an- 
ки ti-Arroyo rally. 
Antiriot cops He said organizers had 
Police were on standby promised not to carry banners 
throughout the activity, with with antiadministration mes- 
more than 100 antiriot cops at sages but the protesters still man- 
the ready. aged to bring large streamers 
‘The Makati Police Department bearing the words “Oust Gloria!” 


Antiriot cops mar women’s rally, arrest Rep. Risa Baraquel 
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;tary immunity against the Que- 
zon City police for arresting her. 


Blocked by cops 

Earlier in the day, Baraquel, Ma- 
ta and hundreds of other women 
massed at the Mabuhay Rotonda at 
the boundary between Quezon 
Ску and Manila, intending to 
march on Mendiola for a protest 
rally. But they were blocked by a 
phalanx of policemen. 

Undeterred, the women of the 
APL and Akbayan, among other 
groups, held a program at the ro- 
tonda raising women's issues and 
demanding Ms Arroyo's ouster. 

‘After an hour-long negotia- 
tion, San Diego gave them five 
minutes to disperse. But the 
women stood their ground—until 


the policemen started shoving 
them using shields and batons. 

Some of the women and their 
male colleagues scattered and 
ran away; some fought back by 
throwing rocks, prompting the 
cops to give chase. 

‘At around 11:45 a.m., police- 
men and women tried to escort 
Baraquel toward a police van. 

She resisted, telling them not to 
touch her and yelling at the cops 
not to hurt the demonstrators. 


Insult 

Jean Enriquez of the Coalition 
‘Against Trafficking in Women- 
Asia Pacific said the dispersal was 
an “insult” to the women who 
had no plan of violence in staging 
the protest action. 

“The violence came from their 


end,” she said, referring to the 
police. 

San Diego justified the disper- 
sal, saying it was necessary to re- 
store order along Espafia Street, 
which had been closed to traffic 
during the women's program. 

He said the police had allowed 
the groups to hold their program 
until 11:30 a.m. and even extend- 
ей that deadline by 10 minutes, 
then five minutes more, before 
proceeding with the dispersal. 

[thought PP 1017 has been lift- 
ed. Apparently, violating human 
rights has not been lifted yet," said 
Rose Tajano of Kanlungan. 

Baraquel added: "[Ms Arroyo] 
exemplifies oppression, and this 
is clearly manifested by her tyran- 
nical tendencies. First, she de- 
clared PP 1017, and now even af- 


ter it was lifted, her administra- 
tion continues to repress people's 
rights." 

Aside from demanding the 
President's ouster, the women 
raised gender issues such as vio- 
lence against women, child 
pornography and the Subic rape 
case, among other things. 


In the Visayas 

Anti-Arroyo rallies were also 
held in key cities in the Visayas in 
commemoration of International 
Women's Day. 

Bacolod Bishop Vicente Navar- 
та, wearing a black armband like 
most of his priests, led about 
8,000 Negrenses in a march to 
the city’s public plaza to say “nev- 
ег again" to martial law and PP 
1017. 


Thebishopsaidtheblackarm- Alyansang Makabayan assem- 
bands stood for the death of hu- bled in front of the University of 
man rights, ofthe liberal and free the Philippines in the Visayas 
space for people to speakoutand campus in Подо City before 
air their grievances, and, in a marching to the Iloilo Rotary Am- 
sense, of democracy. phitheater where they held a pro- 
“if truth liberates, then all gramanda mini-concert. 
falsehoods enslave. A nation that _ Bayan-Panay spokesperson 
is fed and thrives on lies, hal- Aurelio Bosque said the rally was 
truths and double-talkis not truly also a “victory march” for the lift- 
fre It is under the shackles of ing of PP 1017. 
the fatheroflies," Navarra said “The determined opposition 
ina pastoral letter heread during and defiance of the people 
therally. against her tyrannical rule forced 
In lloilo, Aklan and Capiz, her to lift the order. But we will 
protesters were unfazed by Ms remain vigilant and vow to fight 
Arroyo's earlier statement that back ifthe suppression of our civil 
she might again use emergency rights continues,” said Bosque. 
powers. With reports from Carla P 
Around 1,500 protesters led by Gomez, Nestor Burgos Jr. and 
the militant womens group Joey Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bu- 
Gabriela and the Bagong гейш 


GMA invocation of God angers religious leaders 


From page Al 
gious leaders. 

Bro. Eddie Villanueva, head of 
the 2-million-strong Jesus is Lord 
Movement and Bangon Pilipinas, 
cautioned Ms Arroyo against us- 
ing God's name "in vain.” 

“How can cheating or the ma- 
aiipulation of election results, the 
unabated graft and corruption in 
the government, the suppression 
of civil and political rights .. be 
ever part of Gods plan ог 
choice?” the evangelist said in an 
e-mail to the INQUIRER. 

In a 30-minute interview on 
dzBB radio on Tuesday the 
58-year-old President said that 

‚ ‘God had willed her being the 
country’s leader. 
27^ * believe that I am here now 
because that is the plan of God for 
«me and for us," she said. 

Ms Arroyo has been hounded 
by allegations she stole the May 
2004 presidential election. The 
charges stemmed from revela- 
tions in wirerapped conversa- 
tions during the balloting pur- 
„portedly between her and former 
"lection Commissioner Virgilio 
*Garcillano. 

Opposition lawmakers have 
announced plans to revive im- 
peachment proceedings against 


Ms Arroyo. Last year, her majority 
allies in the House killed the pro- 
cess on a technicality. Without a 
closure to what has been called 
the “Hello баг” controversy, 
doubts about Ms Arroyo's legi 
macy persist. 


"Back to Hello, Garci’ 

Lipa Archbishop Ramon Ar- 
guelles expressed doubt that God 
“will want to get involved in 
Philippine politics.” 

“If the President says so, she 
better not fail God," Arguelles 
said. “What she claims is a very 
serious responsibility. She can 
go so deep in hell if she does not 
behave like someone close to 
God." 

If indeed she were chosen by 
God, Ms Arroyo should steer the. 
country toward observing God's 
commandment, particularly 
against stealing and bearing false 
‘witness, the prelate said. 

“Whether she is God's choice 
for this time or not, she, as well as 
all Filipinos who believe in God, 
should have a change of heart 
and promote God's best designs 
for our people, especially the 
poor,” Arguelles said. 

Borongan Bishop Leonardo 
Medroso said anybody could 


claim the hand of God but 
“whether it's true or not based 
on reality is always the ques- 
tion.” 

Medroso earlier urged the ad- 
ministration to heed the advice in 
the Catholic bishops’ pastoral let- 
ter calling for a relentless search 
for the truth behind the “Hello 
Garci" controversy. 

Filipi 

Villanueva said many Fi 
would not be asking for Ms Ar- 
тоуоЗ resignation if she had been 
placed in Malacafiang by no less 
than God. 

"But more than 80 percent 
have already expressed dissatis- 
faction over her governance. 
[The] majority want her to step 
down," he said. 

“She is illegitimate not only in 
the eyes of the majority of the 
Filipinos but even in the eyes of 
God,” said Villanueva, who lost 

the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion. 

He said measures such as the 
weeklong imposition of a state of 
national emergency, the barring 
of officials from appearing in con- 
gressional hearings and the "cali- 


brated preemptive response" in - 


damping down on protests 


"clearly do not come from God." 

“It is not God's will that the 
rights of His people are quelled," 
Villanueva said. 

Tris not the will of God to sup- 
port a leader who perpetrates 
corruption, who promotes police 
brutality through CPR or sup- 
presses truth in investigations 
through EO 464.” 

"God's will’ 

In his weekly press briefing, 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita seconded Ms Arroyo's asser- 
tion that God was on her side. 

"Nobody can go against God's 
will, 1 tell you, not even, oh my 
gosh, the religious, the men of the 
cloth," said Ermita. "In the end, 
tharis God's will that will prevail.” 

‘When pressed if he meant that 


the public should just accepttheir -| 


Jot, he replied: “It’s God's will. I's 
God's will.” 

“Everything that we are in this 
universe is God's will. Where you 
are situated, where we are, that is 
God's will. All we know is that if 
we believe in God, we know that 
God has deemed us to be some- 
thing, to be someone,” said Ermi- 
ta, 

"This view, he claimed, was also 
shared by Muslims. Quoting a 


message from a Libyan ambas- етей as heathen for going against 
sador, Ermita said: “Whatever Al- God's will, Ermita replied: "Not 
lah says, he merely says'Be'and it necessarily! 
will happen.” He ignored a question whether 
2 ма Ms Arroyo was willing to put 
Testing God's will? God's will to а test by agreeing to 
‘Asked ifthose seeking the Pres- а snap election being called by 
idents ouster should be consid- the opposition. 


Correction 


IN THE MARCH 5 ISSUE, a Talk of the Town article on Page 
‘A14—Sungle Experts" —misstated the number of Scout Rangers 
who seized the Makati Twin Towers during the 1989 coup at- 
tempt against the Aquino administration. According to the 1990 
Final Report of the Davide Fact-Finding Commission, the Scout 
Rangers numbered 500—not 3,000. 

The article also misstated the ranks of two rebel officers who 
figured in the coup attempt. According to the Davide report, 
Danilo Lim was then a captain—not a colonel; Abraham Purug- 
ganan was then a major—not a retired Army colonel. 

‘The article also misstated the names of the leaders of the muti- 
nous Scout Rangers in the attack on the Makati Commercial Cen- 
ter, According to the Davide report, the Scout Rangers were led 
by Lim and Lt. Col. Rafael Galvez—not Purugganan. 

Readers may send. Lester сс of factual errors in writing 
to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av- 
шше corner Mascardo тен, Мака Cy, fax Nos. 89747-98794; етай 
adress: daydesk @inguirer com ph, р 

‘Complaints about lack of fairness or c may be sent to Lorna. 
Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, e-mail address: теа 
ercom. ph or fax Nos, 897-47-93/94, Atm lers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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LPG shows poverty now 
wears a woman’s face 


From page Al 


cooked over charcoal. 


finding has been validated by Y 


an increase in demand for clay stove 
burners in Metro Manila, she said. 
Other housewives in middle- and 
low-income households have started 
using wood and kerosene. 

Guan said that for women LPG was 
the most relevant indication that the 
political crisis was the result of the ac- 
tual economic condition and not due 
tothe political opposition. 

The LPG Industry Association of 
the Philippines confirms that LPG 
sales have gone down since last year. 

"It started in May 2005 due to the 
continued price increase," said Mer- 
cedita Pastrana, executive director of 
the LPG industry association, 

LPG prices, which hit the P500 lev- 
el in mid-November last year, rose to 
P552 per 11-kg cylinder in Metro 
Manila at the beginning of March this 
year, 

Currently, LPG is sold at P490 to 
P540 per 11-kg cylinder, an increase 
of more than 100 percent from its 
price in the same period in 2002. 


LPG sales drop 

“We really felt the drop. Nowadays, 
LPG can sell for as high as P560. 
We're living in tough times,” said 
Bernardo Bolisay, president of the 
LPG Refillers Association of the 
Philippines. 

Bolisay noted a drop in sales, 
which he said started in November 
2005 with the imposition of the 10- 
percent expanded value-added tax. 
‘The VAT rate was raised to 12 percent 
Jast month. 

In San Fernando, Pampanga, Best 
Gas Refilling Plant saw а 30-percent 


FREE Gift Certificates 


‘One can cook meals for the day 
with just P10 to P20 worth of 
Kerosene. j 

“But if we compute that, spending 
P20 а day will amount to P600 а 
month. A refill of an 11-kg LPG costs 
around P500," Pastrana said. 

Because of the high cost of 11-kg 
LPG tanks, the Department of Ener- 
gy is encouraging suppliers to offer 
cooking gas in tanks with capaci- 
ties of as little as 1 kg. The small 
tanks will cost at a little more than. 
P60. 

Bolisay noted that people were re- 


À sorting to charcoal, firewood or even 


TA tom. 
ADJUSTING the prices inside a store 
in Paco, Manila, does not make itany 
less expensive to the marginalized. 

Oil firms rolled back their LPG prices 
bya peso per kilo last week, tex iom. 


drop in sales in February compared to 
the sales of the same month last year, 
Bolisay said. 


10-percent decline nationwide 

Nationwide, the drop in LPG sales 
was about 10 percent, but the decline 
‘was greater in the Visayas and Min- 
danao, where alternative sources of 
energy abound, according to Pas- 
trana. 

She said consumers in Luzon may 
also have resorted to using kerosene 
or even charcoal. 
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Peso's reduced purchasing power 

Prices of basic goods and services 
rose by an average of 7.6 percent in 
February the highest in eight 
months. 

Guan said President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's statements about a strong 
peso masked the reduction in the pe- 
so's purchasing power from 79.2 cen- 
tavos in January 2005 to 74.2 cen- 
tavos in January. 

Guan said Ms Arroyo "has been 
ecstatic" about the peso's strength 
and the growth in portfolio invest- 
ments. 

But both indicators rely heavily on 
the health of the overseas Filipino 
market, Guan said. Remittances by 
overseas Filipino workers rose to 
$10.7 billion in 2005. 

She said portfolio investments 
were not a reliable economic barome- 
ter because they do not directly result. 
in new jobs as they are not injected 
into local industries 

These investments, according to 
Guan, are immediately withdrawn at 
the slightest hint of instability. 
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Customs men who helped Lee sacked 


By Leila B. Salaverria ing the release of a plastic resin 

shipment that suspected smuggler 
CUSTOMS COMMISSIONER Samuel Lee allegedly ordered di- 
Napoleon Morales yesterday or- verted from a customs bonded 
детей the relief ofall Bureau of Cus- warehouse to a private corporation. 
toms personnel involved in facilitat- — Morales said he directed Port 


Samuel Lee released 


From page Al partment for inquest on Tuesday, 
be slapped with three counts of 


15 Benjamin de los Santos said last smuggling. 
night. Lee was among the suspected 


_ Delos Santos is the chief ofthe smugglers named ata recent Sen- 
Criminal Investigation and De- ate hearing, along with Vicky Toh 
‘tection Group-Criminal Investi- and Lucio Lao Co, who are pur- 


i. gation and Detection Division, portedly close to the First Gentle- 


аавал газа 


Ај 


Z which arrested Lee on Sunday at man. 

"ihe ‘Ninoy Aquino International Lees considered “untouchable 
Airport upon his return from and well-entrenched” in the Bu- 
Hong Kong. reau of Customs, according to the 

Lee was arrested for allegedly police, quoting sources in the bu- 
ordering the diversion of a ship- _reau's intelligence units. 
ment of plastic resin from a cus- — Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
toms bonded warehouse to a lez said Lee was not “untouch- 
company in Valenzuela City. able,” assuring that there will be 
‘The Department of Justice тес- по whitewash in the conduct of 
‘ommended earlier yesterday that preliminary investigation. 
Lee, who was brought to the de- Fearing that Lee might flee, 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Contract for Security Services of PRO IV-B 
1з PRO4B.06-002 


The PHILHEALTH REGIONAL OFFICE IV-B (PRO IV-B) through the corporate 
‘operating budgel of the Phitppine Health Insurance Corporation 2006 intends o apply 
tha sum of two milllon seven hundred fifteen thousand one hundred 
(P2,115,100,0) being the Approved Budget forthe Contact (ABC) to payments under 
the contract for Secudly Services. Bids recalved In excess of the ABC shall be 
automatically rejected at Bid Opening. 


Tha PRO IV-B now Invites Bids from eligible biddars for Security Services. This 
contract shal lake elfoc on April 1, 2008 unti December 31, 2008. The description 
ofan eligible bidder Is contained in Secton I of the Bidding Documents, ITB. 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary passa стела as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations 
Part А (IRR-A) of Republe Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known as the "Government 
Procurement Reform Act; and Is restricted (о Filipino clizenisole proprietorship, 
‘rganizalons wih at least sity percent (60%) interest ог outstanding capital stock 
belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to citizens ог organization of a county the 
lams or regulations of which grant similar rights or privileges to Filipino citizens, 
pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject о Commonwealth Act 138 
(СА 138). Only Bids from Bidders who pass the нуу check wil be opened. The 
process for the eligiiity check is dascrbed in Section I ofthe Bidding Documants, 
ITB. The bidder ofthe Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shal advance о the post qualification 
sage їп ordor о finally determine responsiveness of the bid to technical and financial 
requirements of he project. The contact shal then be awarded o the Lowest Calculated 
пароле Bidder (LCR) who was дните as such during Da рова ог 
procedure 


Interested Bidders may obtain further Information from the PhilHealth Regional Office 
М8 and ingec По ekg бота i a пня доп bé fom 80 am. o 
00 p. 


А compote set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from 
the address below and upon payment of а non-elundabe fee in the amount of two 
thousand seven hundred pesos (P 2,700.00). The Bidding Documents shall be 
тесте personally by the prospective Bidder ог his authorized representa. 


The PRO IV-B wil hold а Pre-Bid Conference ороп to al interested parles on March 
|, M, 2006, 2:00 p.m. at the 3" flor, Conference Room, PhilHealih Regional Otlica 
ма. 
` Bits and Eigibilty requirements must be delivered Io the address below on or balore 
1: March 27, 2008, 11:00 a.m. Lato bids shall not be accepted. AI bids must ba 
‘accompanied by a Bà secun in any ofthe following forms and amount 


Form of Securly Winimam Amount ог 
ABC tobe Bid 


[1 Cash, собе chuck, cashiers chock, 
опао chock, bank dat ог krevocable оле percent (15) 
"oar 0 re 


}[ Bonk Guarantee ‘Ono and a hall расон (1 129) 


{id opening shall bo on March 27, 2006, 2:00 pm. at the 3° Floor, Conference 
7 Room, Phieah Regional Orco IV-B. Bids wil be opened In ле presence of the 
2 Bilder representatives who choose to allond atthe address below. 


‘The PRO IV-B reeorves the right lo accapt ог rojct any Bid, lo annul the bidding 
process, and to јез ай Bids at any tme prior to contract award, without thereby 
7 оит any labit to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


(ал 1 Johnrey Igulron (BAC Secr 
ойе wa 

|- PSDG Во #89 Р Burgos comar Alo Sis, Batangas Ciy 

|: та No. (043)723.8822 кс 201 


mall address: segiontb@plineath gov ph 


(Sad) CIRILO C. BALMACEDA 
1] Chiarperson, Bids and Awards Commitee 


(POL Maren 2.8 9. 209 


of Manila Collector Horacio 
Suansing to determine who 
among the ports examiners and 
appraisers were involved in re- 
leasing the plastic resin shipment 
that was apparently misdeclared 


as packaging material. 

“Once he determines who are 
responsible for the release, I asked 
collector Suansing to relieve them 
and give them 72 hours to explain 
why they should not be sanc- 


tioned,” he said in a phone inter- 
view. "We will spare no one." 

He added that he expected to 
learn the identities ofthe relieved 
personnel soon, most likely to- 
morrow. 


after posting P360,000 bail 


Gonzalez ordered the Bureau of 
Immigration to put the suspected 
smuggler under a hold-departure 
order. 

A team composed of State 
Prosecutor Hazel Decena-Valdez 
and Prosecuting Attorney Olivia 
Тотем аз, which conducted an 
inquest on Lee and his alleged co- 
horts—Ronhina Alojado, Jocelyn 
Antos, Butch Go and Rolando 
Cipriano—recommended that 
the accused be slapped with three 
counts of smuggling. 

Lee earlier waived his right to a 
preliminary investigation. 

‘The inquest team, however, 
recommended that the charges 
against Lee's alleged cohorts be 
referred for preliminary investi- 
gation as they have been at-large 
during the inquest. 


Change of heart. 

In Quezon City, the Prosecu- 
ког Office yesterday appeared to 
have had a change of heart and 
amended its earlier resolution 
recommending the release of 
Lee. 

Instead of direct bribery, the 
Prosecutor's Office recommend- 
ed the filing of the charge of cor- 
rupting a public official against 
Lee. 

The prosecutor's recommenda- 
tion to release Lee caused an up- 
roar in the CIDG, which charged 
Lee with bribery. 

‘The recommendation prompt- 
ed Gonzalez to order the Quezon 
City Prosecutor's Office to explain 
its decision, which police officials 
find “highly arbitrary.” 

It was Assistant City Prosecutor 
Ma. Gracia Cadiz-Casaclang who 
recommended Lee's release be- 
cause, according to her, there was 


CAUGHT: Sammy Lee, allegedly the country’s most notorious 
smuggler, is on his way to Camp Crame on Monday. Lee's 62 
container vans allegedly filled with plastic resin were held by 


authorities. 


“no valid case” for Lee's arrest. 

CIDG operatives said the arrest 
was valid because it was made while 
the 41-year-old Lee was allegedly 
trying to hand over P300,000 to the 
head of the arresting team, Insp. Pe- 
dro Velasco, on Sunday. 


Amended resolution 

De los Santos said the amend- 
ed resolution showed that there 
was a case against Lee for his 
bribe offer to a police officer. 

“They reversed themselves. 
‘They recommended the filing of 
the corresponding information in 
court," De los Santos said. 

“Wherefore it is respectfully 
recommended that a case for cor- 
ruption of a public official be filed 
in court instead against the here- 
in respondent. Bail is recom- 
mended at P16,000,” said the 
new resolution signed by 
Casaclang. 

Lee's camp immediately posted 
bail for the corruption charge. His 


китото 


lawyers also posted а surety bond 
for an estafa case he was facing in 
Manila, The bail for the estafa 
‘charge was set at P160,000. 

‘The CIDG has charged Lee with 
violating the Tariff and Customs 
Code for allegedly diverting three 
container vans full of plastic resin 
from the Bureau of Customs. 

“Through a dummy corpora- 
tion, Liontext Enterprises Inc., 
managed by Ronhina Alohado, 
suspect Lee imported raw materi- 
als, high density polyethelene 
resins from Singapore and filed 
an import entry through misdec- 
laration (ofthe resins) as raw ma- 
terials and grossly undervalued 
the shipments in three contain- 
ers,” a police report had said. 


Missing documents 

In her amended resolution, 
Casadang answered the points 
raised by De los Santos when he 
protested against the recommenda- 
tion by the prosecutor to release Lee. 


The customs commissioner al- 
so said he ordered the relief of the 
personnel because they would be 
subjected to an investigation. 

“I also want to follow due pro- 
cess," he added. 


Casaclang said two documents 
were missing when police investi- 
gators filed the bribery charge 
against Lee on March 5—the affi- 
davit of arrest and the affidavit of 
complaint against Lee for viola- 
tion of the country's laws on tar- 
iffs and customs, "which would 
prove that there is a case against. 
(Lee) for which he offered the 
money in order to go'scot free.” 

"It is mind boggling, if not to- 
tally incredible, that a person 
who was allegedly arrested and 
detained on the morning of 
March 5, 2006 could easily have 
gotten out of his detention cell on 
the afternoon of the same day 
and approached a police officer 
seated at his table and offer(ed) a 
yellow plastic bag containing 
300,000," the assistant prosecu- 
tor said. 

"With these in mind and not 
because she was influenced by 
anybody, the undersigned prose- 
cutor deemed it necessary that 
the case be for further investiga- 
tion so as to clarify these matters 
stated above," she said. 

The police did not find 
“mind-boggling” Lee's ability to 
produce P300,000 while under 
detention. 

He was not locked up in a cell 
but detained in a police office. His 
lawyers and family members had 
access to him, the police said. 

The police, however, were glad 
that Casaclang had amended her 
first resolution. 

“People commit mistakes and 
ме are given opportunity to cor- 
rect, and in the spirit of an order- 
ly administration of justice, we al- 
ways seek mutual cooperation 
with the other pillars of the judi- 
ciary," De los Santos said. 


Singapore rewards 2 Filipinas with cash 


From page Al 


for 19 years for the family of Sin- 
gaporean Loke Lai Kuen. She was 
cited "for looking after and caring 
for two sick members of the fami- 
ly while also attending to house- 
hold work.” 

Garcia has been employed by 
the family of Mae Heng for six 
years, She has looked after 
Heng’s young son who has a mo- 
tor-planning speech disorder. 

Garcia even took a sign lan- 
guage course “to better under- 
stand her ward and help out in his 
therapy" the DFA reported. 

‘Some 150,000 women work as 
maids in Singapore, mainly from 
Indonesia, the Philippines and Sri 


Lanka. Filipino domestic helpers 
include well-schooled wom- 
en—former professionals, teach- 
ers, health workers, office em- 
ployees and college gradu- 
ates—often considered to have 
an advantage over other South- 
east Asian nationalities because 
of their fluency in English. 


Gov't-sponsored 

The — government-sponsored 
awards were given on Feb. 23 on 
the occasion of Singapore's Na- 
tional Foreign Workers Day, DFA 
spokesperson Gilbert Asuque 
said, quoting a report from the 
Philippine Embassy in Singapore. 

‘The Filipino winners were cho- 
sen from over 300 nominations re- 


ceived by the organizers. A total of 
13 awards were handed out dur- 
ing the celebration, the DFA said. 


‘Top Singapore employers 

‘Among the runners-up for the 
"Employer of the Year” award 
was Tay Boon Sun, a Singapore- 
an who has hired a Filipina, En- 
carnacion Montales, as maid in 
his household for the past 20 
years. 

Philippine Ambassador to Sin- 
gapore Belen R Anota congratu- 
ated Quiatchon and Garcia, say- 
ing "their winning only showed 
the Filipinos’ commitment to 
their respective jobs." 

In 1995, Singapore refused to 
heed the Philippine government's 


appeals to stay the execution of 
Contemplacion, sparking street 
protests in Manila and straining 
diplomatic ties between the two 
neighbors. 

А Singaporean court convicted 
Contemplacion, 42, of killing an- 
other Filipino maid, Delia Maga, 
and her ward, a 4-year-old Singa- 
porean boy—crimes that the con- 
demned maid denied until her 
death. 

‘Anti-Singapore sentiments 
were briefly revived in Septem- 
ber last year when Singaporean 
authorities arrested and charged 
another Filipino maid, Guen 
Aquilar, 29, with the gruesome 
murder of another Filipino maid, 
Jane La Puebla, 26. 


‘Superman’s’ widow dies of lung cancer; 44 


From page Al 


around the world—her death 
seemed sudden. As recently as Jan, 
12, she looked healthy and happy 
as she belted out Carole Kings 
"Now and Forever” at a packed 
Madison Square Garden during a 
ceremony honoring hockey sur 
Mark Messier, a friend. 

"Unfortunately that’s what hap- 
pens with this awful disease," said 
Maggie Goldberg of the Christo- 
pher Reeve Foundation, where 
Dana had succeeded her husband 
as chair. "You feel good, you're re- 
sponding and then the downtum." 

Dana died Monday night at 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Medical 
Center in Manhattan, said founda- 
tion president Kathy Lewis. 

Officials would not discuss 
Dana's treatment or say when she 
entered the hospital. But Lewis 
said she visited her there on Fri- 
day, when Dana was “tired but 
with her typical sense of humor 
and smile, always trying to make 
other people feel good, her char- 
acteristic personality.” 


Loving spirit 

“The brightest light has gone 
out" said comedian Robin 
Williams. "We will forever cele- 
brate her loving spirit" 

Former President Bill Clinton 
and Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
described Dana as "a model of 
tenacity and grace.” 

“Despite the adversity that she 
faced, Dana bravely met these 
challenges and was always an ex- 
күт y d voted wile, mother 


and advocate,” the Clintons said. 

Christopher and Dana married 
їп 1992, Life changed drastically 
for the young show business cou- 
ple three years later when 
Christopher suffered near-total 
paralysis in a horse-riding acci- 
dent and almost died. 

In his autobiography, “Still 
Me,” Christopher wrote that he 
suggested early on to his wife, 
“Maybe we should let me go." She 
responded, “Til be with you for 
the long haul, no matter what, 
You're still you and Ilove you." 

Those were “the words that 
saved my life,” Christopher said. 


Caregiving for 9 years 

For Christophers remaining 
nine years, Dana became her hus- 
band’s constant companion and 
supporter during the ordeal of his 
rehabilitation, winning world- 
wide acclaim and admiration, 
With her husband, she became an 
a the search fora cure for 
spinal cord injuries, 

“Something miraculous and 
wonderful happened amidst ter- 
rible tragedy, and a whole new di» 
mension of life began to emerge," 
Dana wrote in а 1999 book, "Care 
Packages; Letters to Christopher 
Reeve from Strangers and Other 
Friends.” 


Return to acting 

"What we had yet to discover 
were all the gifts that come out of 
sharing hardship, the hidden 
pleasures behind the pain,” she 
said, 

Alter her husband's death, 


pleasures behind the pain 
discovered. jencerrrvats 


Dana said she planned to return 
to acting. She had appeared on 
Broadway, off-Broadway and re- 
gional stages and on the TV 
shows “Law & Order,” “Oz,” and 
“all My Children” and she'd had 
to give up a Broadway role when 
she was widowed. 

"Тат an actress and T do have 
to make а living,” Dana said, 

However, her mother died of 
complications from ovarian cancer 
and Dana’s own diagnosis came 
the next summer, two days after 
the lung cancer death of ABC News 
anchor Peter Jennings, a smoker. 

“Irhought that after everything 
that she had gone through with 
Chris that she would have time to 
smell the flowers and ће in the 


" said Sen, Diane Feinstein, 
"But apparently that was not 
meantto be." 

From the start, Dana, a non- 
smoker, expressed confidence she 
would beat lung cancer. And four 
months ago, wearing a long for- 
mal gown at a fundraising gala 
for the foundaton, Dama pro- 
voked wolf whistles from 
Williams and said she was re- 
sponding well to treatment. 

“Tm beating the odds and defy- 
ing every statistic the doctors сап 
throw at me," Dana said. "My prog- 
nosis looks better all the time.” 


Human touch 

At about the same time, Dana. 
taped a PBS show, "The New 
Medicine,” about how doctors are 
paying more attention to a pa- 
Tents cultural values and 
lifestyle as part of treatment. In 
her introduction to the program, 
she said: "It has become clear to 
me that high-tech medicine, with 
all its wonders, often leaves out 
that all-important human touch." 

PBS on Tuesday said that the 
show would be broadcast as 
scheduled on March 29. 

Survivors include the Reeves" 
13-year-old son, Will; two grown 
stepchildren, Matthew апа 
Alexandra; her father, Charles 
Morosini; and two sisters. 

Goldberg said Will was “in the 
loving care of family and friends" 
and that his mother had arranged 
for his future. 

"The foundation said no plans 
for Dana's funeral had been an- 
nounced 
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Nearly 100 firms 


linked to Thaksin 
facing boycott 


BANGKOK—THAI PROTESTERS THREATENED WEDNESDAY TO 
boycott nearly 100 companies and products linked to Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra, racheting up the pressure for him to resign. 


The boycott list includes several top interna- 
tional brands, such as Toyota, Heineken, 
Nescafé and Seven-Eleven convenience stores. 

"We will see to it that Thai people don't 
drink Nescafé coffee or buy goods at Seven- 
Eleven convenience stores," said Parnthep Pu- 
wrpongpam, a spokesperson for the anti- 
‘Thaksin coalition that has led weekly protests 
in Bangkok. 

‘The list includes dozens of companies with 
links to Thaksin's business empire and to his 
party. 

‘The boycott would begin Thursday if the 
Singapore investment firm Temasek completes 
its purchase of Shin Corp., the telecom giant 
founded by Thaksin, Parnthep said. 

‘Thaksin's family sold its nearly 50-percent 
stake in Shin Corp. to Temasek in late January, 
making $1.9 billion in the tax-free deal. Public 
anger at the deal snowballed into weekly 
protests and plunged Thailand into political 
turmoil. 

“А boycott is the general right of the Thai 
public to protest against Shin Corp.'s sale to 
Temasek,” Parnthep said. 

The Peoples Alliance for Democracy re- 
leased a list of nearly 100 boycott targets, in- 
cluding Thailand's largest mobile phone oper- 
ator, three international airlines and two 
banks. 

Among Shin Corp.'s companies are Thai- 
land's biggest mobile phone operator Advance 
Info Service (AIS), discount carrier Air Asia, In- 
terhet provider CS Loz Info and iTV television. 
station. 


set off a panicked 
crush as people 
scrambled for safety. 
“The blast was so 
powerful that it 
could be heard 
across the town, and 
we have moved five 
or six badly-burned 
dead,” an eyewitness 


Tuesday, killing at 
least 21 people and 
wounding 62 at a 
crowded temple and 
a railway station. 
Police also found 
two other bombs near 
the city’s main crema- 


iveryone маѕ 
running. There were 


Temaseks varied interests include banks 
DBS, Thai Danu Bank and UOB, the Hard Rock 
Café franchise, Tiger Beer and Heineken, as 
‘well as Singapore and Cathay Pacific airlines, 

Billionaire Thaksin counts many top b 
nessmen among his рапуз members and sup- 
porters, including people with ties to Toyota, 
Nescafé and Seven-Eleven—putting all those 
firms on the protesters’ list as well. 

‘The latest threat from the protesters came as 
they ready for their next major rally Monday 
night, to be followed early Tuesday by a march 
оп Government House during Thaksin's Cabi- 
net meeting. 

‘The protesters got a major boost this week 
when the nation's biggest union vowed to mo- 
bilize 100,000 workers to join them. 

Unions representing Thailand's 42 state en- 
terprises are set ro meet Thursday on whether 
to join the protest, but divisions have begun to 
emerge among the workers. 

A delegation of railway workers delivered а 
statement to Thaksin's office, saying they 
wanted to remain neutral in the political crisis. 

“The union members want to explain that 
we are not all involved with those calling for a 
strike and joining the protest to oust the gov- 
ernment,” the statement said. 

‘Adding to the pressure on Thaksin, the army 
chief warned Wednesday that the ongoing po- 
litical upheaval could unsettle revered King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej. 

“The king may be upset because he knows 
that we are having these problems in the coun: 
try" Gen. Sonthi Boonyaratglin said 


India blasts kill 21, injure 62 


LUCKNOW, INDIA— 
Three separate bomb 
blasts ripped through 
the holy Hindu city of 
Varanasi in India on 


was almost а stam- 
pede." Witnesses said 
а marriage ceremony 
was taking place at 
the temple when the 
blast occurred. They 
said several students 
due to appear for ex- 
ams were also at the 
temple to ойт 
prayers. 

Rescue — workers 
struggled in 


their legs and on the 
lower pars of their 
bodies, people on the 
scene said. 

Within 10 minutes, 
two more bombs 
went off in the city’s 
main railway station, 
said Kamlesh Pathak, 
the city’s deputy ad- 
ministrator. AFP 
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tion site on the banks 
of the Ganges River, 
officials said. There 
was no immediate 
claim of responsibil 
ty forthe attacks. 

‘The authorities put 
states across India on 
high alert, fearing the 
attacks in Hinduism's 
holiest city could 
spark communal vio- 
lence. 

The first blast tore 
into the Hanuman 
Temple temple—one 
of the oldest as well 
as one of the most 
beloved shrines in the 
ancient city—when it 
was packed with 
faithful carrying out 
their weekly Tuesday | iex 
night worship. PEE ui 

резе said the [fist Басара ња itm co promis om 
powerful explosion 


Varanasis narrow 
lanes to cart out the 
victims, most of 
whom had injuries on 
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corpses lying 
around,” another wit- 
mess told Aaj Tak 
news channel. “There 


GREATER 
LOADING 


CAPACITY 


LOADMA 
CADMARTER, 


DISTRIBUTORS: Chairman Market 


REVERSIBLE 


1724-0907 
Total Enterprise 927-4422 / 927-8226 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Energy Complex, Мет! Road 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


ThePNOC-Energy Development Corporation is ung at nterested suppers to 
apply and sub sealed bids ortho supply and delivery ofthe folowing: 

Various Sizes of Carbon Steel Seamless Pipes Under FGT 51966 

‘Approved budget: PHP 2,145,000.00 

Engbity forms and bidding documonts shati ре avedabe for issuance at the above 
address clo Roderick R. Cabaniog staring March 2, 2006, rom 9:20 AM 1o 3:30 
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{he Approved Budget forthe Contract in order o qual. 

МОС латуу Development Corporation resorves the right to annul the bidding 
process, lo rejectanyorailbis,lowalve any informally nthe bis received and o 
Becepisuchbd which s most advantageous io PNOC-EDC witout nereby incurring 
Карту lo е alleciad bidder or bidaors or any obligation to Inform the affecind 
bidder or bidders ofthe Grounds) or PNOC-EDC s action 
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Republic of tne Pruppines 
egartmentof Heat 

CENTER FOR HEALTH DEVELOPMENT 
Northern Mindanao 
Cagayan de Oro Сау 

Tel No (088) 858-7128 233-2306, 360-4325; 726478 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Center for Heath Development – Norther Mindanao, Carmen, Cagayan 
de Oro Сау. is inviting contractors and security services operators to apply for 
Sigiity and to bid for securly services for calendar year 2006 with Approved 
Budge! Cost of PB76 009.00 sourced out ol the GOP appropriations for ths Осе. 


È 


Timatabie of bidding process are as follows. 


[ Bidding Process. 
| Registration of meresied contractors 
Pre-Bdóing Conference 


Schedule 
зл March 9, 2006 
March 20, 2008 
200 PM, 
DOH-CHD Conference Room. 
March 10:24, 2006 
March 27. 2008. 

200 PM, 
DOH-CHO Conlerenco Room. 


Penod of convactors ohyby check — | - 
Opening of Bids 


‘Bid forms wil be made avaliable to suppllersicontraciors who passed the 
даму check at а non-refondabie cost of PS00 00 


‘The Director IV ofthe DOH-CHO Norther Mindanao, Carmen, Cagayan de Ore 
сау reserves the nght 1o waive any defect or informally in the offers of bids, ané 
тера any ог all bi proposals that may be deemed disadvantageous (o the 
goverment, 

For further information, please inquire rom the Bids and Awards Committee 
x ns Secretarat, or cal telephone по 858-7123, 233-2306, 950-4325, of vst Ou 
жере at www.chd 10 doh gov ph or етай us at ehd_edo@yahoo.com 


(вда) JULITO C. SABORNIDO, JR., MD, MPH 


Droctor V 
ро aren 162006) 


YOUR RELIABLE: 
SUPPLIER 


FIRST AND FOREMOST 


BETTER BENDING RESISTANCE 


RACKMASTER RA 


Liana Trading 241-6701 to 04 
Townline Center Inc. 7852304 ! 742-4863 


RACKMASTER ECR 
pis 


[е] AL 
= 


IMITATED NEVER EQUALED 
ured by: COFTA MOULDINGS CORPORATION, 
SICA Comp Lawang Bato, Valenzuela Cty 
Tes 449-5702 10 94 985-8690 o 40 
HVO Arcade, Brgy. бозала, 
www.cofta.com.ph 
памте 


waren из 


Simco 712-1276 / 732-8382 Super Power 983-5991 to 94 


МАРИА 


JERUSALEM—ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER 
Shaul Mofaz warned Tuesday that Hamas’ 
Palestinian prime minister-designate Ismail 
Haniya would not be immune from assassina- 
tion ifthe radical Islamists carried out attacks. 

"From the moment when Hamas continues 
оп the path of terrorism, nobody in the move- 
‘ment will benefit from immunity” Mofaz said 
when asked on army radio about the possibility 
of Haniya being subject to a targeted killing op- 
eration. 

Haniya has been tasked by Palestinian leader 
Mahmud Abbas to form a government following 
Hamas’ massive victory ina Jan. 25 general elec- 
tion. 

Hamas has carried out dozens of anti-Israeli 
suicide attacks during the course of a five-year 
Palestinian uprising although none in the past 12 
months. 

Hamas reacted to Mofazs comments by ас, 
cusing Israel of conducting "state terrorism." 
“Hamas does not fear these threats and black- 
mail. We are committed to the defense of our 


пода otra Prapras 
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Sonnen Zamboanga Cty 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
RE-BIDDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF ONE (1) LOT 


69 KV TRANSMISSION LINE 


Palestine P 


rights and our people whatever the price,” 
spokesperson Sami Abu Zuhri told AFP 

"These comments by the Israeli defense min- 
{ster are an illustration of state terrorism." 

‘Two Hamas leaders, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin 
and Abdelaziz al-Rantissi, were killed in Israeli 
air strikes two years ago. Haniya was also pre- 
sent with Yassin during an earlier assassination 
attempt in September 2003. 

More recently, Israel has targeted leaders of 
the extremist Islamic Jihad movement which has 
continued to carry out attacks, including seven 
suicide bombings in the past year. 

Two members of Jihad died in an air strike on 
Gaza City on Monday but three children were al- 
so killed in the attack, which prompted stinging 
international criticism from the United Nations. 

Mofaz vowed that the so-called targeted 
killing operations would continue. "This policy is 
just and it will be pursued,” he said, adding that 
the strikes were carried out with “surgical preci- 


sion’ 
‘Questioned specifically about the deaths of an 
eight-year-old and two 
- 15-year-old boys in 
Mondays strike, Mo- 
faz said he was "sony 
when civilians are hit” 
"But if you weigh the 
advantages and disad- 
vantages (of targeted 


M not immune 
from assassination — Israel 
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killings), you can see that when we acted against 
Hamas, the situation changed. For this to work 
with Jihad, we need a little bit of patience," he 
added. 

The commander of Israel's air force, Eliezer 
Shkedy, said his forces made every effort not to 
hurt civilians but that in war it was not always 


"We are making superhuman efforts not to 
hurt those who are not involved in terrorism but 
we do not succeed every time. Its a war," he told 
army radio. 

The UN Middle East peace envoy, Alvaro de 
Soto, stressed his opposition to what he called 
“extra-judicial killings, for reasons which include 
the danger they pose to innocent bystanders. 

“While recognizing Israel's right to defend it- 
self, particularly from rocket attacks, 1 call on the 
Israeli military authorities to desist from extra- 
judicial killings and show maximum restraint at 
this delicate time” Mofazs comments about 
Haniya come amid the countdown to an Israeli 
general election on March 28, with the ruling 
Kadima party keen to deflect any suggestion 
they are “soft on terrorism." 

Benjamin Netanyahu, leader of the right- 
wing opposition Likud’ party, has claimed 
Hamas's victory was a direct result of the 
government's decision to pull troops and set- 
ters out of the Islamists’ Gaza Strip 
stronghold last year. AFP 


New high-tech gizmos 
showcased at world fair 


BERLIN—THE WORLD'S BIG- 
gest high-tech fair opens this 
week, showeasing the latest in 
robotics, computers and con- 
sumer electronics to make the 
hearts of gadget fans beat faster. 

"The CeBIT, running March 9- 
15 in the northern German city 
of Hanover, will host more than. 
6,200 exhibitors from 71 coun- 
tries and some 474,000 visitors 
eager to take in new advances 
in digital and information tech- 
nology. 

‘Among the most hotly await- 
ed trends are new applications 
for Radio Frequency Identifica- 
tion (RFID) technology, which 
is slated to wipe the traditional 
barcode off the map. 

Developers see hundreds of 
uses for the tiny antennae 
planted in chips the size of a 
postage stamp. 

‘Shoppers in the furure will be 
able to pull their carts up to the 
supermarket counter and with 
one “beep!” have all the prod- 
ucts registered and billed in an 
instant. 

Bookworms will be able to 
run through a similar scanner 
and, with a chip in each vol- 
ume, skip long checkout 


lines at the library. 

And patients will eventually 
be able to have RFID chips im- 
planted in their bodies, allow- 
ing any attending doctor to call 
up his or her personal health 
history atthe touch of a button. 

Germany's renowned 
Frauenhofer Institute and the 
neurology clinic at Berlin's 
Charite hospital are to unveil a 
“mental typewriter” that will al- 
low people incapacitated by i 
jury or disease to communicate. 

Using 128 electrodes fas- 
tened to the cranium, the in- 
vention literally reads minds as 
the patient uses his thoughts to 
type out messages. 

‘And the event would not be 
complete without a few rather 
gimmicky gee-whiz inventions 
including “intelligent” vacuum 
cleaners and lawn mowers that 
take care of household chores 
and return themselves to the 
charging station. 

“The CeBIT is focusing on 
RFID this year because in the 
future, all processing, for exam- 
ple in the field of logistics, will 
be changed beyond recogni- 
tion," said Ernst Raue of the. 
event's organizing team. AFP 


US lawmaker 
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ораси 
‘Budget 205 eter lo apy e sum f FIFTEEN MILLION SIKTY-ONE THOUSAND SIX 
MUNDRED TWENTY-TWO & SANOO PESOS ONLY (15061 822 66) eng Pa Approvo Buda 
Tor Солта АВС payments ee a слива ог Re biddnglorthe Construction of One. 
1000,69 KV Transmission ine" Bs смеса олсве cf 1e ABC sal ba адста 
бед Bdopnr 

ThaZartboorga Cty Special Economic Zone AuhoryZCSEZA)owcals Lr ha миса 
{ota ofr (LOs fom potona! Bors b apply for aby ore" Пена or tha 
Consiucion of One ]Le(68 KV Transmission Line" Beers ouk possess a vaid PCAS 
ieansaagpleaioto Pa abot areias ot no corra, ovo completed amir cortraci wP 
aalus olat ty pren Ef ABC, and meat woher rerum equrenerts 
‘Sede Epis Docents Vürresd Baders mast b ar Ов and secum me Egy 
Bocmerisupenpormerolarnlunde во! Two Hundra Pasos 200 on March t$ 
20, 2006 и ә BAG Беста 2nd Foor,ZAMBOECOZONE Administration Buling. 
‘Zasteatorstreghaty be evshusadona’passfof bass Tha last day orba subrsson of 
soccompistedEigaltyDocumars sa be amino dala Ра open of Eighty Documents 
or March 28,2006 t 10:00 ama ho Audio Visual Room, ма Floor, ZAMBOECOZONE 
Administration Bulking, San Ramon, Zamboanga Cy Ory hes doen pag ne ому 
Chack wi bo ened purenase о eng Documents 

engi condiced troup oneneonpatne bog pscedumeas secado трио 
Riles and Подови Prt A ORR AJ ol RepusheActOiss (RA 01887 oars known os т 
"Goverment Procmert loma. воза sted, ies hero sisted, DOMES 
"wil ossemerty fa pace 75%) tarasi or oustanding captai sock balongna o cazensa 
To Phippines inacconancawin Da IRR-A o! R'A S184 oriy Bids femelgise ars wlte 
огей naccorancawinta IRR-A c RLA 9184 a contract ћу awarded lo The Lowest 


(cuted en esporsi Bade vno was dlamvadas such dua podquíeatn. 


ровна ors shall att nar accomplished ElgettyDocureris to he BAC Secretariat, 
nicer, 2AMBOECOZONE Administration Bung on or betore March 22,2006 0.0 


‘Acoma sel king бэслтөпа maybe раставу Bec thai passeio egbatycheck 
оле preseriaton ol Pa Nos ot бирои о BAC Scart a esses below andupon. 
\paymentofanorevlundati tee c Two Thousand Five Hundred Pesos 2.50000) Tre Bang 
Documents snape recane porary yh pader ornis алт пг preserve on March 28 
-Apri 10,2008. 

The Zamboanga Ciy Special Economie Zona Auhoy ZCSEZA wield арта Be Contorno 
pensat Емуше 8з ол Apr, 2006 at 10:00 nm. st a додо Visuai Room Floor, 
ZAMGOECOZONE Administration Bulking, San Ramon, Zamboanga Сту. 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Ang Bangkong May Damdaming-Bayan 
1598M H. del Ptar comer Dr.J. Quintos Sreets, Malate. Manta 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Land Bank of the Philippines invites suppliers/manufacturersidistributorsiconiraciors lo apply 


for eligibility and to bid for the projects as stated below: 


пвмо, Mtem Description. 


2006000  SOuris Automated Тебе Machines 
PLUS: Four (4) Year Maintenance Package 


100095. Jacketfor Savings Passbook 
wah Logo, 536 x4- 6" 
Jackstior Savings Signature 
Card, 547-172" 
‘Checkbook Jacket B6 x T^ 
Flos Jacket for ATM Card 
(Green), 148mm. 103mm. 


200605 220785 Multimedia Projector 


‘9,000 bes. 


41,000 pcs. 
33,000 dis. 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project 


(2) years with an amount of atleast 50% of the proposed 


степа. Post qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 


2450000 
184500000 
me 

т 08 
Р 2,164,800.00 


‘project for bidding. The Eligibility Check! 
Screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionery “passifal” 


to block Dubai 
ports deal 


"WASHINGTON—DEFYING PRESIDENT 
George W. Bush, Republicans in the House of 
Representatives on Tuesday moved to block 
plans by a state-owned Arab company to 
manage six US ports by attaching an amend- 
ment to must-pass spending legislation for 
the Iraq war and hurricane relief 

House Republican leaders backed a plan by 
Appropriations Committee Chair Јепу Lewis to 
push an amendment aimed at stopping the Dubai 
ports deal the administration had approved, said 
Ron Bonjean, spokesperson for House Speaker 
Dennis Hastert, an Illinois Republican. 

"Wedo not believe the US should allow a state- 
‘owned company to run American ports," Bonjean 
said. Lewis told reporters the роп security legisla- 
tion was still being drafted in the House and work 
remains with the Senate. But he added, “It is my 
intention to lay the foundation to block the deal." 
The House Appropriations Committee is expected 


LBP Funds 
LBP Funds 


within the last two 


to debate the ports amendment on Wednesday. 

lewis, a Califomia Republican, said his 
amendment to the emergency spending bill for 
the Iraq war and hurricane rebuilding would not 
mandate that only American citizens be involved 
in running US ports. He said "the language is de- 
signed to deal specifically with the concems that 
flow around the United Emirates question.” But 
he also said the measure "could be interpreted to 
be broader than just a single country" 

Bush has threatened to veto legislation that at- 
tempts to block the $6.85 billion deal under 
which Dubai Ports World took over the global as- 
sets of Britain-bosed P&O which would give the 
state-owned Arab company control over manag- 
ing some facilities at six major US ports. Reuters 


oe 


AN INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
(ANENDEO] 


{gle Bor must subra ne Basta adress below nor before Apri, в 10:00 amn- 
"ABs mun be eccompaniedby ad Securty nine отпа! Cosh, Cated Check. Cass 
‘Greek Morugars Crack me man amowrt cí On Hundred ly Thousand Sx Hundred Side 
Paros A ZV100 Ону P1061623 СЭ Sty Bores nw amourt oi Toe Нала Severi. 
Sic Thousand Fire Hundred Fory Pesos S700 (P376 340.57) or an oounatent атомна 
freclycomerblecuency Us Bs srat not o aecopted Ba opening sso on Apr 20, 2006 
Мода atina Aude Visual Room, УЧ Рох ZAMBOECOZONE Administration Buling. 
San Ramon, Zaoanga Cty Beas wi ba opened nne presence le Bers rapsenttuos 
Wi chooslo anana ote adros baw on Ape 20. 2060: 690m. 

Compltonclthe Works а requredby Ono Hun Tarty (120) Calandar Da. 

“The Zamboanga Ciy Special Econoni Zone Auhorty ZCSEZA) reseras etl aceptar 
‘el олуб ond ang prosss, onc rectas tanytrme por o contract awari, 
‘nebo tery neuron ketytoDe ated бди or Bes 


‘Bidding for the above requirements is scheduled on April 5, 2006 at 1:00 PM and pertinent Bid 
Documents may be obtained from the General Services Department, 25th Floor, LANDBANK Plaza, 
М.Н. del Piar comer Dr. Quintos Streets, Malate, Manda, upon payment of a non-refundable feo 
of P5,000.00 (ITB No. 2006-020) and P1,000.00 (ITB Nos. 2006-046 and 2006-053). 


Interested suppliers are requested to attend the Pre-Bid Conference scheduled on March 21, 
2006 (ТВ No. 2006-020) and March 23, 2006 (ITB Nos. 2006-046 and 2006-053) atthe 25th Floor, 
Conference Room, LANDBANK Piaza, Malate, Manila. 


АЛ particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance 
Security, Pre-Bidding Conferences), Evaluation of Bids, Post Qualification and Award of 
‘Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions of КА 9184 and its implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR). 


LANDBANK reserves the right to reject any or all bids, declare the bidding а fallure or waive any 
‘gure остану fren ard make an award lo ne bidder ose bidis he mosi advariagens othe 
атк. 


т RE BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


Git ee ———M— € 


Replica he Pipes 
City Government of Zamboanga. 
sip AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
ip lt amines Cr 

та Na тезу, 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Drugs and Medicines 


Theme of Praec) 
Amoxicillin $00 mas, Clotrimazole Vaginal Tabs, ete. 


Republic of Ihe Phiippines 
Deparment of Agneuture 
IATIONAL IRRIGATION ADMINISTRATION 
REGION ХИ (CARAGA) 
‘Banas, Butuan City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


CONSTRUCTION OF DIVERSION WORKS 


m 

CEBU PORT AUTHORITY 

Се Comos Serprg ameta Bouvard нот Recanaton ves, Cobu CIY 
Бр pn, 

[apes Sa ion inanes 


OF MARIHATAG-MARARAG COMMUNAL IRRIGATION SYSTEM 
Marihatag, Surigao del Sur 
Loan [Credit] No. PH-P203 


The Government ofthe Phiippines has recaved a ioan from the Japan Bank 
for internabonal Cooperation toward the cost of Marhatag-Mararag Communal 
mato System, Manhatag, Sungao dal Sur, and t tende to apply part of the 
‘whale proceeds ol tv loan, together wi the GOP counterpart funds te payments 
under the contract for ihe construction of diversion works under Local Minor 
Contract Мо RO-SDS-LMC-001. 


The National irigation Adminisraton-Region XII (Caraga) now invites sealed 
Bde from окре Beers lor Ine Constructon ої an Ogee- Type Diversion Werks. 
Cójpoleton of tne works в roqurod wan 250 Calendar Days (250 CD) 


‘sing wil be conducted In accordanco with relevant procedures for open 
competitive bidding as spected nthe Implemanng Rules and Reguletons (IRR) 
‘of Republ Act 9104 otherwise known os the “Government Procurement Reform 
‘ek lo the оноп в constant vr ha Japan Bank fr International Cooperation 
procurement procedures and s open to ай Bidders from eligible source countnes 
s defined in ne “Guidelines lor Procurement under JBIC Loans " 

Interested Biddors shall securo tho Eligibility Documents from tho BAC 
Эро o he NA Rogon XI Caraga), Banca, Butuan Cay staring March 
48,2008 to Apri T, 2006. They shal submit he accomplished убицу Documents 
onor votare 5:00 P.M. on April 18, 2006 

"igi Bidders may oblam further information rom NU Region ХІ (Caraga) 
‘and перес tne Ваве Documents rom 8:00 AM. o 500 P.M Monday to Fnday 
Starting April 9, 2006. 

А completo set of Bidding Documents in English may be purchased by емдш 
Bidders upon the submission af a итеп application and payment af а non- 
Tulundabie fea of Five Thousand Posos oniy (P5,000 00) The Bidding Documents 
Shol be receved personaly by по bider or his duly authorized representative rom. 
‘April 9, 2006 to May 7, 2008 

“The NIA-Region XIN (Caraga) wil hold a Рге Э Conference open to al Ehgbie 
Басет on Aprl 20, 2006, 1:00 PM. at ta NA Rageral Ol, Barca, Ban 

y 

Eligible Bidders must submit ther Bid on or beore May 8, 2005. 2:00 P.M. All 
Bis must be accompaniad by a Bid Securty In the form of caster managers 
‘check, nthe amount of Ona Hundred Тапу Five Thousand Thrly Throa Posos and 
БОЛОО (P135.033 69) Ва Opening shali he on May 8, 2006, 2:00 Р.М. at NIA- 
Regional Ота. Bancas. Dutuan Cy Ви wil bo opened in ihe presence of ho 
Bidders roprosóntatves who choose lo attend 

The National ngation Adminstration reserves the right to accept or rect алу 
‘Bid, fo annui the bidding procesa. and to туюк! al Bis at any ume pror lo contract 
award, чипом thereby incurring any labity to tno affoctd Bidder ог Diddors 


(Sod ) RAFAEL А. ALAS, JR. 
ВАС Chanman 
Approved: 


(Sod ) DEMOCRATICO Р. GRANA, JR., CESO V 


{Biol Deserpton of GOODS) 

“The City Government of Zamboanga. through me General Fund 2006 intend to 
app sum of THREE MILLION FIVE HUNDRED FORTY THOUSAND SEVEN 
HONORED SIXTY PESOS (P3,540,760.00) ONLY bong the Approved Бобов lor 
{he Contact (ABC) o payments under to contractor Drugs and Medicines (PR 
No. 100-06-02-0222) ie recened m excess о те ABC shal be aulomatcaly 
Тесей al орел, 

‘The Clty Government of Zamboanga now због Bids Кот etgele Bidders for 
Amoxicin 590 mgs.. Clotrimazole vaginal tabs, ot. Deivery c ma GOODS в 
feqored ior Ten (10 working days The Gesergaon olan eiie de а conianed 

Documents, 18. 


umng the post quatiicaton procedure. 
Interested Bidders may obtain further information fom City Government of 
Zombosngs-Procuremont, Acquistion & Award Division and гара ne Dong 
Sere nanos get попова rim Maren 08 19 
Ex 
A complete set ot вади Documants may be purchased by елена Bidder rom 
{he эое below and upon "ia on retoncatie foa n te amount o. 
9120000 The method o payment ча bo Cash payable to the Ciy Тогы 
lice The Bang Documents sa ve recevo persanasy bythe prospective Baer 
опа ouonzoa represerianve 

wa ots Pre Bid Conferencoopen oat terested 


dams of Chock, Certo’ Ch 

(he Cay Таа Bank Dra 

P38,407 60 or Bank Guerantes т amount cl PED. 111 40 or Surly Bond in a 
nint o PER STS 00 or an ендеп amour in a нову convertie curency Laie 
бав sta nci be accepted 

Ва opening shat be on March 22, 2006 at 10:00 AM In the City Engineers 
Conference Room. City Hal 2 C Без wa be oponed n mo precence ot me Bade, 
Tepresentaives wno слоте anand o adress below. 

‘Tobe dulivered n the Оте of tha City General Services Intended or the Office 
fine City Heat. 

"he Cty Government ot Zamboanga reserves e rg to accept or eect any Di 1o 
эги the bring process and io eae! al Ds a any ene pro o contract анана 
anoo tere Surg any tabiey io he pieces боо or Baders 


eroe Бадра о me Слика ABC Yis THREE MLUON (PIN, oe pd ве CPA, hs 0753 ol ls 
шз met Pa es petam 
past DESCRPIONGFSENTEEE 
Tune Тозак voten ус mst et 
peces merce ma paat zanan uk 
esee praetor p. [UTI 
Бет ipse SUCCESS FEE) 
‘scan isms an LOW wa Be BAC Senator be Moreh 23, M The 
‘Semitic yt cnet а B Secundi Mh Z3, um oe ani tmi o c 
Пааа 
‘pin ae Sra Leang Асто Окои te ае! aded fe BAC балогат ше бат 
АРЫЗЫН ра састао ннат дїрт оле: de pedem Dee еро 
Н Натали ушы Gera dc he rcd agi eum. 
Te BAC sol э рге son a c net Atesos да коп ho ta hae sa. mae леин э 
EMI Нама Pe EE 
i me antl peperit Malte eee im o Tn rene od тилу um ed ж 
3 эһ, — Gee enerena d во А concer en е те eens la Vm an а i 
esses d o propa wd irr, cm ecrire d tu тори mi Ba e sa 


[d 
Tere Tro Mia 
os (Pa 


[ES 


ВЕ 

ВЕЗЕ 

Tie pug ote дрвен 7% Basea on sach ат, те BAC Sc нй оз ia his 
КЕ ЕГ) 

алы И ылуу 
Ан ыз кор доп ата ис quad th pas he ne дид б ten Бе Et 
‘econo Б ш ceed tom а GPA Ти cnra yb ode ge йыга жа rne Be 
Mie мелше шл dg ed gon 

The CPA BAC sues eg Qn Cor Deed Evaluation xine Th cni rg ore 
Dima dit ate pone be nni Bass lae Wo PA CPA 

abd ones be ma nto igh n oti FAS b DUC Sue sey A 18.2008 
ты и борећи ando es Fh ha hada 300 PM a Ap 25 206 те Cort 
Ra Coo Pet Aon 

эд en tmnt ова DAC Sot onor kes 300PM on May 0 20е ио Crea Rm Ca 
RARE haber sna at en pe vw mots s a pad Fn dus 

spe ctr t gti Secum Bi Sei Promos Sey Probing Crown rium ot 
E Жш баен st Аки и Cine sna be рота by m pere roro d RA ЗИ эм ө, 
Sey йн же Ragan (ЯН 

Сре па eso cre n 
Сри ба при oo ony or s bads o we ny ams Bee. le экер such bu oe ође 
‘Sona или © te mme 

Fa mes fosa into BAC Sent E 472027 ө (Y ра VS 


Regionai Manager Tol Fax 002-7783 or 801-0802 


(508 MARIO D. ARRIOLA (DV) 
СС ‘BAC Салта 


уо шалове 2000) 


THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2006 


SAND PROTEST 

A Tibetan monk fram India works on а mandala of colored sands in 
the Prague Museum, March 7. The monks will throw this mandala 
into the Vitava River today to support the Free Tibet movement. лт 
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US fears sectarian civil war in Iraq 


BAGHDAD—THE UNITED STATES CONCED- 
ed on Tuesday that Iraq could yet descend in- 
to sectarian civil war as US diplomats strove 
to break a deadlock among Iraqi political 
leaders that threatens further delay in open- 
ing a parliament. 

“We have opened the Pandora's box," US am- 
bassador Zalmay Khalilzad said, referring to the 
US-led invasion of Iraq 

"The question is, what is the way forward?" 
he asked, speaking two weeks after the bomb- 
ing of a major Shiite Muslim shrine in Samarra 
sparked days of bloodshed that killed hundreds. 

ЧЕ another incident (occurs), Iraq is really 
vulnerable,” the envoy, who is at the heart of 
talks to forge a coalition of Shiites, Sunnis and 
Kurds, told the Los Angeles Times. “The way for- 
ward... is an effort to build bridges across com- 
munities.” 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, an ar- 
chitect of the 2003 invasion, said: “There's al- 
ways been a potential for a civil wax.” He blamed 
the media for “exaggerating” Iraq's problems. 

“Jt was held together through force and Vi- 


ciousness,” ће said of the minority Sunni-domi- 
nated rule of Saddam Hussein. 

President George W. Bush says an inclusive 
Iraqi government can bring stability and, along 
with the formation of Iraq's new armed forces, 
can allow him to start withdrawing US troops. 

The recent violence has jeopardized that 
plan. 

А few days before US military commanders 
are expected to put recommendations to Bush 
for future troop levels, Khalilzad warned that 
pulling out too soon would risk a regional con- 
flict that would make his native Afghanistan 
"took like child's play" 

The assassination of the top Iraqi general in 
Baghdad on Monday by a sniper who apparent- 
ју knew exactly which car door he would open 
in a 14-vehicle convoy prompted an investiga- 
tion. 

Iraqi generals said it proved the US-trained 
army was infiltrated by militants who could tum 
on fellow soldiers in the event of a conflict with 
sectarian and ethnic militias. 

Efforts to forge а grand coalition following an 


election in December that Washington hailed as 
a triumph of democracy have stumbled over 
Sunni and Kurdish refusal to accept that Shiite 
Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari should stay 
on. 

His critics say he’s failed to bring security ог 
prosperity during the year in which he has 
served as interim premier. 

Jaafari, as ever, appeared untroubled on 
‘Tuesday. The soft-spoken Islamist doctor told an 
hour-long media briefing that touched only 
briefly on Iraq's political crisis that the issue was 
being discussed in a “civilized and democratic 
way” 

‘Angered by the opposition but divided over 
its response, the various parties in the Alliance 
asked President Jalal Talabani for afew days de- 
lay in Sunday's planned opening of parliament. 

But senior officials, including the outgoing 
speaker, said that was unlikely because March 
12 ѕа constitutional deadline. 

Sunday's session, however, may conduct es- 
sentially no business—not even the election of a 
new speakerdemanded bythe law, Reuters 


UN employees 
protest Annan’s | 
overhaul plan 


UNITED NATIONS—UN SECRETARY GEN- 
eral Kofi Annan outlined on Tuesday a radical 
overhaul of UN procedures, recruitment and 
training, prompting protests by staff on proposed 
outsourcing from New Yor headquarters. 

In long-awaited report on management re- 
form, Annan sought more financial oversight, 
simplified hiring and reporting procedures, staff 
buyouts and a modern information system. The 
cost is estimated at $500 million. 

‘Annan said the shake-up was necessary be- 
cause the United Nations had to cope with 80,000 
peacekeepers and civilian staff in the field and its 
"regulations and rules do not respond to current 
needs.” His report is a direct result of scandals in 
the oibfor-food program in Iraq and fraud in 
awarding contracts 

“Just as this building, after 56 years of ad hoc 
repair and maintenance, now needs to be fully re- 
furbished from top to bottom, so our organiza- 
tion, after decades of piecemeal reform, now 
needs a thorough strategic refit,” Annan told the 
191-member General Assembly in introducing 
the 33-page report. 

"The exercise, demanded by world leaders at a 
‘UN summit in September, would cost about $510 
million: $280 milion for improving staff condi- 
tions in the field; $120 million for information 
technology; $10 million for training and a possi- 
ble $100 million for buyouts. 

In turn, UN officials believe they could save 
nearly as much through streamlining contract 
procurement and farming out projects but gave 
few details. 

While UN diplomats were cautious in their first 
response, UN staff met in a raucous session with 
Annan asking for accountability for previous 
failed reforms. 

Rosemary Waters, the American head of UN 
staff committee, said 700 employees would cam- 
paign "to halt the constant effort of the manage- 
ment to erode the rights and benefits of staff” and 
management’ attempts to eradicate jobs. Reuters 
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Dialogue 


ALACANANG SAYS PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 

Arroyo is open to holding a dialogue with mem- 

bers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, in- 
cluding “disgruntled soldiers.” The dialogue should “fi- 
nally clear up the issues that have been muddled by 
destabilizers and coup plotters and infuse greater unity 
and professionalism in our soldiery, Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye said. “It is important to know the underlying 
causes and reasons that drive our sol- 

EDITORIAL diers to meddle in politics." 

With restiveness continuing to sim- 
merin the Armed Forces and some members of elite fight- 
ing units like the Scout Rangers and the Marines alleged- 
ly even plotting to withdraw their support from her, few 
things could be more urgent and welcome than a dia- 
logue between the commander in chief and the men at 
arms. A wide-ranging and candid exchange should give 
the national leadership a good idea of what is making our 
soldiers uneasy about their own situation and that of the 
whole nation, and put it in a better position to address 
their concerns. 

The problem is that probing deep into the sources of 
the soldiers’ discontent may not be what the administra- 
tion has in mind. On one hand, Bunye talks as if anything 
and everything would be on the table. "The dialogue 
agenda is open for all relevant and vital issues affecting 

' the Armed Forces," he has said. But on the other hand, he 
won't say if the President would agree to discuss the alle- 
gations of cheating in the 2004 presidential election and 
the partisan activities of some generals during the polls. 
He said the administration was not rejecting "any specific 
issues at this point," but added, "We don't want the forum. 
to be used for grandstanding or espousing their causes." 
Earlier he had promised: “All voices within the chain of 
command will be heard, but the discussion must not be 
used for propaganda.” 

‘The key words here are obviously “grandstanding” and 
“propaganda.” And in the administration's political dictio- 
nary, those words mean anything related to the charges 
that Ms Arroyo had rigged or tried to rig the election, as 
well as to allegations of graft and corruption in high 
places. Those are the words the President and her allies 
use when they dismiss and denounce demands by the ор- 
position and other critics for an explanation of what her 
taped conversations with then Election Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Garcillano were about. That is how they call every at- 
tempt of the Senate to get to the bottom of scandals linking 
key administration officials, including the President, and 
members of her family—like the alleged payoffs from. 
jueteng and the P728-million fertilizer scam. 

Skirting these issues during her dialogue with the sol- 
diers will not bring the President closer to salving the hurt 
of the soldiers and healing the division in the Armed 
Forces, On the few occasions disgruntled military officers 
have spoken in public, they have demanded an end to 
corruption and the politicization of the Armed Forces. 
They have also asked for “clean elections" and pleaded 
that they be left alone to carry out their duties as profes- 
sional soldiers. 

Unless the President decides to meet these issues head- 
on, the dialogue will be a pointless exercise. She might as 
well do a monologue and unveil some new package of 
benefits for the soldiers, and pray it will work better than 
Band-aid to bind their wounds. 

But frank and honest explanations for what transpired 
in the elections may be the last thing soldiers can expect 
from their commander in chief. There is no reason to be- 
lieve she would tell the soldiers what she has consistently 
refused to explain in full to the Filipino people. 


Closing Guantanamo 


Mi THAN FOUR YEARS AFTER THE AMERICAN DETEN- 


tion camp at Guantanamo Bay opened, the range of voices 

calling for it to close is widening. Overseas, it runs from the 

Democrat former US President Jimmy Carter, through UN Secretary 

General Kofi Annan and the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, to the conservative Italian Prime Minister Silvio. Berlusconi. 

‘Tony Blair's reticence is understandable, par- 

ticularly given the importance he places on the 

FOREIGN transatlantic ‘alliance. But the case for voicing a 

COMMENT stronger opposition is becoming overwhelming 

It is difficult to see how the harm done to 

America's image, and the outrage inspired throughout the Muslim 

world, could have been outweighed by any harvest of intelligence. 

Guantanamo should close and our Prime Minister should stand be- 

hind such a call. The Observer (London) 


NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COM- 
mission's Jorge Sarmiento burned the lines to 
deny that the NTC had clamped new guide- 
lines on broadcast stations. His office, the gen- 
tleman said, merely recalled that the NTC had 
adopted the 1985 Kapisanan ng mga Brod- 
kaster's Code of Ethics. 

Drafted by KBP members, the 21-year-old 
guidelines stipulate: "A station may not broad- 
Cast news to which it cannot attribute a 
source." The МТС latest memo only under- 
scored existing rules on “news from ‘anony- 
mous sources.” These are relevant "under pre- 
sent conditions," it stated. 

The clarification is welcome. In our order of 
things, a President or general may not substi- 
tute for the editor of the smallest community 
paper or station. The Bill of Rights’ curb 
against abridging liberty of expression is abso- 
lute. In a democracy self-regulation is the 
name of the game. 

‘The Sotto Law provides an additional shield 
for reporters here. Except in national security 
cases, reporters may not be compelled to re- 
veal their news sources. 

The late Romeo Abundo of Philippine News 
Service and I invoked that law before the 
House committee on education. We had re- 
ported the questions for а nationwide test for 
teachers 24 hours before the actual exams. The 
honorable congressmen weren't bothered by 
the confirmed leakage. They were more inter- 
ested in identifying the whistle-blower. 

British Broadcasting Corporation's Andrew 
Gilligan refused to identify the source for his 
report that Downing Street inserted а mislead- 
ing claim on Iraq's chemical or biological 
weapons. "Protecting the identity of sources, 
on contentious issues, is a historic principle of 
journalism,” BBC said. 

‘These shields are a privilege and carry with 
them duties. Editors agree that shadowy attri- 
butions should be the exception, not the rule. 
Isitthe other way around here? 

‘Journalistic independence can beget arro- 
gance, or the perception of it,” warned a Poyn- 
ter Institute seminar on “Journalism Without 


IGNACIO BUNYE SAYS THAT "PAGLABAN SA 
Kataksilan: 1017,” a documentary purporting 
to prove a “Left-Right” conspiracy to topple 
government and justifying 1017, is now avail- 
able in CD form and could be had upon re- 
quest. The computer-savvy may even down- 
load it from the Malacafiang website. 

Well, I can at least assure him the CD will 
not find its way into the pirates’ lairs in Quiapo 
and elsewhere. Even pirates have taste and 

draw the line at junk. As to downloading it 
from the government website, I think the com- 
puter-savvy would find better uses for their 
DSL time, which is not inexpensive. Down- 
loading porn is a much more intelligent use of 
Bit Torrent. 

"The first time I heard the premise about the 
*Left-Right” conspiracy, which was one of the 
"whereas-es" of 1017, I thought 1 heard 1081 
all over again. That is exactly the same premise 
of the Marcosian decree that put the country 
under martial law. Marcos then attributed the 
anarchy and rebelliousness in his time to a 
“Left-Right conspiracy" identifying the CPP- 
NPA as constituting the first, and the “oli- 
garchs," led by the Lopezes, as constituting the 
second. How they managed to bridge the class 
chasm to form a bond, only Marcos could say. 

His notion, of course, elaborately spelled 
ош in a book called "Todays Revolution: 
Democracy" (note the resemblance to the title: 
"Paglaban sa Kataksilan: 1017"), was that he 
was the “Center” In the same book, as a varia- 
tion on the theme, he also paraded himself 25 
the center not just of Left and Right but of top 
and bottom. At the bottom, he said, were the 
‘communists who wanted to mount a bloody, 
“Jacobin” revolution. At the top were the oli- 
garchs who wanted to preserve the status quo 
and were resisting his efforts to reform society. 
‘That notion, of course, now looks sillier than 
the Three Stooges. Marcos was about as cen- 
trist as George W. Büsh, Dick Cheney and Don- 
ald Rumsfeld are today. 

Indeed, all the Arroyo administration's cur- 
rent effort at recycling that propaganda line re- 
minded me of a famous slogan during martial 
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Scandal.” Transparency in the news process 
and accountability to readers and listeners are 
crucial. Thus, codes of ethics try to ensure 
these attributes. 

But there are codes and codes. “There are 35 
million laws trying to enforce the Ten Com- 
mandments,” it has been said. 

The молая, Associated Press and other me- 
dia groups have guidelines for their staffers. 
The Philippine Press Institute's 11-point code 
ranges from right of reply to protection of mi- 
mors. And the Sun Star' syndicated papers hew 
to a "Code of Standards" that covers journalistic 
concerns—from accuracy to conflict of interest. 

But “a free press is not necessarily an angelic 
press" Take radio “block-timers.” These are 
‘walk-in customers who buy airtime, the Center 
for Media Freedom noted in a study. They are not 
staff members. Many block-timers never heard of 
professional guidelines. Will the new adrenalin, 
pumped into the KBP and the NTC since Procla- 
mation 1017, help resolve this old issue? 

In print, politicians stick knives into each 
others back under the cloak of "reliable 
sources.” Reporters’ opinions are sometimes 
slipped in as "quotes" from “officials request- 
ing anonymity.” Few papers have oversight 
structures that enable sustained challenge to 
glib use of nameless sources. 

Codes of ethics are not self-implementing. 
Frail men and women try to work by them, un- 
der deadline pressure and under what Times 
editor Harold Evans called “the invisible envi- 
ronment—the complexity of forces and agen- 
cies that we cannot monitor for ourselves but 
affect our lives.” 

In this pressure-cooker craft, “anonymous 
sources" have proved the more nettlesome issue. 


Betrayals 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 
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law that said, “Sa ikauunlad ng bayan, disiplina 
ang kailangan.” Ariel Ureta, the most famous 
‘TV personality at the time, parodied it into * 
ikauunlad ng bayan, bisekleta ang kailangar 
‘The martial law regime, which had no sense of 
humor, a surefire mark of fascist minds, repri- 
manded him harshly. à 

Truly, there's something to be said for the 
saying, “History repeats itself, the first time as 
tragedy, the second time as farce.” What makes 
this second one farcical? 

Well, first off, when Marcos spoke of a con- 
spiracy against him, he was at least the univer- 
sally recognized president of the country. He 
had won his reelection bid, the first time a post- 
war Filipino president had done so. Though the 
1969 election was generally regarded as the 
worst ever, adding new dimensions to guns, 
goons and gold, there was no doubt he won 
Over Serging Osmefia, By contrast, GMA is 
speaking of a conspiracy against her when few 
regard her as the real president of this country. 
‘That is borne out by the surveys that say the 
overwhelming majority of Filipinos do not be- 
lieve she won the election and the majority of 
them want her out. Marcos could at least claim 
ће was declaring 1081 to defend a legitimate 
government against а coup. GMA can only 
daim she declared 1017 to defend a coup 
against legitimate effort to end it, 

Second, GMA is the product of a "Left-Right 
conspiracy.” That was how she came to power in. 
the first place, or at least through a "Left-Cen- 
ter-Right conspiracy,” also called People Power. 
Ifi recall right, Jay Sonza produced a documen- 
tary as well about that, shortly after Edsa Il. I no 
longer recall its title, but до recall that one of 
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“Journalistic integrity involving confidential 
sources has given The New York Times plenty 
of headaches," writes the paper's public editor 
Byron Calame. “So it's not surprising that the 
papers anonymous sourcing guidelines have 
been getting major attention." 

Under tighter oversight rules, the Times in- 
sists, at least one editor must know the confi- 
dential source's name before the story gets 
published. Thar's not all. Readers should also 
be told why the paper believes a source is enti- 
Чей to anonymity. This is a radical switch from 
а previous practice where the paper would on: 
ly state why the source asked for it 

“These two changes are profoundly altering 
the role of confidential sources,” Calame 
writes. These are internal checks and balances. 
And they bear repeating because, all too often, 
reporters assume they can prop up stories on 
faceless sources with nary a challenge from ed. 
itors or readers and listeners. 

The use of anonymous source is a method of 
last resort. That's basic, It should be used only 
when the story is of compelling public interest 
A supervising editor must know the source's 
identity. He must confirm there was no way to 
get the story out. And the source must hav 
first-hand knowledge. 

Reporters and editors must disclose to read 
ers or listeners the source's potential biases. 
The late BusinessWorld founder Raul Locsin, 
for example, would insist on a box that indicat 
ed the writers affiliations. To protect a source. 
journalists may not resort to untruths in the 
story. Anonymous sources should, instead, be 
encouraged to go on the record. 

Readers and listeners have a stake in media. 
They too should constantly challenge the use 
of anonymous sources, so that this become 
the rare exception, not the rule. 

“All too often, [the press is ] morally smug or 
factually reckless, or on our worst days, both. 
columnist Meg Greenfield once wrote. Tighter 
oversight on nameless sources could reduce 
our bad days. 


E-mail: juan_mercado@pacific net.ph 


its points was that, ironically, at the time the 
Left-Center-Right conspiracy toppled Erap, the 
economy was never better. Put those two docu 
mentaries side by side and its easy to see whi h 
one the pirates of Quiapo would rather carry n 
their stalls. The Sonza documentary is far mot 
believable when it talks of a Left, Right and Сеп 
trist conspiracy to topple not just a legitimate 
government but one that had ап overwhelmini, 
mandate from the people. 

As a footnote to this and a cautionary ta v 
for those who think they can push their inte! 
ests through GMA, she did acknowledge ат! 
reward the Left for its help in putting her in 
power. The honeymoon lasted briefly, the Let 
swiftly discovering it had just helped instal! « 
future Marcos. As kataksilan or betrayal go« 
GMA shouldn't be accusing the Left of it, th 
Left should be accusing GMA of it: "Paglab. 
sa Kataksilan: Rebolusyon.” 

Third, its-true: There is a Left and a Rig! 
conspiracy against GMA. In fact, there's a Cr 
trist one, too. But until GMA declared 10: ` 
that conspiracy could never get off the ground 
because the Left, Center and Right couldn't yet 
their act togethet—as GMA's people themsel ~ 
kept gleefully pointing out, though now they 1: 
singing a different tune. Almost overnight 
1017 brought them together. 1017 is the =: 
swer to a conspiracy? A conspiracy—of the Lc. 
Right and Center, also known as People Реч 
'er—is the answer to 10171 Paglaban sa Katal 
lan: 1017? Paglaban sa 1017: People Power. 

"That is the reason GMA lifted 1017 alm.» 
as soon as she declared it. That is the reas. 
тоо, she cannot afford to arrest the conspi.1 
tors: there are not enough jails in this counts 
to hold the majority of the population. 

As to GMA being the center of Left and 
Right, top and bottom, well, she is about ч 
centrist as Marcos himself. 

You strangle democracy after having been 
elected president twice, that is tragedy. You 
strangle democracy after never having been 
elected president at all, that is farce. Paglalan. 
sa Kataksilan: 1017: 
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THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD RESOLVE THE 
case of the five party-list representatives if it 
doesn't want to make martyrs out of them. The 
Left has always been good at making martyrs. 
‘The five were charged with rebellion which, the 
Supreme Court says, is a “continuing crime.” Un- 
der this principle, the five are already technically 
under arrest, but they evaded police detention by 
submitting themselves to the protective custody 
of the House of Representatives. House members 
quickly closed ranks to protect the rights of the 
accused legislators, who were fetched from UP 
Diliman by Majority Leader Prospero Nograles, 
Deputy Speaker Arthur Defensor and Minority 
Leader Francis Escudero. The five are now board- 
ers at Speaker Jose de Venecia'soffice. 

‘The preliminary investigation begins today. 
Under the rules of court, this can take as long 
as 20 days. If the court finds probable cause, it 
will issue warrants of arrest. But the poli 
were quite peeved by Rep. Lisa Maza's deci- 
sion to leave the Batasan premises in violation 
of the agreement she and her four co-accused 
made with the police and the House leader- 
ship. Throw in the leftist lawmakers’ threat to 
go back to the mountains if they are arrested, 
and it's easy to see why the police are now 
pressing to take them into custody, as they 
have done with Rep. Crispin Beltran. 

De Venecia was quoted as saying he's “already 
tired” of taking care of his “boarders,” but he is 
sticking to his position: Show the arrest warrants 
and the police can have them. I can see the police 
gaining custody but trust the Left to milk it for 
propaganda with the help of the media and KSP 
(kulang sa pansin) politicians. 

By the way, the statement of Fr. Romeo Inten- 
fen, on the leftist representatives threat to go 

ск to the mountains was quite strong. Intengan 
said that while the leftist politicians have been 
elected, they have no qualms about supporting 
the New People's Army with congressional funds. 
Intengan also said they are enjoying "the best of 
both worlds,” as he cited an Ateneo study pur- 
porting to have traced a clear link between the 
above-ground Left group and the New People’s 
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Army based on the use of the lawmakers’ Coun- 
trywide Development Fund. 

Even before the relationship between the 
two chambers of Congress deteriorated into 
open animosity, I had always felt that having 
two chambers was an expensive and useless 
set-up. The Senate is our most expensive de- 
bating society: with only four bills passed last. 
year and nearly P2 billion spent to maintain it, 
each law cost about P400 million. But the grid- 
lock is not happening only now under GMA's 
term. 

Florencio Abad, former Batanes representa- 
tive and education secretary and now a mem- 
ber of the Hyatt 10, who supported the parlia- 
mentary system until his breakaway from 
GMA, has pointed out in а 19-page treatise, ti 
tled “Should the Philippines Turn Parliamen- 
tary?” that the gridlock was as bad during Cory 
 Aquino's time. He noted that in 1987, the ma- 
jority of those who won seats in Congress ran 
‘under Aquino's Laban party. However, many of 
them could not have won without her personal 
endorsement. Yet, she had a hard time win- 
ning congressional support for her key legisla- 
tive reform p E 

This country does not need two chambers. 
that are always fighting each other. It needs 
only one chamber that reflects demographic 
realities. Only then will we see faster delivery 
of public services and real progress. 

The dust had barely settled in Makati following 
the discovery of a coup plot when GMA went to 
Market! Market! in Global City, Fort Bonifacio, to 
visit the “Go Negosyo" entrepreneurs’ fair orga- 
nized by RFM president and presidential adviser 


on entrepreneurship Jose A. Concepcion Ш. Ar- 
mando Bartolome Jr, president of GMB Fran- 
chise Developers, shared with this columnist his 
insight into that activity. Не said that both private 
and government agencies, including the educa- 
tional sector, conducted seminars for ordinary 
citizens and it was “most heartwarming and in- 
spiring” to see successful entrepreneurs, such as 
Concepcion, mentoring those who wanted to go 
into business, no matter how small. Bartolome, 
‘who took time out to share his wisdom and expe- 
rience, described “Go Negosyo" as a “different 
revolution” from the one being advocated by the 
street protestors. To him it showed “the serious- 
ness of entrepreneurs in making positive results 
for our country, so unlike the behavior of the 
street rubble-rousers.” 

Defeated vice presidential candidate Loren 
Legarda, in a letter to this newspaper, has ac- 
cused me of “ignoring a fundamental rule of 
journalism—that both sides of a controversy 
should be quoted or cited to ensure fairness in 
reportage and commentary.” I had earlier 
written that Vice President Noli de Castro's 
lawyer, Romulo Macalintal, who's also GMA's 
lawyer, claimed that the Presidential Electoral 
‘Tribunal already finished opening at least 30 
percent of questioned ballots in Cebu province 
and city. Cebu gave a 1.02 million margin of 
victory to GMA and about 900,000 to De Cas- 
tro, which comprise about 90 percent of their 
overall margins of victory. Macalintal claimed 
that no substantial fraud had been discovered 
in the race for the two top posts and that if this 
trend held, allegations of electoral fraud 
should be put to rest. 

Imet Legarda in various social gatherings 
since that item came out, the most recent be- 
ing the Indian National Day a few weeks ago. 
Each time she would protest Macalintal's 
claim and I would repeatedly sayT'd be happy 
to print her side. All she needed to do was to 
instruct her lawyer, Sixto Brillantes, to write 
me, but she never did. I must now vehemently 
protest her unfair charge. Ang hirap kay 
Loren, akala niya having a pretty face suf 

ices. 


The media fight back 


BECAUSE OF THE RECENT POLITICAL EVENTS, 
the government has raised its iron hand and di- 
rected it toward the media as well. Are we the en- 
emy? 

‘As 1 write this, media groups and individuals 
are in court, making a petition for certiorari, pro- 
hibition and declaratory relief. Time constraints 
prevented me from signing the petition, but one 
of the media groups Lam affiliated with signed as 
one of the petitioners. 

"The decision to file a petition was made after 
two meetings between the Free Legal Assistance 
Group (FLAG) and media practitioners, The con. 
tents of the petition were fully discussed with the 
parties concerned, and substantial changes were 
made to ensure that the petition addressed the 
concerns of both print and broadcast journalists. 

Rarely do journalists go to court for reasons 
connected with their work. Why did the media go 
to court? Here is a technical summary of the ob- 
jectives. This could be very instructive for those 
"who are notin the legal profession. 

То declare that the Executive Department, 
represented by the executive secretary the secre 
тагу of justice, the director general of the Philip- 
pine National Police, the chair of the National 
Telecommunications Commission, and their offi- 
cers, agents or other persons acting under their 
authority or supervision, have no lawful power, 
authority or jurisdiction to prohibit the publica- 
tion or airing of news and commentary based up- 
on its contents. 

Only a court, with its accompanying due pro- 
cess safeguards, may impose content-based prior 
restraints, when the grounds therefor are duly 
proved. 

© To prohibit the executive secretary, the PNR 
DOJ and NTC from imposing any form of content- 
based prior restraint on the press, be it formal or 
informal, direct or in the form of disguised or 
thinly veiled threats of administrative sanction or 
criminal prosecution. The threat of official inter- 
vention—in the form of administrative sanction 


INTHE LAST YEARS OF HER LIFE, SHE WOULD 
send me books about herself. Such was her па- 
ture, however, that there seemed nothing self- 
serving, nothing egotistical at all about her doing 
so. Each volume was carefully inscribed with 
words of encouragement, gentle reminders and 
suggestions involving the lessons to be gleaned 
from her life's work. And how glittering her 
achievements were in the many lives she lived: in 
the academe, the girl scouts, in government, the 
United Nations, in the Museo Pambata... 

She was the kind of person who insisted that it 
wasn’t old fashioned to expect—even demand— 
that those who enjoyed either prominence or some 
kind of gift (artistic, intelectual, spiritual, moral or 
financial) must do something for the country, 
though not necessarily їп the to-be-expected ways. 
She was one of those rare kinds of leaders, one who 
delighted in collaboration, and was proudest when 
teamwork won the day. She was no well-meaning 
fairy floating above the sordid realities of life. She 
маз a capable executive. She was a visionary, too, 
seeing that the future lay in building the country 
from the ground up. Progress, for her, was “trickle 
up," not “trickle down." 

She outlined what she set out ro do, in govern- 
ment: "I at once insisted on democratization, 
meaning processes that respect the person and 
thus ensure a people-centered department... 1in- 
volved all my senior staff in the decision pro- 
cess... Before my time, the procedure was to issue 
orders from the top to the lower levels. We 
changed that procedure. Henceforth, our policy 
was to let welfare programs and priorities be de- 
cided by the people themselves, at the grass roots 
level of governance, which is the barangay. Each 
barangay group would consult its constituents, 
decide what their local problems and priorities 
were, and then formulate a ‘baranganie’ plan of 
action to submit to the welfare department. Like 
any revolutionary idea, this concept was met with 
opposition and cynicism. To make sure it was im- 
plemented, my staff and I fanned out all over the 
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or criminal prosecution—is just as damaging to a 
free press as the fact of it. 

ө To annul and set aside the issuances of the 
NTC, prohibiting the press from airing or broad- 
casting news end commentary that, in the NTC's 
sole and unfettered discretion, are “subversive,” 
‘which “tend” to propose or incite sedition or re- 
bellion, or which constitute “rebellious/terrorist 
propaganda, comments, information, interviews 
and other similar or related materials." 

The NTC does not have any lawful power, au- 
thority or jurisdiction to prohibit these, much less 
judge what is subversive (when the crime of subver- 
sion has long been repealed), what merely “tends” 
to propose or incite sedition or rebellion (whatever 
that means to the NTC), and what constitutes "re- 
bellious/terrorist propaganda, comments and the 
like (whatever that means to the МТС). 

‘The dangers of unreviewable administrative 
actions that impose prior restraints on the press 
are as ancient as dictators. The petitioners seek 
the intervention of the Court to stop the use of the 
strong arm of the law to exclude speech as pro- 
tected by the Constitution. 

The petition is not hinged on the declaration of 
a state of national emergency; hence, the lifting 
of Presidential Proclamation 1017 does notin any 
way affect the nature and objectives of the peti- 
tion, 

‘The petitioners are media organizations, jour- 
nalists and broadcasters, and members of the 
academe. 

"The respondents are Eduardo R. Ermita, exec- 


Listen and read 


THE LoNc View 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


country, to listen to the people, list their needs 
and requests, and to train local social workers in 
the conduct of assemblies to determine a 
baranganic consensus. The local social workers 
we trained would in turn interpret the empower- 
ment process to their people: the poor telling the 
‘workers about their priorities... 

Explaining what she was proudest of having 
accomplished as secretary of Social Welfare and 
Development, she said, "We really decentralized 
operations, we completely regionalized and thus 
localized operations. Before, even a clerk any- 
‘where had to be appointed from Manila, and usu- 
ally he had to wait until he could come up with a 
padulas, a regalo to the appointing powers... It is 
unfortunate. that most officials do not want their 
authority shared to empower the poor. They want 
to hold on to power 

‘The late Nick Joaquin, in his biography of her, 
“One Woman's Liberating: The Life and Career of 
Estefania Aldaba-Lim," penned this word-portrait 
of her as she talked to her biographer: "She forces 
herself to reminisce, often shutting her eyes tight 
to bring back the child she was, or the schoolgirl, 
or the young wartime bride. Her speech is pre- 
cise, the voice is fluent, the tone is mel- 
Jow—though sometimes the words become crisp, 
‘curt, even caustic, in remembered anger. Then 
the fine eyes will dart and flash, and you get a 
glimpse of Fanny imperious. Hers is а luminous 
complexion that inflames to emotion.” 

Joaquin's title seems to have been inspired by 
something she told him. Describing to the writer 
what she felt she'd learned, as a woman, she said: 


utive secretary; Raul Gonzalez, secretary of jus- 

Arturo Lomibao, director general of the 
Philippine National Police; and Ronald Olivar So- 
lis, chair of the National Telecommunications 
‘Commission. 

‘The venue is the Court of Appeals. The 
Supreme Court has no jurisdiction to hear peti- 
tions for declaratory relief. 

FLAG has concerns over the current composi- 
tion of the Supreme Court, most of whose mem- 
bers were appointed by President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо. FLAG also has concerns over the outcome of 
the petitions challenging 1017. 

‘As the Center for Media Freedom and Respon- 
sibility (CMFR) explained, the petition asserts 
media's rights against any censorship or prior re- 
straint—rights that are protected under the Con- 
stitution, Whether 1017 has been lifted or not, 


or thinly veiled threats of administrative sanction 
or criminal prosecution.” 

Only the courts, after due process, and not any 
executive agency, have the right to impose re- 
strictions on media content. 

СМЕА and other media groups like the Philip- 
pine Center for Investigative Journalism, the 
Philippine Press Institute, and the National Union 
of Journalists of the Philippines signed as corpo- 
rate entities. Ocher media groups and individual 
journalists have joined in the battle. 

All are one in saying, "Never again." 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


"А woman fights back effectively, not by becom- 
ing more masculine, but by becoming more femi- 
nine. Only she can liberate herself, nobody else. 
‘And she does that by participating in all kinds of 
activity, even those outside her specialty. Myself, 
for instance: I don't like politics, but 1 went into it 
because it is vital to be involved in movements 
that have impact on the country's development 
and progress. 1 went into social welfare because 1 
wanted to teach the poor self-reliance: this was 
one way of helping women, the uneducated and 
unskilled, to liberate themselves." 

She concluded with some rigorous self-analy- 
sis: “But in the process of helping others, 1 am lib- 
erating myself. 1 am not confined to my own par- 
ticular field—say, Psychology—but can range 
freely in any direction because I have made my- 
self participate in the entire gamut of human en- 
deavor and can say, I have proved competent in 
various areas. Only thus can a woman overcome 
the so-called man’s world. Participation is the key 
procedure, not confrontation.” 

So then, why did she send me those books? Did 
she do beyond a desire to make a gracious gesture 
to a young writer she wanted to encourage, and asa 
token of friendship between families? To me, look- 
ing back on her life, her gestures came from her rec- 
ognizing the duty of elders to pass on to the young 
‘more than just fond memories. Saint Augustine fa- 
mously described in his “Confessions” the kind of 
mystical spark she, perhaps, had hoped to achieve. 
А wayward youth, Augustine heard a voice; and it 
told him, "Tolle, lege.” Listen, read. That was God, of 
‘course, talking to a future saint; but it could be ev- 
егу father, mother, concerned aunt or unde, telling 
the next, impatient, impetuous, perhaps, eamest, 
but also often confused, generation, "Listen, read." 
‘The road ahead is less difficult if we realize that the 
path is lined with paving stones hewn by those who 
have come before us. 

Estefania Aldaba-Lim: Tita Fanny to so many 
grateful people, like myself—farewell, and thank 
you. 
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Malcolm 


FOR THE FIRST 14 YEARS OF MY LIFE, I WAS CONTENTED 
with having two younger brothers. But Mom and Dad saw 
the imbalance of having two children being pitted against 
one whenever we fought among ourselves, since almost al- 
‘ways, one brother would side with another, although as in 
ош national politics, party-switching was common. So Mom 
and Dad decided to make things equal by creating a new 
player. 

Initially, we objected vigorously. We argued that good 
things came in 
threes—from е 
classic Three Muske- 
teers, to the musical 
Three Tenors, and 
the original Power 
Rangers who were 
originally composed 
of Jason, Zack and 
Billy. 

However, Мот 
and Dad pointed out 
that the Ninja Turtles and Popeye's nephews were four in 
number. And when Tommy the Green Ranger came into the 
picture, we knew our cause was lost. 

They asked us if we wanted a sister or another brother. Af- 
ter careful deliberations, we decided that another boy was 
more fun to wrestle with in bed than a girl. 

‘True enough, in February 2000, a baby boy was added to 
‘our family, He was the length of my forearm, I estimated, the 
moment I saw him in a plastic crib in the hospital nursery. 
What worried me most then was if the nurse gave the wrong 
baby to us. But I settled the issue by deciding to wait for him 
to grow up and see if he looked like one of us. 

Finally, Malcolm was brought home. I longed to hold him, 
but I was filled with anxiety. How fragile was he? Was he as 
delicate as my friend's week-old puppy that mysteriously 
died after I tossed it in the air and caught it as it came falling 
at normal acceleration due to gravity? I decided I would not 
try that on him. 

‘After a few weeks, I could not wait for him to grow up. 
When would he lift his head? Roll over? Crawl? Walk? 
Jump? Swim? Yet, I did not notice him grow every day for 
the first four years of his life. 

"That same year shortly after Christmas, 1 left for Singa- 
pore for my high school education. 1 was more concerned 
about how fast I could make new friends there than how 
much I would miss my family. Even when homesickness was 
atits peak during my first few months in the city state, Inev- 
ег missed Malcolm. It was only when I entered our home 
again during my first holiday that the thought occurred to 
me: Did he still remember me? 1 had been away for three 
months. 

When I first approached my youngest brother, now 15 
months old and perched comfortably in the arms of his yaya, 
he glanced askance at me with shifting but not penetrating 
eyes. He tilted his head in dubious recognition, but his eyes 
never left mine. When he leaned forward to embrace me, 
“oohs” from my grandmother and nannies filled the place. 

After a week, flew back to Singapore. 

Now after four years and after taking 20 flights between 
Manila and Singapore, I can see that Malcolm can reach the 
light switches. He has grown twice as tall and gained weight 
eight times, weighing a hefty 65 pounds and counting. His 
belly is as round as his face. 

‘Once when my 18-year-old brother Alex and I were pay- 
ing for our groceries, we spotted two pretty teenage girls 
glancing in our direction. When they started walking toward 
us, we puffed our chests and assumed our best poses. But be- 
fore we knew it, they were down on their knees with their 
cell-phone cameras, asking Malcolm to pose for shots. My 
brother and I could only look on with envy. 

Whenever Lam with female friends and he also happens to 
be around, Malcolm manages to grab their attention. Girls 
seem to fall easily for his childish charm and witty remarks. 
Even this early, they are predicting that he will someday be- 
come a heartbreaker. 

‘One day during Christmas vacation, my brother brought 
Malcolm along to watch a movie with some of his friends. In 
the middle of a movie, Malcolm whispered to the girl beside 
him, "Its freezing cold in here. Can you hold my hand?” 

Imagine that! He is 5 and already he has become a smooth 
talker. 

1 just hope Malcolm will grow up faster so that he will 
understand that not all our female friends are our girl- 
friends, Then perhaps he will laugh when I tell him how 
much he liked teenage girls when he was 5 or when he 
learns how much trouble he caused us when he mixed up 
the names of our girlfriends. Then, too, he will learn to 
ask for gifts only twice a year, and get to enjoy it when his 
nephews do the things he is now doing to us, his broth- 
ers. 


Younc BLoop 


Stephen Со 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. Ed. 


Stephen Co, 19, isa first year BS Biology student at the Ateneo 
de Manila University. 


NOTICE то YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in о; if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAD 


Political default 

“It would be pitiful if we do not pursue this case just 
because they think it's all part of politics or just because 
those who died or suffered injuries were poor in life and 
should just be forgotten.” 
S ecutive Secretar) Eduardo Ermita on government efforts to 
Fiol table those perceived to be responsible Jor he PhiÌSports Are- 
mastampede that Killed 74 people and injured hundreds 


Groaning budget 

“This budget groans under the weight of loan repay- 
ments, our collective penance for engaging in the ni 
tional sport that is tax evasion.” 
Dep Rolando Andaya, outgoing chair of the House of Represen- 
tetris committee on appropriations on the long-delayed pro- 
posed national get 
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OPINION 


The gall of the ‘best’ leader 7: 


CONRADO DE QUIROS MADE МЕ 
laugh when he said: "T love Cory" (PDI, 
2/28/06) Indeed, President Corazon 
Aquino had her share of woes during 
her term, but to compare her with Glo- 
На Macapagal-Arroyo is an insult. The 
Arroyo administration excels in corrup- 
tion, lying, cheating and in all other 
shortcomings relative to governance. 
Twonder if GMA and her cohorts re- 
member the golden rule of God. Does 
she really love our country? I know 
that love is sacrifice, it does not boast, 


it does not envy; love rejoices with the 
truth, it does not think evil. (1 Cor. 13) 
‘What really saddened (and angered 
me) was her telling the whole world 
that she’s the “best” person to lead us. 
The gall of this woman! She's living in 
а world of make-believe. Are her feet 
still on the ground? It's evident that 
her administration is founded on a lie. 
My parents taught us to always tell the 
truth. God commanded us to do зо. 
May these verses from the Bible 
pierce her heart and those of her offi- 


ашк то юв. М, 
ing out of selfish — 4c tro 
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves." 
(Philippians 2:3) "Do not be deceived: 
God cannot be mocked. A man reaps 
what he sows.” (Galatians 6:7) "Noth- 
ing in all creation is hidden from God's 
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid 
bare before the eyes of him to whom we 
must give account.” (Hebrews 4:13) 
—LORNA CHEN, 
8682026@ms32,hinet.net 


Still counting on SSS’ commitment to its mission 


AS EARLY AS JULY 2005, THE BRANCH 
‘manager of the Social Security System- 
Iloilo sent the head of the accounting 
department of the 555 main office in 
Quezon City a request for a status up- 
date on my cancelled check amounting. 
to 86,100. This check covered the com- 
pensation due me in connection with 
death of my father, Magno B. Sungkiat. 
However, in spite of the urgency of 
SSS-lloilo's request, which was fol- 
lowed up on Sept. 12, 2005, SSS main 


did not respond. It was only prodded 
toaction when the Mamamayan Muna 
arm of the Civil Service Commission 
interceded on my behalf upon my re- 
quest. SSS main simply referred my 
problem to SS-Bacolod on Jan. 20, 
2006. 

As I write these lines, 1 am still un- 
sure whether a replacement check will 
finally be made to me by SSS-Bacolod. 
What lam sure of is SSS-Bacolod is the 
hub of the cluster of SSS branches in 


Western Visayas. SSS-Bacolod may 
just once more refer my problem back 
to SSS-Iliilo. 

It is now March 2006. A period of 
almost eight months has elapsed since. 
Trequested an update on my check in 
July 2005. I trust that the SSS will be. 
true to its avowed mission and will fi- 
лађу give the benefit due me. 

—MARLYN SUNGKIAF-LANCISO, 
Quezon Street, Poblacion Libacao, 
5502 Aklan 
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Working to promote interest of youth 


WE APPRECIATE THE OBSERVATION OF CARL 
Marc Ramota about the deletion of the provi- 
sion pertaining to the youth (Section 13, Article 
П of the 1987 Constitution) in the proposed 
Constitution submitted to Congress by the Con- 
sultative Commission. (PDI, 2/20/06) 

During the Couneil of State meeting (last 
January), which then Chair Bam Aquino and 1 
attended, we were given the opportunity to 
point out the deletioi In that meeting, we also 
had the opportunity to share with Chair Jose 
‘Abueva of the ConCom our point of view re- 
garding the deletion. 

І have been appointed as member of the 
Charter Change Advocacy Council created by 
Executive Order 495. This council, which is 
composed mostly of former ConCom mem- 
bers, passed a resolution recommending to 


Congress the reinstatement of thé deleted pro- 
vision. The council is now conducting in key 
areas of the country a series of consultations 
with the youth, The consultations focus on the 
Charter change and other youth-related issues 
with the aim of coming up with a stronger na- 
tional youth policy. 

"We recognize the vigilance of the youth in 
this particular issue. Rest assured that the Na- 
tional Youth Commission is doing its best to 
protect the interest of the sector, We hope that 
‘with our collective effort, we will be able to 
work this situation to the advantage of the Fil- 
ipino youth, 

—RICHARD ALVIN M. NALUPTA, 
chair and chief executive officer, 
National Youth Commission, 
Malacafiang, Manila 


Foolproof against fake CTPL policies 


WE THANK HONESTO GENERAL FOR RE- 
vealing in his Feb. 13 column just how compli- 
cated, inconvenient and cumbersome it would 
be to the motor vehicle registrant if a “clearing 
house” were to supervise the issuance of CTPL 
(compulsory third party liability) policies. 

From the way he explained it, the "clearing 
house" would complicate the process for the. 
motor vehicle registrant who would have to 
course CTPL payment through the banks. How 
this would avert the issuance of fake CTPL and 
prevent the insurance companies from cheat- 
ing on their taxes on premiums is inconceiv- 
able in a transaction completely controlled by 
the insurance agent and the bank. 

General admitted that the "players" (insur- 
ance firms that had previously issued CTPLs) 
would be the same, But he claimed that it 
would be a totally different “ball game.” It 
was like saying that the players who had 
cheated would continue to play. And that sup- 
posedly would stop cheating. Only the hope- 
lessly naive will believe that. Besides, the con- 
cept had been tried before through a "consor- 
tium," and it proved to be an unqualified fail- 
ше. 

General explained that under the Insurance 
Commission proposal, the vehicle owner 
would still be required to look for an agent to 
purchase his cover. The agent accepts payment 
and informs the bank through a computer, giv- 
ing the name of the registrant and the license 
plate of the vehicle, after which the policy is 
printed out in the computer. The bank is sup- 
posed to credit the taxes to the government, 
even before it receives payment. If the agent 


has no computer, he can use an Internet café. 
Will this also eliminate fixers? 

Tn the proposal, there is no guarantee that 
the policy will not be fake, or that the govern- 
‘ment would get its share of taxes. Even if the 
bank gets the payment, it can withhold or de- 
lay the remittance of the taxes, as some banks 
have been wont to do in regard to other taxes 
paid through them. 

‘The GSIS proposal is the simplest and the 
best. It is convenient to the taxpayer because 
he does not have to go to an insurance office to 
purchase his CTPL policy. All he has to do is go 
straight to the Land Transportation Office reg- 
istrar and pay the CTPL premium, along with 
his registration fees. His registration receipt 
will be his Certificate of Cover by the GSIS. 
‘Taxes on premium will be credited directly and 
instantly to the national treasury, 

This will not create а monopoly; private 
companies can still participate through the 
reinsurance system. 

General claims that the GSIS does not have 
the assets to cover the entire CTPL field. What. 
private company can match ће GSIS' assets of 
308.6 billion? Besides, what is most impor- 
tant is that the motor vehicle owner and the 
potential accident victim are fully covered by 
insurance as the GSIS proposal is foolproof 
against fake policies. The government is also 
assured of taxes. 

—JOSEFINA L. VALERA, 

senior vice president, 

General Insurance Group, 
Government Service Insurance System, 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sug- 
gestions about the treatment of news and pho- 
tos by the Inquirer, you may write to the Read- 
ers' Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 
897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 


cate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
supplied. 
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Passion for excellence - a mark every Filipino bears with pride. 
Precision craftsmanship - distinctly Swiss. The best of both worlds 
combined in one perfect cement brand - Holcim, 


www.holcim.com.ph 


THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2006 


ACROSS THE NATION 


AE 


E-mail: pr_provincial_news@Inguirer:com pli 


INQUIRER southern Luzon 


Editor Jun Вапдауге! 
Bureau Chief Floreiio С. Solmirano 


Batingting’ warns Quezon folk of disaster’ 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
Lucena City. 


O PREVENT A RE- 
| peat of the calami- 
tous tragedies that 
swept the towns of Real, 
Infanta and General 
Nakar (Reina) in north- 
ern Quezon two years 
ago, people in the govern- 
ment and private sectors 
have collaborated to put 
up an early warning sys- 
tem in disaster-prone ar- 
eas in the province. 


A central part of the system is 
the “batingting,” a device con- 
sisting of an oxygen tank cut in 
half and attached with a handle, 
and a metal bar that sends a 
loud, sharp clang echoing to dis- 
tant villages. 

The tanks were painted bright 
orange for easy visibility. 

On Dec. 9 last year, several of 
these devices, as well as radio 
equipment, were donated by 
telecommunications giant Smart 
‘Communications Inc. to the three 
‘Quezon towns that were battered 
by a series of killer floods and 
landslides in late November and 
December 2004 that left hun- 
dreds of people dead and millions 
of pesos worth of property de- 
stroyed. 

The “batingting” were de- 
ployed to strategic villages where 
warnings of an impending disas- 
ter could be sounded out immedi- 
ately among them, according to 
Darwin Flores, Smart's communi- 
ty partnership program manager. 
Each device cost P1,200 to manu- 
facture. 

Real received four two-way ra- 
dios, one base radio, and 19 “bat- 
ingting,” while Infanta and Gen- 
eral Nakar each got three two- 
‘way radios, one base radio, and 
28 "batingting." 

Flores said his company also 
distributed 15,000 leaflets writ- 
ten in Filipino that contained 
steps on what to do in case of 
flash flood, landslide and tsuna- 
mi, The information materials 
were disseminated to disaster- 
prone villages of the three towns, 
he said. 

He said Smart took an active. 


RAMON Isberto, Smart public 

affairs head, demonstrates the 

use of the “bating 

villagers in northern Quezon. 
CowTMSUTID PHOTO 


part in the design, sourcing and 
fabrication of the “batingting” un- 
der the “Support for the Commu- 
nity Based Early Warning Sys- 
tem” project of the company in 
the three towns. 

The project was implemented 
in cooperation with the Philip- 
pine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology, Department of Sci- 
ence and Technology, Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources, National Disaster 
Coordinating Council and local 
government units. 


Safety campaign 

Quezon Rep. Rafael Nantes 
said that immediately after reha- 
bilitation efforts in the devastat- 
ed areas began, he initiated a 
safety information and education. 
campaign among the villagers. 

He said his office had been 
conducting emergency training 
and exercises to make the peo- 
ple aware of what to do in case 
of another calamity. His staff 
have also been distributing safe- 
ty information leaflets during 
meetings and barangay assem- 
blies. 

Nantes also provided radio 
units and other emergency equip- 
ment to villages in his area. 

“The safety of the people starts 
with their full understanding of 
the dangers and the correct re- 
sponse to any eventuality. We 
have to equip the people [with] 
the capacity to avoid and survive 
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any calamity,” he said. 

But the lawmaker stressed that 
the most important way to pre- 
vent disasters was not to disturb 
and abuse the environment., “If 
people and concerned govern- 
ment agencies do not learn, na- 
ture will again unleash its wrath 
upon us,” Nantes said. 

Logging in the Sierra Madre's 
Jong mountain chain has been 
identified as among the key caus- 
es of natural disasters, he said. 


Disaster watchers 

General Nakar’s environment 
and natural resources officer said 
the portable radios and the “bat- 
ingting" were given to concerned 
persons in the villages along the 
Agos River. 

“Мозг of them were placed in 
the service of the persons man- 


ming watch points in Barangay 
Pagsangahan at the upper por- 
tion of the Agos River,” said Jing 
Astejada, who is also an environ- 
mentmanagement specialist 

“The sound of the 'batingting; 
when pounded hard, can be 
heard far enough to reach the 
nearby sitios," she said. The sys- 
tem has been tested in previous 
emergency situations and found 
useful, she added. 

Infanta's disaster and coordi- 
nating council communication 
officer said the municipal govern- 
ment also relied on the same ear- 
ly warning setup to alert resi- 
dents. 

"We have our own flood watch 
points in the upper Agos River 
and rain gauges that can immedi- 
ately relay to us any alarming s 
uations for our quick response,” 


Ron Crisostomo said. 

А river rechanneling project 
that local officials already started 
will help reduce the danger of 
flash floods, he said. 


Watch points 

Henry Buzar, coordinator of 
the Quezon Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council said the watch points 
were being manned by trained 
villagers, together with members 
of volunteer radio groups in the 
area. 

“All information is immediately 
transmitted to all villagers and to 
the emergency operation center,” 
Buzar said. 

The watch points use codes for 
different water levels of the Agos 
River that correspond to specific 
courses of action. 

“An evacuation sig- 
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nal will indicate the time that! 
trucks are positioned along with 
rescue groups," Buzar said. 2 

Astejada said General Nakar% 
had started a survey of the river, . 
with the assistance of a non 
government group and two vol 
unter geologists from the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines. 

The survey aims to dete? 
mine critical areas for erosion... 
and landslides, river character 
istics, crops suitable for plan 
ing along the banks, buffe: 
zone species and engineering » 
intervention. ~ 

‘The results of the survey are 
now being presented to villagers, 
to help them decide on what ap- 
propriate measures to undertake, | 
Astejada said. 
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COTABATO СІТҮ— 
Teaders of a Moro sepa- 
fatist group negotiating 
греасе with the govern- 
лепі foiled a plot to un- 
‘Seat them by a faction 
sthat was opposed to the 

‘peace negotiations. 


Guerrillas loyal to Moro Islam- 
ic Liberation Front chair Murad 
i Ibrahim laid siege to a village in 
Rajah Buayan, Maguindanao to 
prevent other guerrillas from 
massing up and protesting 
‘against the holding of the talks 
fand the leadership of Murad. 
© Two senior MILF leaders, Mu- 
з sanip Abdullah alias Commander 
Adan and Bitol Mateng alias 
$ Commander Guevara, confirmed 
to, the Inquirer that their forces 
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MURAD 


had ringed Barangay Pidsan- 
dawan on Saturday to thwart a 
planned power grab by other 
MILF units against its chair, Mu- 
rad Ibrahim. 

‘They said their action had the 
blessings of the MILF Central 
Committee and its peace panel. 


The renegades were led by 
Ameril Umbrah Kato and Wahid 
Tondok, who support Samir 
Hashim, younger brother of the 
late MILF chair Salamat Hashim. 
The two want Samir to become 
MILF chair. 

Abdullah and Mateng were 
Murad’s comrades in the Moro 
National Liberation Front before 
martial law. 

Col. Frank del Prado of the 6th 
Army Infantry Division said the 
two MILF factions earlier clashed 
in Mamasapano and Datu Saudi 
Ampatuan towns in Maguin- 
danao. 

Del Prado said the military 
would not interfere because of a 
ceasefire agreement with the 
MILE 

The Malaysian government, 
which is hosting the peace talks, 
had informed the MILF and gov- 
ernment panels that the meeting 


ILF survives rebellion 
by anti-peace guerrillas 


scheduled this month had to be 
postponed indefinitely following 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
declaration of a national state of 
emergency last week. 

But a source said Malaysian 
authorities were alarmed by a re- 
port of the International Monitor- 
ing Team about “imminent dis- 
unity” in the MILE 

Chief government negotiator Sil- 
vestre Afable said earlier that the 
two panels were to sign an initial 
agreement on ancestral domain, 
the thorniest issue in the talks. 

The ancestral domain agree- 
ment, Afable said, would signal 
the end of exploratory talks and 
the start of formal negotiations. 

Afable said the formal negotia- 
tions were expected to last until 
September, when a peace agree- 
ment would have been signed. 
Nash B. Maulana and Charlie C. 
Sefiase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Pact on ancestral domain seen this month 


‘CAMP AQUINO, TARLAC CITY— 
‘The panels negotiating peace bet- 
Ween the government and the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front are 
set to sign this month an accord 
on ancestral domain, the third 
гапа final agenda that would pave 
‘the way for the conclusion of 
“peace talks in September. 
49 Rene Sarmiento, deputy presi- 
sential adviser on the peace pro- 
(cess, revealed this development 
here on Wednesday. 

He said the issue on ancestral 
pomat had been hammered out 
1 after the panel settled the agenda 
Ў оп economic development and 
{ rehabilitation, and security and 
т 
f "This is going to be a very im- 
| portant milestone,” Sarmiento 
; told the INQUIRER. 


SARMIENTO 


In an interview during a pre- 
sentation of updates on ongoing 
negotiations with rebel groups, 
‘Sarmiento said the MILF was hav- 
ing its land rights recognized 


& visit the Newly opened 


"within the framework of the Трга. 
(Indigenous Peoples Rights 

“Many people are saying that 
there would be a Moro home- 
land. Christian groups have ap- 
prehensions about this. They 
have nothing to fear; no separate 
territory shall be carved for them 
(МР), he said. 

Sarmiento said the consen- 
sus on the last issue had been 
reached in the 10th explorato- 
ry talks held in Malaysia on 
Feb. 6. 

Both parties can now move for- 
ward in the signing of a compre- 
hensive agreement in the three 
areas of concern, he said. 

“We are now at the home- 
stretch,” he said, referring to the 
negotiations that began three 


Beck's Beach 


in Puerto Azul 


years ago with the 15,000-strong 
MILE which he described as the. 
"biggest organized Islamic force 
inthe world." 

The talis, which he said 
Malaysia has helped facilitate 
and which Libya and Indonesia 
have closely monitored, have also 
prepared the establishment of the 
Bangsa Moro Development Au- 
thority (BMDA). 

In the pledging session held in 
October last year, Sarmiento said 
several countries have committed 
P143 million for the capability 
building of the BMDA. 

"Governments are watching 
how this agreement is going to 
conclude," he said. 

Sarmiento said he saw no ma- 
jor hitches coming in the run-up 
to the September settlement. 

At the same time, 
he said the ceasefire 
between the military 
and the MILF has 
“held on,” with skir- 
mishes "significantly 
dropping" in recent 
months. 

"Im very opti- 
mistic about the con- 
clusion because both 
parties are positive 
about it,” Sarmiento 
said. Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon 


Z ROUNDUP * 
Surigao folk flee homes mÑ 

BUTUAN CITY— Resldents of coastal and 

upland areas of Tandag, Surigao del Биг — / 

fied their homes starting Sunday as Ty- 1029) 

phoon “Basyang” brought heavy rains. — 

“The people are taking pro-active measures 4 

to avoid possible andslides, ad Liza Ma- 

2, regional coordinator of the Office of Gilg 

Defense. Tandag, the province's capital, has 

been identified as a landslide-prone area. 

Franklin A. Caliguid, РО! Mindanao Bureau 


Mayor's suspected killer named 
ZAMBOANGA CITY—The suspect in the killing of Isabela City Mayor Luis Ru- 
bio Biel || has been identified, but police were still investigating the motive for 
the crime. Senior Insp. Wiliam Gadayan, Isabela City police chief, named the 
suspect as Jaber Abdula Gannih, 24. a political science student at the Basilan 
State College and former scholar of Malate Manila Computer Learning Pro- 
gram. Omar Suhod, spokesperson of the Muslim Religious Leaders of Basi- 
ian, sald Gannih was a “very religious young guy.” Suhod and Muslims in Isa- 
bela are protesting Biets plan to demolish a mosque in the ly. 

Julie 8. Alipata, РО! Mindanao Bureau 


Meningo scare in @zamiz 
OZAMIZ CITY—The death of a 2-year-old 
boy in a hospital here last week has trig- 
gered a meningococcemia scare, "АП can 
Say as of now is that i's not (the cause of 
death),” Dr. Alrick Acosta, medical consul- 
tant ofthe Medina General Hospital, said- 
For days, text messages have circulated, 
warning against going to the hospital be- 
cause of the purported meningococcemia 
case. Acosta said "naughty texters" could 
be behind the messages. 


Ryan D. Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Catanduanes trader robbed 
VIRAC, Catanduanes—Two unidentified armed men on Friday held up an 
animal feeds seller in San Andres town. Police said Marichu Tengonsiang, 
40, was aboc:d a truck of Supra Feeds Enterprises with driver Lito Barba on 
the way to Virac from Pandan town when the robbers stopped the vehicle 
near the Codon National High School. The robbers took P100,000 in cash 
and checks, and a mobile phone from Tengonsiang, 

Fernan Gianan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Robbers preying on Indians fall 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Potie arrested two suspected members of a 
robbery syndicate preying on indians in Cavite at a checkpoint in Kawit town on 
Sunday. Jay Ballentos, 37, and his brother Lito, 25, both of La Huerta, 
Parafiaque City, were arrested shortly after they held up money lender Gurdip 
‘Singh, 30. The suspects reportedly took P2,000 from Singh. A third suspect 
eluded arrest 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Batangas dad’s house ransacked 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Three unidentified men ransacked the house 
of a councilor of Ibaan, Batangas early Sunday and tied the government offl- 
cial before fleeing. Police said Cesar Marasigan, 49, of Barangay Palindan, 
Ibaan, was asleep when the men entered his house past midnight. They de- 
stroyed the lock of a siding door to get in. The councilor lost P150,000 in 
cash and personal belongings. 

Marlon Ramos, РО! Southern Luzon Bureau 


Laguna rural bank heist 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Three men and a woman held up a rural 
bank in San Pedro, Laguna on Tuesday and took an undetermined amount 
of money. Police said the robbers, posing as bank depositors, entered Plan- 
Bank in Barangay Landayan, disarmed its lone security guard and ordered 
two cashiers to open the vault 

‘Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Militiaman shot dead 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A member of the Citizens’ Armed Forces Geo- 
graphical Unit (Сайди) was shot dead infront of a barangay hall in Lian, Batan- 
саз on Tuesday. Police identified the vicum as Julie Macalalad. 37, and the sus- 
pect аз Rommel Abastilas, 37. Witnesses rushed Macalalad to the Hospital de 
San Juan Bautista where he died. The suspect fed on a motorcycle. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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P.R. No. AD 05-0038, 08- 
Photocopying Machines, 
PAGASA Central Ойсе 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The PAGASA, troughits Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC), invites suppliersimanufacturersidistibutors! 
contractors to apply for еу and to bid for he hereunder project. 


Name of Project 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Department of Science and Technology 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
‘Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
Science Garden, agham Road, Diiman, Quezon City 1100, 


0138 а 06-0147 
Security and Janitorial Service 


RenialolPholocopying machines, Security and Janitorial Services 


QylUnit 


Brief Description Approved Budget | Contract Duration 
for the Contract 


tot | Securit 


Services (33 Security Guards) | P 394614000 | May to December 2006, 


lo2 


Janitonal Services (39 Jantors] 


P 341650024 | Маул December 2008 


1а2 


Renal of Photocopying Machines 


B. 46100000 | May o December 2006 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within the last two (2) years with 
an amount of atleast 50% of the proposed project forbidding. The Eligibility Check/Screening as well as the 
Preimnary Examination of Bids shaluse non dscreionary passlail стопа. Post quacaton of the lowest 
cakulated bid shall be conducted, 
AN parüculars relative to Eighty Statement and Screening, Bid Security. Performance Security, Pre-Bidding 
Conferencets) Evaluation of Bris, Post-Qualficaton and Award of Contract shal be covered by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. 9184 andits implementing Rules and Regulations (RR). 
The complete schedule of activiiesis isted as follows: 
Activities, | SchedulefTime 

1. issuance ol Bid Requromenis | March 9-22, 2006 

& Bidding Documents 


Venue 
General Services Section 
З PAGASA Cental 
Office В. 


Presid Conference March 23, 2006/2:00Pm. | Aminan Conference Room 
ЖЕ PAGASA Сота! 


Office Bid. 


‘Opening of Eigblity Requirements 
and Envelope! 


Opening of Bids - Envelope Îl 
Bid Evaluation & Post qualification | Apni5-19, 2006 
Notice of Award Apri 2006 


ingreso parios may aval Bid Requroents and Bing Documents upon peymori amor tune 
‘equvalenl io 0.2% of ihe approved budget per demin no case lower than P500.00 and not more than P1,000.00 
tothe PAGASA Cashier, upon presentation of ths advertisement clipping together wih the Company's TIN. 
The PAGASA assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or mdemnify bidders for any expenses 
incurred in the preparation ofthe bid. 


April, 2006 /9:00-11:00a.m. 


"Apri 4, 20061200 pm. 


Tels. (632) 522-0305 | 520-8588 loc. 7440 1525-8430 loc. 201 / Telefax 
Coll Nos.: 0916-3524950 / 0919-4125928 / 0917-8812918 


Cavite Office: (046) 524-0027 | www pi 


522-9382 Approved by 


(504) PRISCO D. NILO 
А rtoazulec com Chan PAGASA ВАС 
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Cops hit wrong target 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. Arthur Olosan. ing the window and hurling glass 
"This is really a very unfortu- shards all over him. He said he 
SEVEN TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT nate incident. The ones that con- continued to drive, keeping his 
Group (TMG) operatives were re- ducted the road block have been head bowed. To his surprise, the Р z 
lieved yesterday, hours after they disarmed, and their firearms sub- armed men no longer followed || x as rotester takes 
fired at a car driven by the vice jected to a ballistic exam,” said him. Clareto stopped ata gasoline Ў 5 
president of a pharmaceutical SeniorSupt. SamuelPagdilao Jr, station and saw his headboard ч x 
firm in what the police said was a Philippine National Police “had three bullets.” Wounded and с А 
case of mistaken identity. spokesperson. Police said the his tires running flat, he managed = ase to op 
Randolph Clareto, 46, sus. TMG operatives were running af- to drive to the Rizal Medical Cen- 
tained gunshot wounds in his leg ter fleeing suspected car thieves. ter for treatment. a 
and shoulder after police fired at The chase, which began in Que- ‘The TMG operatives, it later 
his silver Toyota Vios in Pasig City zon City Tuesday night, reached turned out, were after a group of 
afewminutes after midnight yes- Lanuza Street in Barangay car thieves onboard a silver Toy- 
terday. Ugong, Pasig City shortly after ota Altis. Police later found the 
“It was a miracle I survived. midnight yesterday. Altis which had been abandoned 
They were determined to kill Clareto, who was on his way on Lanuza Street near corner CS. 
whoever was inside the car" he hometo Barangay Pinagbuhatan, Тһе car thieves, it turned out, 
said in radio interviews. waspassingby thestreetatabout had commandeered а Mitsubishi 
TMG Chief Supt. Augusto the same time when the TMG op- Galant driven by Brian Raymun- Рахіт 
‘Angeanan identified the opera- eratives fired on his car. “They do, to elude the police. Бн е РД 
tives as SPO2 Jaime de Guzman, started to fre indiscriminately Raymundo said the suspects 
SPO1 Joseph Martin, POS Jerry They did noteven flag medown,” left him with his car when they TRAN 
Atancio, PO2 Raxciel Naprato, he told radio station dzBB. reached Leveriza Sreet in Pasay | Corp, will revien tcu meme 
PO2 Reynaldo Pedagrosa, PO2 Clareto said the shots were all City near De La Salle University. 
Marcelino Dacoylo and POl concentrated on his side, shatter- With Luige A. del Puerto 


the train system's rails above the (Life is already so hard but 
Guadalupe bridge in MakatiCity. they keep on bringing us 
MRT operations were halted down).” 
for 40 minutes as engineers cut With five children to feed, 
Corp. will review security mea- power to the overhead electrical Abdula was apparently frus- 
sures in all its facilities to pre- lines, while rescuers and firemen trated that his cart and goods 
vent a repeat of yesterday's in- attempted to secure Abdula. had been seized at least four 
cidentin which apopcom ven ТЬе Slyearold vendor, а tines by MMDA enforcers, he 
> 1 1 1 P lor disrupted rail servicefor40 Mandaluyong City resident, had added. 
Gov t serious in smuggling campaign minutes. climbed up the bridge at a few Моге than two hours later, 
In а telephone interview, minutesafter7am.toprotestthe Abdula willingly went down 
МАТ:З public information offi- seizure of his cart by enforcers of the steel bridge. 
AT LAST, THE GOVERNMENT “swing,” the Bureau of Customs cer Ronilo Bacolod said they the Metropolitan Manila Devel- He was taken to the Nation- 
has shown earnestness in its anti- (BOC) term for taking out cargo | willfocusoneliminating “secu. opment Authority (MMDA). al Center for Mental Health in 
smuggling campaign by arresting 1 without paying duties and taxes. | rity - gaps” which allowed Abdula carried a placard with Mandaluyong to undergo psy- 
analleged smuggler, Samuel Lee. с Despite the exposé in this space, | Christopher Abdula to scale а the message, “Hirap na hirap па chiatric evaluation, rescuers i 
The police Criminal investigation * Lee and other smugglers stillen- | concrete column supporting kami, patuloy kaming binabagsak said. 
and Detection Group (CIDG) ar- Р gaged in “swing.” My exposé has 
rested Lee upon his arrival from alienated me fom the person с 3 
Hong Kong and charged him with whose friendship I value most. Vill А 
violation of the customs and Tare Bureee Village’ tenant held for cabbie slay 
iff Code. The CIDG also charged customs zone, was taken in cus- _ and my profession, 1 will choose 
Lee with attempted bribery after tody His arrest sent a message to ` the latter. Friends come and go R ae 
he offered а P300,000 bribe to smugglers who love to drop the but I will be in my profession for ВУ Jocelyn R. Uy day оп Merville Street, taxi driven by Aloreto Dinobo. 
the arresting team. The Quezon names of prominent persons that life. Parafiaque City, after leading po- The guards later found Dinobo's 
City Prosecutor's Office, however, their illegal activities must stop. ee A RESIDENT OF AN EXCLUSIVE licemen on a two-hour chase, city body in a vacant lot near Gallent’s 
recommended Lee's release. Lee and his associates, the sib. Because of the drive against Village in Muntinlupa City has police chief Supt. Roberto Ron- house. He had been shot once in 
Whether he was released or lings Vickyand Tom Toh, havede- smuggling, the BOChas collect- been charged with robbery and gavilla said. Watchmen at Ala- the nape. The suspect, however, 
not is not important. What isim- рпіхей the government of billions ed more revenues in the first homicide for allegedly killing a bang Hills Village, where Gallent claimed that he left for a friend's 
portant is that Lee, considered of pesos by undervaluing their two months of this year than in Cab driver in his own turf. Javier lives, said the suspectentered the house after the taxi driver had 
untouchable at the piers and the shipments or making an outright the same period last year. Gallent, 38, was arrestedonMon- subdivision on Sunday onboarda dropped him off at his home. 
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you just that. Now you can finally free yourselves from subscriptions with no added value. Experience a liberation 
from the ordinary and receive Inquirer Golf, Inquirer Badminton, Junior Inquirer, and Just Shop every month for 
FREE! You get FREEDOM simply by subscribing to the Philippine Daily Inquirer. Be not hassled and enjoy FREE 
delivery straight to your homes, and break-free from high costs and get your copy for only P18/day. Release 
your mind and embrace balanced news and fearless views delivered fresh at your doorstep every day. 
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Pacquiao should fight 
Morales first-Roach 


ERIK MORALES FIRST, THEN, PERHAPS, 
Marco Antonio Barrera. 

Renowned trainer Freddie Roach de- 
clared this yesterday just hours after World 
Boxing Council super featherweight champ 
Marco Antonio Barrera issued 
a challenge to Filipino super- 
star Manny Pacquiao. 

Roach, in an interview with 
leading ‘website Boxingtalk, 
indicated his displeasure over 
the timing of Barrera’s dare, 
and even went farther as to say 
Barrera wants Pacquiao's 
place at the top. 

"Right now Barrera wants to 
be where Manny is, and that's 
on top. We have to give Erik 
Morales his opportunity as the contract 
states,” Roach said, referring to the Sept. 16 
third match between Pacquiao and Morales 
which was part of the contract they signed 


| 
before their rematch last Jan. 21. | 

‘if Erik chooses not to fight Manny then. | 
perhaps we look at Barrera,” he added 

Roach also said there had been offers for 
Barrera to fight Pacquiao in the past for a 

grudge rematch, but the Mexi- 
can always had a reason not to 
fight. 

“Before Manny was where 
he is now, every time we tried 
to get a fight with Barrera, 
there was always a reason they 
didn’t want the fight,” Roach 
told Boxingtalk. 

The Filipino had earlier 
stopped Barrera in the 11th 
round of a non-title match in 
November 2003, 

Pacquiao is set to retum to the country оп 
‘March 12 from a vacation in Hong Kong to- 
gether with his family. Salven L. Lagumbay, 
contributor 


P'foods wins 
as Yap shines 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 pm.— Sta. Lucia Realty vs Purefoods 
7:35 p.m —Talk'N Tex vs Barangay Ginebra 


By June Navarro 


JAMES YAP FIRED A CAREER-HIGH 34 
points to propel Purefoods Chunkee to a 
conference-opening 104-88 victory over 
Sta. Lucia Realty last night in the Gran 
Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Criticized for a missed layup in the dying sec- 
onds of last conference's Finals series, Yap acquit- 
ted himself by going 14 of 21 from the fied, in- 
duding 11 points in the third period that opened 
upan 81.62 spread for the Giants. 

“He (Yap) responded to my challenge for him 
to.score more,” said Purefoods coach Ryan Grego- 
по, "This is his best game as a PBA player.” 

Yap muffed the shot that could have changed 
the complexion of the Giants’ championship fate 
with 11 seconds left against Red Bull in the finale 
of their Fiesta Conference Finals series. 

Memories of that Game 6 disaster were wiped 
ош partly because of Yap's breakout game and the 
Giants’ confidence in running the break. 

"We could be the smallest team in the league 


but the good thing about itis we readily recognize. 
ош weakness” said Gregorio. "We cannot battle 
other teams in a half-court game. We don't have 
the size so at least we should be quicker" 

1а the second game, Mark Caguioa had 39 
points, shooting 17 of 23 from the field, to lead 
Barangay Ginebra to а 98-81 rout of Talk N Text. 

Three other Kings provided solid numbers with 
Eric Menk chipping in 16 points and 16 rebounds, 
Rommel Adducul conmibuting 15 and 14 and 
Mike Holper adding 10 and nine boards. 

The scores: 

Fst Game 

PUREFOODS 104—Yap 34, Raymundo 18, Pingis 17, 
pot 12, Artadi 8, Yee 4, Castio 4, Tejada 3, Bilones 2 Yap R. 
2,Bangeisa 

STA. LUCIA 88—Espino 31, бота 15, Duremdes 13, 
Catpgnot 10, Отеп S Овтаре 5, Mendoza 3, Сай 2, Aquino 
2 Gonzales 2, Сайлар 0, Agapo 0. 

Quarters: 29-24, 49033, 81-62, 104-88. 

Second Game 

GINEBRA 38— Caguioa 39, Merk 16, Adducl 14 Hoper 10. 
Hetecband 8, Ferrera 7, Santos 4, Macapagai 0, Soto 0, Dimau- 
rotano. 

TALK N TEXT 81 Miler 25, Тайна 17, Cardona 12, Carey 
10, Fras 4, Alapag 4, Pato 4, Viloria 2, Meneses 2, Avenido 1, 
эноо. 

байк. 19-19, 3983, 71-56, 98-81 


Austria returns to PBL 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


GEARING UP FOR A SMOOTH TRANSITION 
to the pro league, Rain or Shine yesterday 
appointed Leo Austria as head coach of its fi- 
nal amateur run in the Philippine Basketball 
League. 

“Tm really honored with the trust given me,” 
said Austria, who will also serve as lead tactician 
of Welcoat Paints, which will be the franchise's 
banner name when it debuts in the Philippine 
Basketball Association this October. 

Rain or Shine will be shooting for its seventh 
title when it plays йв last conference in the Unity 
Cup starting March 25. 

“Ill do everything in my capacity to give the 
team a fitting farewell in the league," noted Aus- 
tria. 

The 47-year-old mentor replaced Caloy Gar- 


cia, who agreed to step down as his assistant. 

‘Austria is no stranger to the squad, having 
called the shots for the Painters from 2001 to 
2004, which included a championship run in the 
2003 Challenge Cup. 

In 2004, Austria relinquished his post to Gar- 
Ча, also his assistant then, when he joined Shell 
asits head coach in the PBA. 

Austria returned to Welcoat as head of basket- 
ball operations after Shell disbanded late last 
year. 

But it would be a juggling act for Austria. Last 
November, Adamson University also tapped 
Austria to coach the Falcons in the coming UAAP 
season. 

While Austria tries to wrap up Rain or Shine's 
PBL campaign, he will also be rebuilding a strug- 
sling collegiate team and forming a competitive 
pro squad. 


Tierro clinches Delhi slot 


By Dennis О, Eroa 
Libre sports editor 


PATRICK JOHN TIERRO, 
the country top netter, frus- 
trated local hope Vardhan 
Vishun, 3-6, 6-3, 63, in the 
fist round of the India Asso- 
ciation of Tennis Profession- 
als/Imernational Tennis 
Federation Satellite recently 
in New Delhi. 

‘The win enabled the 20- 
year-old Tiero to dinch а slot 
in the $25000 New Delhi 
Masters slated next week. 

Tlerro's second round foe is 
Manuel Jorquera oftalyinthe ПЕВАО 
round of 16. Jorquera is No. 600 in the world. 

‘Win or lose, Tiero is now assured of getting AIP 
points which shouid enable the Flipino Davis Cupper 
to crack the world's top 1,000 ist. 

“To make it to the main draw, Пето, who trains 
under Beeyong Sison at the Subic Bay Intemational 
Tennis Center, had to survive Indians Vit Sehgal, 6-1, 


62, and Dipesh Rao, 64, 7-6 
G), inthe qualifying. 


ond seed and world No. 435 
Herbert Witschnig of Austria 
and his compatriot Philipp 
Mullnes, who 5 the fourth 
seed with an ATP ranking of 
476. Local bet Vishal Uppal of 
India (AIP No. 522) Б the 
fourth seed. 

‘The 6foot-1 Тето won а 
gold medal as рап of the 
mens team in the 23rd 
Southeast Asian Games last 

December 
Тело has now qualified to the Masters of all three 
TP/TTP Satelite events he has joined since 2004. 
Backed up by Cebuana Lhuillier sponsman-busi- 
пезяпап Jean Henri Lhuillier and Phin 
Manuel Misa, Tero campaign is part of the five 
year developmental plan mapped out by Sion. 
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‘Pacquiao named Boxer of the Year 


JOXING ICON MANNY PACQUIAO 


‘heads Filipino world and intema: 


Stional tideholders in the Elorde 
Banquet of Champions during the 
6th Gabriel "Flash" Elorde Memori- 
Tal Awards set March 25 at the Dusit 


Hotel Nikko, 


= Pacquiao, whose win over Hector 
"Velasquez in September last year 
gave him worldwide fame, will re- 


Championship 2005. 


TSUBIC—RENAN MORALES OF 
Shift Racing pulled off a sweep 
and ruled Group 3 recently in the 
Philippine Touring Car Champi- 
onship 2005 at the Subic Interna- 


“tional Raceway 


7 Morales posted the fastest lap- 
ime of 1:24.83 to pull away early 
from the pack en route to his vic- 


ceive the Boxer of the Year award 
forthe fifth time. 

‘The Elorde Memorial Awards is 
presented by Johnny Elorde Man- 
agement Intemational and the 
Gabriel "Flash" Elorde Foundation. 

The Elorde clan, led by Elorde's 
wife, Laura, will be on hand to 
present the various awards. 
Daughter-in-law Liza Elorde is 


‘Morales rules Group 3 


tory in the event sanctioned by 
the governing Automobile Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines. 

Не won 10 of the 12 races for a 
total of 272 points. In the coming 
season late April, һе will be elevated 
to the Group 1 category along with 
the bigwigs like Jody Coseteng, 
Kookie and Louis Ramirez. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


> 


overseeing the event honoring 
the former world champion. 

The event is sponsored by 
Philippine Amusements апі 
Gaming Corp., Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office, Family Rub- 
bing Aleohol, Smart, San Miguel 
Corp., Casa Belrina Travel, John- 
son & Johnson, Bai & Mig Party 
Favors and Elorde Sports Center. 


PACQUIAO 
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1 Arrows level with Doves 


THE ARELLANO UNIVERSITY FLA- 
ming Arrows thwarted the St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi Doves, 81-76, yesterday 
to force a deciding Game 3 for the 
13th National Capital Region Ath- 
letic Association men’s basketball 
tournament championship. 

Alfe Martinez hita layup with 15.7 
seconds left, allowing the Flaming Ar- 
rows to stay out of trouble and even 
their series with the Doves at 1-1. 


Budget approval 
key for Palaro 06 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PALARONG PAMBANSA IN NAGA CITY IN 
Bicol this May is in danger of being scrapped 
unless the 2006 national budget is approved. 

The expenses for staging the Palaro, esti- 
mated to be from P20 million to PSO million, 
are embodied in the budget proposal of the 
organizing Department of Education which is 
now being tackled by Congress. 

Rep. Monico Puentevella, one of the propo- 
nents of an increased budget in sports, said 
everything depends on the bicameral hearing 
late this month. 

‘The Palaro, featuring high school and ele- 
mentary athletes from the public schools, has 
a long history of getting shelved due to mone- 
tary constraints. The event was shelved the 
last time in 2002 when the money, coming 
from then organizer Philippine Sports Com- 
mission, was diverted to the country's cam- 
paign in the Busan Asian Games. 


Puentevella said he discussed the Palaro 
budget this year during a meeting with DepEd 
Secretary Fe Hidalgo two weeks ago and 
again in Congress last Monday. 

“it (the Palaro) is in their proposed budget 
being presented in Congress now,” said 
Puentevella. “If we pass the new budget it's 
included there. Depends when we approve it. 
But I'm optimistic we'll pass the new budget 
with the support of the Senate.” 

Palaro regional coordinator Len Toledo ex- 
pressed confidence the event would be held 
this year because there's no need to spend on 
infrastructure as the Naga City Sports Com- 
plex has been kept in good shape. 

He also noted that the Philippine Amuse- 
ment and Gaming Corp. spent for the 2005 
Palaro in Iloilo last year and this could be 
done again this year. 

The PSC itself is bracing for harder times with 
the Department of Budget and Management 
proposing only a P28 million budget this year. 


Martinez’s basket gave the 
Flaming Arrows а seven-point 
cushion at 80-73 and frustrated 
the Doves’ bid to clinch the crown 
outright via а 2-0 sweep. 

Meanwhile, the Olivarez Col- 
lege Sea Lion Cubs weathered the 
Arellano Baby Arrows’ repeated 
attacks and came away with a 57- 
55 verdict which gave them the 
NCRAA junior crown. 


Paragua-Dableo 
title showdown 


SAN FERNANDO CITY, LA UNION— 
Grandmaster Mark Paragua beat defend- 
ing champion GM Joey Antonio, 1.5-0.5, 
Wednesday to arrange a title clash with 
bosom buddy International Master 
Ronald Dableo in the fifth La Union 
Open Chess Championships at the Diego 
Silang Hall of the La Union Provincial 
Capitol Building here. 

‘The top-seeded Paragua downed An- 
tonio after 43 moves of a Reti Opening in 
Game 1 and settled for the needed draw 
in Game 2 after 51 moves of a Sicilian 
Defense to post a 1.5-0.5 victory 

Dabieo, on the other hand, bested IM 
Richard Bitton, 3-2. He beat Bitoon in Game 
1 after 34 moves of an English Opening, but 
yielded Game 2 after 46 pushes of a French 
Duel. The 1-1 tie in the standard format 
forced а бе breaker in the blitz format. 

Bitoon took a 1-0 lead in the seven min- 
utes plus three seconds increment playoff, 
but Dableo rebounded by taking Game 2. 

Dableo, head coach of University of 
Sto. Tomas, won the toss coin and choose 
the white pieces for the last tie breaker 
which he won. NM Marlon Bernardino 


1 READ INTHE PAPERS THAT IT'S ABS-CBN 
and not Solar that will air Manny Pacquiao's 
next fight. 1 also read that Manny Pacquiao 
will now promote his next fight himself, 
having reportedly fired his US promoter, 
Gary Shaw. 

Iall that is true, well, what can I say? 
J: -Nothing’s new there. 

Old стар. 
New faces, new facts 
New players, new fakers. 
-In short, what else is new? 

It happens all the time, didn’t I tell you? 

How many managers has Manny Pacquiao 
dumped? Three? Four? Well, there's Polding 
Correa and Bebot Elorde. You want some 
more? Rod Nazario. Murad Muhammad. 

In boxing, the guy next to you can go any- 
time. Hardly do you see lasting friendships 
here. Emotions are non-existent, only egos. 
Only in the movies you see such things, such 
poignant scenes, happening, as in the films 
"The Cinderalla Man" and "A Million Dollar 
Baby" 

In boxing, anything can happen. Whats 
said now, whats agreed upon today can 
change in a day or two. There's nothing sol- 
id in boxing, only the color of money. It is 
only in this sport that relationships and 
agreements are shattered foster than 
Olympic swim records. 

In boxing, enemies you sleep with are a 
dime a dozen. They crawl like rats in the 
dark, attacking with ferocity at the slightest 
opportunity. Or have you forgotten what 
Jimmy Cannon said: "Boxing is the red light 


What else is new? 


д 


i 
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district of sports.” 

Boxers are a special breed in that they 
change managers faster than Мапа Shara- 
роуа changes clothes. 

Pacquiao dumping Correa for Nazario 
and, later, dropping Nazario for an Ameri- 
can oddly named Shelley Finkel. 

Z Gorres leaving his discoverer, protector 
and “father,” Rudy Salud, after just one trip 
to America. 

Prince Gabi deserting Gov. Piñol, his 
benefactor for years, for yet another Ameri- 
can manager. 

‘And yes, who can forget Luisito Espinosa 
going to Joe Koizumi after being with Her- 
mie Rivera since his teenage days? 

And now this, Pacquiao brushing aside 
Solar Sports, which had aired his last four 
fights, in favor of ABS-CBN. 

Oh, well, don’t tell me it isn't true. rs true. 
because boxing is not totally peopled by 
heroes but more by pimps. 

And I'm just being honest when 1 say that. 


KEEP ON PUNCHIN’, RUDY. Am I glad 
Rudy Salud, the most colorful PBA commis- 
sioner since Leo Prieto, is fast recovering 


from a seven-hour heart surgery a while 
back. Twice he has been confined at the ICU. 
‘Thank God Rudy is now out of danger and is 
recuperating at home. See you soon, Pareng 
Mama? 1 miss our coffee sessions at Dul- 
cinea along T. Morato in Quezon City. 


Tm looking forward to covering the 7th 
Jaguar/Land Rover Golf Invitation at Sta. 
Elena on March 15-17. The tournament is 
unique in that it is the only golf invitational 
in the country that runs for three days, and 
ranks among its participants some of the 
most prominent'and accomplished person- 
alities in Philippine society. 

1 look forward to meeting again Wille 
Soong, Mr Jaguarman himself who's the 
brains behind the event (who else?). Willie has 
always been a delight to be with, not only on 
the fairways but off it, for his wit and charisma 
and conversations filled with warmth. 

Look what awaits the team champion in this 
tournament: A stint in the 23rd Jaguar World. 
Golf Finals in Gleneagles, Scotland, on June 
11-16, 2006, where they will compete against 
other champion teams from the various Jaguar 
dealerships around the world. 

Tm buying a lotto ticket now. I need a Jaguar 
to qualify me to join the tournament. 

FASTBREAK. Belated happy birthday 
(yesterday, March 8) to Robert “The Big J" 
Jaworski and Dr. Filemon del Carmen. Who 
doesn’t know The Big J? Dr. Del Carmen is 
the 83-year-old father of Daboy, my es- 
teemed dentist-golfmate. Cheers! 


Race t—(Arirl) Bunker 
Buster (3), Earth Wind 
М Fire (5), Dona баду 
(2), Swee Fay (1) 

Race” 2—(Orv/i)—St 
Jei-jek (1), Hukom 

(Eats Soluce U) 


X4 PRACT NG) 


BY TOP CHOICE 


Race 6—(rt/r My Lit- 
“hg, Sivar Music (7) ie Pet (B Pail (8), 
Race 3—(PentarTr}— Magic Ewan Ко (7). 
Summer fon (0), Tons Secret (3) 
High Spirt (1), King Race _ 7—(Penta/Td)— 
Ot Arica (10), Classy — Time Enchanted/ 
Pages), Зоест еш тее 6 
Daryl (5) Strong Colony (8), 
Race 4L-(Or/Ri-—Ghur- Ravishing Rally 4). Ei 
fe) famae, Love, Setar) 
Sweet Connection (8) Valentine Dancer (б) 
Race 8—(Super SOn) 
—kawitwit (8). Mag- 
ши (10). Samahan 
(8), Sir Olizon (9), Ex 
press има (1), Deci- 
dido (6) 


ils Virginia (бу 

Race 5— Perl/Ir] — Lead- 

Я 

фа (6), Марс Bulet 

TO). Habagat (б), Ganie- 
папа Lady (4) 


Dimarucot-Villanueva tops doubles 


DENDEN DIMARUCOT AND GABRIEL VILLANUE- 
va topped the meris doubles level A to lead other 
winners in the recent Hanford The Love Match and 
‘Set Game N Match badminton tournament at the 
Banawe Badminton Arcade in Quezon City 

‘The other champions were Justin Reyes and 
‘Sammy Ong (level B); Dennis Go and Rey Maga- 
lanes (level C); Alejandro Dvencola and James 
Logan (level 0); Carlo Remo and Kevin Suarez 
(level E); Wilmer Frias and Gerelyn Glico (mixed 
doubles level A); Rommel Parone and Christian 
Balita (level B); Andrew and Ruby Castillo (level. 
C); Froilan Tadeo and Maricel Morales (level D); 
and Ricardo Sunga and Gie Gutierez (level E) 


An invitation to drive. 


V 


еттт 


\\\\\\\\\| 


Autohaus BMW ? 


bea 


ШШ 


Movie and television actor Dingdong Dantes, 
who ako plays badminton and is an image mod- 
endorser of Hanford, did the ceremonial serve 
with Albert Lee, managing direcor of Banawe Bad- 
minton Arcade; and Gibert Chua, CEO of Capsmak- 
cer Inc, the exdusive disributor of Fleet Rackets and 
Shurtlecods in the Philippines. The two-day toumey 
auracted 248 bets. Fleet Rackets and Shuulecocks, 
Visual Impact Productions Ads Со, National Manu- 
facturing and Industrial Product Corp, Philstone In- 
dustrial and Manufacturing Corp., Archangels Col- 
lection, Bobson, BSI Medicated Spray Second Edi 
tion, GU Engineering, Badminton Phils, Classique. 
and Han Lee restaurant supported the event. 


SPORTSWATCH 


CDO Rapids tangle with Iligan 

CAGAYAN DE ORO СТУ—ТНЕ MINDANAO VISAYAS BASKETBALL ASSOCIA- 
tion (МУВА) resumes today with the host Cagayan de Oro Rapids of Mayor Vi- 
семе "Dongkoy" Y mano making their season debut versus league leader Nigan 
Сау of Mayor Lawrence L. Cruz at ће Xavier Univesity Gym. Gametime is at 5:30 
pm. with a huge hometown crowd expected to support the Rapids in this event 
backed up by ML Kwarta Padala, Panasonic and Nature's Spring Drinking Water. 
Rapids coach Edgardo Dacoco will lean on team captain Mark Apepe, Ranilo 
мита, Restycel Getubig and Rocky Sanchez to put a stain оп ligan City’ clean 
2-0 siate. Apepe averages 23.8 points while Nunez and Getubigdelvered 22.3 
and 16 points, respectively, during the МУВА pre-season games. 


Arcilla, Anasta in Kobe Gakuin Cup 

NATIONAL PLAYER JOHNNY ARCILLA AND ELBERT ANASTA DOWNED SEPA- 
rate rivals yesterday to enter the semifinais of the 2006 Kobe Gakuin Cup invita 
Попа Tennis event at the Ayala Alabang Tennis Ciub. Arcila downed Руш 
‘Ogawa, 6-3, 6-1, while Anasta routed Junpei Okabe, 6-2, 6-1, to remain unbeaten. 
Степ! Mantua defeated Masaki Kawazu, 6-3, 6-3. Rocky Paglalunan and 
Dodong Rubilar aiso won to improve to 5-1. Pagialunan beat Shimpei Moriguchi 
6-3, 6-1. and Rubilar outplayed Маск Miyake, 7-5, 6-3. Gilbert Estrada beat 
Shohei Maruyama, 6-3, 6-2. and Jaime Solon stopped Masaya Taira, 6-3, 6-2 


Infusion basketball boosts Spalding 

IN DEVELOPING THE INFUSION, THE FIRST EVER BASKETBALL WITH A BUILT- 
in micro pump, Spalding-—the words leading basketball maker—iteraly relied 
on rocket science in making ће cutting edge in basketball technology. Dan 
Толеу. vice president of marketing, said his research and development team 
tapped а former Nasa engineer in Spalding’s gol product division, which con- 
trolled brands such as Top-Fite golf balls and Ben Hogan clubs. Proline Sports 
Center, the exclusive distributor of Spalding NBA basketball іп the Philippines, ex- 
pecs the Spalding infusion to bea continuous hitin Metro Mania. 


Largahan derby weigh-in tomorrow 

COCKERS AND BREEDERS MUST SUBMIT THEIR ENTRIES FROM 9 AM. TOS 
pm. tomorrow in connection with Roligon Mega Cockpit’ Largan 5-cock dar- 
by. Apart rom the guaranteed prize of P2 milion, а rand new Toyota Vios, now 
оп display at Roligon lobby, wl be given to the fastest win champion, said host 
Roly Ligon. Over 100 entries are set to compete on Saturdays opening round (2- 
сос which wil start at 2 p.m. Other elimination rounds are scheduled on March 
14 and 16. Quaifers wil face off on March 18 for the tite. Entry fee is P4,400. For 
inquiries, contact 851-2275, 833-1638 and 852-9812 


DINGDONG Dantes does the ceremonial serve of Hanford The Love Match 
and Set Game N Match tournament held recently at the Banawe Badminton 
Arcade in Quezon City. With him are Albert Lee (left) and Gilbert Chua. 


The Autohaus BMW Dealer Qualifying Tournament 2006 
The BMW Golf Cup International kicks off with the Autohaus BMW Dealer Qualifying 
Tournament on March 10, 2006 at the Wack Wack Golf & Country Club. 
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* Aspecial prize from Mizuno for the tournamenit's Hole-In-One winner 
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WORLD BASEBALL CLASSIC 
US trips Mexico; Puerto 


Rico, D. Republic score 


PHOENIX—DERREK LEE AND CHIPPER 
Jones homered, Jake Peavy and six US reliev- 
ers combined on a four-hitrer and the United 
States beat Mexico 2-0 Tuesday. 

Lee connected off starter Rodrigo Lopez and 
Jones homered on the fitst pitch he saw in the 
tournament—off Oscar Villarreal in the seventh. 

‘That was plenty of offense for the pitching- 
rich United States team. 

Peavy allowed one hit—an infield single by 
Karim Garcia to start the game, The 24-year-old 
San Diego Padres right-hander struck out three, 
throwing just 23 pitches. 

Mike ‘Timlin, Chad Cordero, Dan Wheeler, 
‘Todd Jones, Joe Nathan and Brad Lidge each 
threw an inning of relief for the US squad, which 
has 11 relievers on its roster. 

‘The US pitchers combined for nine strikeouts 
and no walks, shutting out Mexico in 2 hours, 6 
minutes 


In Kissimmee, Florida, David Ortiz and Adrian 
Beltre each homered twice, leading the powerful 
Dominican Republic to an 11-5 victory over 
Venezuela in the opening game of Pool D, a 
tough grouping that also includes Australia and. 


"kaly 


Bartolo Colon, the 2005 American League Cy 
Young pitching award winner for the Los Ange- 
les Angels, pitched three scoreless innings for the 
win before leaving after 50 pitches—well below 
the opening-round limit of 65. 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, Bemie Williams hit 
а tiebreaking single, Alex Rios homered and 
Puerto Rico opened the World Baseball Classic 
with a 2-1 squeaker over Panama. 

Javier Vazquez got help from his bullpen, and 
Williams’ single up the middle scored Alex Cin- 
tron in the fifth inning to put Puerto Rico ahead 
before a home crowd of more than 19,000 at Hi- 
ram Bithom Stadium. АР 


NBC welcomes Pangasinan 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL CONFER- 
ence (NBC) president Nathaniel 
‘Tac’ Padila offically welcomed 
Pangasinan-Huncied Islands recent- 
iyat the Philippine Columbian Asso- 
ation clubhouse. 

"We are very happy that your 
province has put upa team for this 
years NBC toumament,” Padilla 
told Congressman Mark Cojuang- 
co, Amado Espino and Conrad Es- 
vella, Alaminos City Mayor Nani 
Braganza, Dagupan Vice Mayor 
Alvin Femandez and engineer 
Rosendo So after. the contract 

signing. 

"Padilla said Pangasinan’s entry is a big boost to 
the credibility of NBC, which has been promoting 
regional basketball for three years now. 

Mayor Braganza, who initiated the move to 


— n 


NBC PRESIDENT Nathaniel 
Alaminos City Mayor Hernani Braganza shake hands after the 
contract signing joined by other Pangasinan and NBC officials. 


"Tac" Padilla (third from left) and 


join NBC, is optimistic that the expansion Pan- 
gasinan squad will be able to make a big impact 
in its frst season 

“Pangasinan has produced a lot of good play- 
ers," said Braganza. 


Yao keys 
Rockets’ 
triumph 


MINNEAPOLIS—WITH 
Yao Ming emerging as 
an offensive force, the 
Houston Rockets 
didn't need superstar 
forward Tracy Mc- 
Grady on Tuesday. 


Yao topped 20 points for the 
eighth straight game, scoring 30 
points and grabbing 13 rebounds to 
ead the Rockets to а 93-87 victory 
over the Minnesota Timberwolves. 

‘With McGrady on the bench 
again ‘with back problems, Yao 
dominated the paint and Stromile 
Swift added 11 points and nine 
boards off the bench for Houston, 
"which used a 12-0 run to start the 
fourth quarter to get their third 
straight victory. 

“Without McGrady our record is 
pretty poor” Yao said of the Rock- 
ех 2-13 mark without their star 
forward. “Before today we only had 
опе. Ireally feel alot of pressure be- 
cause my teammates look to me 
and my opponent focuses on me, 
double team a lot, but мете here, 
theres no way back. 

In other games it was: New York 
107, indiana 92; Boston 116, Wash- 
ington 115, OT; Atlanta 113, Gold- 


en Stare 106; Cleveland 106, 
"Toronto 99; Chicago 95, New 
Jersey 87; Dallas 93, Portland 
87; LA Clippers 98, San Anto- j 
15085. 

Kevin Gamett made on- 
ly sx of 17 shots, but 
scored 15 points and had 
21 rebounds for the Tim- 
berwolves. 

The Rockets again 
were without McGrady, 
their leading scorer at 
246 рош а game, after 
his bothersome 
fiared up in petes 
aoe AN 
land. 4 

But Yao more ў 
than compensate 3 „222 
ed, exending his „з > 
career-best 
sucdkof20phs 1 
pointsin style. 

4 know at 
least in the last 
five games, to 
me he's com- 
pletely domi- 


(points) and 15 
(rebounds), 22 and 21, double-dou- 
bles every night.” AP 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


LEBRON James scores on a drive in Cleveland's 


106-99 victory over Toronto. 
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“Masahista” 


5 RP films among 
world’s best in '05 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


FOREIGN CRITICS HAVE RANKED 
five Filipino films among the best 
movies of 2005. 

‘On the website Senses of Cine- 
ma, the titles "Ebolusyon ng 
Isang Pamilyang Pilipino” by Lav 
Diaz; “Idol,” "Mondomanila: In- 
stitute of Poets” and “Ang 
ilyang Kumakain ng Lupa” 
Khavn de la Cruz; B 
“Masahista” by Brillante Men- 
doza appeared in a poll partici- 
pated in by respected reviewers 
and which included such familiar 
titles as “2046” by Wong Kar Wai, 
“Brokeback Mountain” by Ang 
Lee, “A History of Violence” by 
David Cronenberg and “The New 
World” by Terrence Malick. 


The web site prides itself in be- 
ing “an online journal devoted to 
the serious and eclectic discus- 
sion of cinema.” 

‘The 10-hour "Ebolusyon" was 
chosen by three contributing crit- 
ics—Italy's Paolo Bertolin, Aus- 
tria Christoph Huber and Ger- 
талу Olaf Möller. 


Eagerly awaited 

Huber of the Vienna Cinémath- 
àque included Lino Вгоска 1974 
film “Tinimbang Ka Ngunit Ku- 
lang” in a special retrospective 
list of “15 Discoveries.” 

Bertolin, a contributor to the 
newspaper I! Manifesto and the 
magazine Cineforum, dubbed 
Diaz's three-hour 


Another housemate 


leaves PBB 


By Nini Valera 


"WHEN THE PHILIPPINES VOTED 
and turned in only 13.5 percent 
of the total votes for “Pinoy Big 
Brother” celebrity housemate 
Christian Vasquez, the country 
was actually rooting for him. 

This was how the model/ac- 
tor from Bacolod saw his evic- 
tion from Big Brother's house 
last weekend, after 29 
days—the second housemate to 
get the boot. 

When his nomination was an- 


happily 


nounced a week before the evic- 
tion, Christian had asked viewers 
of the ABS-CBN reality show to 
decide whether he should stay or 
leave the house to be with his 
sons, Ryan and Martin. 

*] guess the public wanted me 
to be reunited with my boys,” 
Christian, 29, told Inquinen Enter- 
tainment on Monday during his 
exit interview. 

The actor is a single father; his 
wife left several years ago. The 
boys live with his parents in Ba- 

ANOTHER A22 
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Teri Onor stood 
up by TV pals 


“I COULDNT ЮОК АТ MY GUESTS IN THE 
eye. I couldn't tell them that some of the per- 
formers weren't showing up.” 

Comedian Teri Onor was telling Inqumen En- 
tertainment on Tuesday how he felt when his co- 
stars in the GMA 7 sitcom, “Lagot Ka, Isusum- 
bong Kita,” failed to turn up for his Feb. 28 show 
atthe Zirkoh Comedy Bar in Quezon City. 

"Teri said he had invited Richard Gomez, Benjie 
Paras and Raymart Santiago to drop by for "Lagot 
Ка, Isusumbong Kita sa Kuya mo," Zirkoh's an- 
niversary presentation. 

Richard, Benjie, Raymart and Joey Marquez. 
play Teri's brothers in “Lagot Ka." 

"None of them came,” Teri said. “Fortunately, 
the guests did not complain. But the guys phoned 
me as soon as they heard about the mix up and 
apologized. They said no one reminded them." 

Teri said his manager, 

Jun Nardo, sent word to 

Richard, Benjie and Ray- 
mart three weeks before 
the show. “They all said 
yes. So we induded 
their names in the pub- 
licity materials,” said 
Teri. 

In the end, it was 
Jimmy Santos, Jose 
Manalo and Wal- 
ly—his co-hosts on 
noontime show, “Eat 

Bulaga!"—plus 
Maureen Larazabal 
and stand-up comic 
Philip Lazaro "who 
came to my rescue,” 
Teri said. “Iwill forever 
be grateful to them.” 


TERI: They've 
apologized. wer 
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FROM FAT MAN 
TO SEXY MAN IN 
3 EASY MONTHS 


A bulging belly and 
iive up, thinking 

ugly flab can hold you Е 9" hopeless. 
back in life. x 

Do women and friends poke fun at a E 
your chubby, clumsy look? At Marie 
France FOR MEN we've helped thousands. 
of fat and overweight men lose fat faster 
than they thought possible, easily and 
effortlessly. Most were skeptical at first, 
but now lead new lives - new romances, 
better careers, better everything. 


Call today for a no-cost private 
consultation. It will be the best decision 
you ever made. Lose ugly fat fast! 


Some fat men 


As your consultant, 
FII give all the help 
you need through 

v- your fat-loss program. 
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Novellino 


The only way to en joy wine this Graduation Day. 


Cheers to the Class of 2006! Celebrate their well-deserved success with Novellino wines. 
Bold, refreshing flavors. Rich, sparkling textures. Graduation has never tasted so good. 
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== “MARCH OF THE PENGUINS," Best Documentary Feature winner in this year's Oscars, will have a 

| =a KIVE-LARGI Do Tagalog version to be narrated by Sharon Cuneta and to be released locally by Unitel. Morgan 

C vistos зат, 2073, тенә, эне ou Freeman lent his voice to the English version. Apart from the original French, Luc Jacquet's docu- 
INEM A к ҮЕ Т uc sows тас: EVENTS KNOW... mentary on emperor penguins also had Chinese, Japanese, Finnish, Italian and Brazilian versions. 


Now Showing at SM Cinemas 


SP HOLIDAY | 2 кг 5 RP films 


From page A2-1 
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Watch QUEEN LATIFAH on how she fulfilled the possibilities when MIRCD GP E URS e; progress, “Heremias"—which was pre- 

‘she thought she only had three weeks... o live the rest of her He 300.3 15.520 745, 10:00 Е 
xis M BLOCK САБАКТА iewed in Torino, Italy in November and is 
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E {200 245 510.725. 1оводме "У 1200. 236, 00.730 1000 || this month—as "the most eagerly awaited 

film of 2006." 


METRO MANILA EC Bertolin also included "Masahista" and 


“Idol” in his list of the year's best. 
ETA <- SM CITY FAIRWIEN SMA CITY MANILA De la Cruz's two other films were chosen by 
—— THE DARK CASANOVA Catch the Cineplex Special Brazil's Jorge Didaco ("Mondomanila") and 
16 BLOCKS YOURS, MINE & OURS |} FINAL DESTINATION Get a Mim Shabu-Shabu Cash Certicate worth P 100.00 тајио ле Phala (тыу КЕ 
01:40 FS 102-10 MF = > 2 ог every single purchase of two (2) tickets of any movie nakain"). 
eres Ш BIG momma's HOUSE || BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE at the Shang Cineplex. “Tt was unexpected,” Mendoza said of this 
МЕ FINAL DESTINATION 3f: THE DARK Promo Period : Feb 15 to Mar 15, 2006. See Posters For Details latest honor. ‘A great bonus." 
YOURS, MINE в OURS | пао ocd. мини A DURS Per OTLNGR Permit Number A2-0100. Series of 2006. De la Cruz, who first heard the news in Rot- 
Dg dra terdam, The Netherlands in January, said this 
а РО Ores ОТА! Ш. UNDERCLASS мач || FEARLESS renewed interest in Pinoy films is a sign “that 
ЕТЕТ 716 BLOCKS T UNDERCLASS MAN ERES TL MET е. ы Pak the country is slowly going back on the map.” 
K npila x 
IRIS созе ro vou 5 LAST E ә Humbling 
LAST HOLIDAY Соз то vou From Rotterdam, De la Cruz proceeded to 
| AEON FLUX У PRIDE AND PREJUDICY CCC] Clermont Serrand, France, where he was a ju- 
11 WILL ALWAYS LOVE vou]-: 16 BLOCKS LS CINEMAS ту member in the laboratory/experimental 


} E Э NEMA section last February. He reported that a Fil- 
SENE Оаза eaa Plaid е ipino short film competed in the narrative sec- 


M tion—Pam Miras’ “Blood Bank,” a Cine- 
LAST HOLIDAY EXCLUDIT SM CITY SOUTHMALL ___ а ен malaya Best Screenplay-Short winner last 
5 YOURS, MINE & ours ||: Senet -e- year 
| THE DARK eee DARE YOURS, MINE & OURS “It's humbling,” Diaz said of the accolade. 
: UNDERCLASS MAN је = RESERVED “This is good for Philippine cinema." It's more 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE [! YOURS, MINE & OURS J C than an award, he added, because it meant 
i16 BLOCKS 116 BLOCKS “that our country is once again being recog- 
:FINAL DESTINATION ЗЇ El ees ud 
TIGER BLADE = BIG MoMMA's HOUSE {: YOURS, MINE & OURS nized as рап of the discourse on word cine- 
|: CLOSE ТО vou 1 FINAL DESTINATION ЗЇ: UNDERCLASS MAN PROMENADE 


The country's presence on the list is made 
"SH CITY NORTH EDSA v S'LAST HOLIDAY LAST HOLIDAY all the more significant, he explained, be- 
CASANOVA 


} CLOSE TO YOU | FINAL DESTINATION 3 e oder cause it acknowledged “that there is a young 

ZUNDERCLASS MAN and dynamic movement of filmmakers in the 

): LAST HOLIDAY УТНЕ DARK YOURS, MINE, JM country who are making movies for the aes- 
THE DARK SM CITY BICUTAN __ IRESERVED Е а SOURS ___ Ш thetics, not just for entertainment.” 

eo E 5 Müller wrote in the New York-based Film 

RESERVED 1 UNDERCLASS MAN SM SUPERCENTER VALENZUELA Comment magazine last year that Lav's "Ebo- 

16 BLOCKS YOURS, MINE & OURS}! FINAL DESTINATION ЗИ Pipettes dah e РУТ lusyon" is "a labor of love made from the pass- 

6 FINAL DESTINATION $: FEARLESS FEARLESS TEETER RI) ОРО reverberating faintly 


across history's vast plains.” 
YOURS, MINE & OURS SHEN SANLAIANO [чле ү ‹ 
вме жылоз YOURS, MINE & OURS 
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FEARLESS STHE DARK моо, маме в ours} M 0 у leaves PBB house 
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‘SM CITY BAGUIO ‘SM CITY PAMPANGA 2 Ecstatic 


‘The most important thing he learned from 
| FIREWALL ; FEARLESS Я his stay, Christian said, was that “I took my 
1 AEON FLUX ‘SM CITY BACOOR YOURS, MINE & OURS freedom for granted when should have used 
UNDERCLASS MAN A it to bea better father to my sons. 
: йб ae ie ee | Dubbed Hunk Daddy in the show, Christian 
EYOURS, MINE в OURS f , ! NASAAN SI FRANCIS ¥ was ecstatic when he left. 
116 BLOCKS “| felt that, among the three of us who were 
Sem taming. erwaL DESTINATION af WALK THE LINE nominated—Rico Robles and Rustom Padilla 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE |: FEARLESS : CLOSE TO YOU T а ы pes ‘other two—they deserved to stay in- 
| FEARLESS £ CLOSE To You SH CITY LUCENA “ ‘Another person who was delighted that 
CLOSE TO YOU THE DARK У Christian is out at last was his manager, Biboy 
+ YOURS, MINE а ours ||| TINK PANTHER ~ Arboleda. 
EUNDERCEESS. MAN Ы 1:G0AL » "| — "iprayed for that,” Arboleda confided to IN- 


quer Entertainment. "It was a very tense 
SIMCITY BATANGAS St CITY STA. ROSA 1: NEW WORLD time for me just watching the events inside 
1 BLOODRAYNE PRIDE AND PREJUDICE] +: CLOSE ro YOU 


the house.” 
c iam 
1 CLOSE To You YOURS, MINE & OURS A SP сол а PURE) GHz, É | Biboy was referring to a period last week 
у MUNICH FINAL DESTINATION 3 


Зм Gm MOLINO. when Robin Padilla stormed into the house 
PINK PANTHER “FEARLESS 


J FEARLESS 


116 BLOCKS [Distributed by (1791 and confronted Christian who, he thought, 
1 had been taunting 

Sager? = his brother, Rustom. 
TUNDERCLASS MAN Prior to that, Rustom 
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Mom, are you gay? 

NEW YORK—Madonna says she had some ex- 
plaining to do when her daughter, Lourdes, 
asked about that kiss 
with Britney Spears 
at the 2003 MTV 
Video Music Awards. 

"[Lourdes] is re- 
ally obsessed with 
who is gay" says 
Madonna in an in- 
terview in Out mag- 
azine's April issue. 
"She even asked, 
‘Mom, you know 
they say that you are 
gay?’ And I'm, ‘Oh, 
do they? Why?’ And 
she says, ‘Because you kissed Britney 
Spears.’ And I said, ‘No, it just means 1 
kissed Britney Spears. am the mommy pop 
star and she is the baby pop star. And 1 am 
kissing her to pass my energy on to hei 

Madonna, 47, famously locked lips with 
Spears, 24, while performing her songs 
"Like a Virgin" and "Hollywood" at the 
awards ceremony. 

‘The pop diva, considered by some to be 
an icon in the gay community, tells the 
magazine her 9-year-old daughter likes to 
guess who is gay: "Oh, and the other thing 
She likes to do when we go out, she says, 
"Мот, do you want me to point out who the 
gay men are? And 1 say, ‘Okay, but I think I 
already know." AP 


New GMA 7 trilogy 

"PUSO3," a trilogy featuring GMA 7 
artists, will premiere tomorrow, 7 p.m., at 
the Cinema 2 of Robinsons Galleria's 
Movieworld. 


MADONNA зел 


The digital film is 
the product of an 
acting workshop at- 
tended by GMA 
Artist Center tal- 
ens. The first 
movie, “Kulam,” 
written and direct- 
ed by Rahyan Car- 
los, telis of how the 
families of Edwin 
and Tinay ше 
witchcraft to drive 
them apart. It stars 
Mark Herras, Ryza 
Cenon and LJ Reyes, with guests Robert 
Seña and Isay Alvarez. 

“Siklo,” written by Rahyan Carlos and di- 
rected by Soxie Topacio, recounts how the 
life of Angel, victim of domestic violence, 
changes after joining a support group and 
meeting others like himself. Mike Tan, MC 
Montirola and Chanda Romero star. 

"Lost and Found," a collaboration of fa- 
ther and son Peque and Wanggo Gallaga, is 
a quirky comedy about missing persons 
and the strange things you discover about 
people close to you during difficult times. 
Lead stars are GJ Muere and Michael Gar- 
cia 


Ang Lee's praise 
HOLLYWOOD—Oscar-winning “Broke- 
back Mountain" director Ang Lee has 
hailed Australia's Heath Ledger’s perfor- 
mance asa gay cowboy in the film as a“mir- 
асје" of acting. 

Taiwanese-born 
Lee, 51, sung the 
praises of the 26- 
year-old who lost 
out on the Best Ac- 
tor Oscar to Ameri- 
can star Philip Sey- 
mour Hoffman, who 
won for "Capote," 
during an interview 
following Sunday's 
Academy Awards. 

“It’s not only re- 
markable, its al- 
most like a miracle,” Lee said, A lot of peo- 
ple told me that his performance reminds 
them of a young Brando, It’s just outstand- 
ing.” 

He said Hoffman's victory did not detract 
in any way from Ledger's performance. "Не 
did a marvelous, marvelous, miraculous 
performance, so original.” 

The director said he had not seen Ledger 
since he lost out on his first big chance at 
Oscar gold. 

But Lee said that when he did see Ledger, 
possibly at an Oscars after party, “I will hug 
him; 1 will praise him; I will tell him what 
he meant in my mind.” AFP 


RYZA Cenon 
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So how did ‘Brokeback’ lose? 


JACK Nicholson, 
Best Picture 
presenter. 


Mountain” was every- 
" 

/ Г big Oscar it was sup- 
nounced "Crash" as Best Pic- 
he shrugged his shoulders as 

'Crash just the worthy contender in the 
One theory is that, despite the hoopla, Academy 


NEW YORK—WE JOKED ABOUT IT, 
argued about it, spoofed it. “Brokeback 
where in our popular 
culture— yet it lost the 
© posed to win. 

After Jack Nicholson an- 
ture at the conclusion of the 
Academy Awards on Sunday, 

ifto say “Don't look at me." 
a "Broke Backlash,” or was 
final stretch? There are as many theories as 

are “Brokeback” parodies on the Net. 
voters didnt really love the saga of two gay cowboys. 
Sometimes people pretend to like movies more 


YOURS, MINE 
AND guns 


oare movie 
МӨ юз] 12155 651 1453956 
Lr 2455 49.355 


than they actually do,” said Richard Walter, head of 
the screenwriting program at the University of Cali- 
fomnia, Los Angeles Film School 

Gritic Kenneth Turan, writing in the Los Angeles 
Times, said the movie “made people distinctly un- 
comfortable." He added: "In the privacy of the voting 
booth... people are free to act out the unspoken fears 
and ... prejudices that they would never breathe to 
another soul, or acknowledge to themselves. This 
year, that acting out doomed ‘Brokeback Mountain?" 


Beyond accolades 

Gay activists did not necessarily agree. 

Joe Solmonese, president of the Human Rights 
Campaign, the largest US gay rights group, said: “I 
was certainly disappointed. But 1 would trade that 
Oscar for all the positive conversations that this 
movie spurred between parents and their gay chil- 
dren, or between employees and their gay co-work- 
ers. That impact transcends accolades.” 
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Some focused on the typical Academy voter: older, 
and city-dwelling. Author and “Brokeback” co- 
screenwriter Larry McMurtry thought that was key to 
his film's loss: “We are an urban nation.” 

McMurtry could have added that not only are 
‘Academy voters urban, they are from Los Ange- 
Jes—the heart of "Crash," a racial drama depicting 
the intertwining experiences of an array of charac- 
ters over 36 hours. 

"Brokeback" director Ang Lee, who won the di- 
recting prize, said he hadn't a clue why his film lost. 

"Crash" came out to mixed reviews in May, much 
too early for a film to stay in voters minds. But Lions- 
gate Films reminded voters and critics of the film's 
potency by flooding them with DVD copies in late 
2005. 

So what sto be learned from Sunday nights upset 
result? Not much, says Walter, the film professor. You 
just really never know what Academy voters are go- 
ing todo.” Jocelyn Noveck, AP 
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Filipino talents stand out abroad 


WE RECENTLY CAUGHT THE FINALS OF THE 
terpsichorean tilt, “So You Think You Can Dance" 
оп ABC 5, and rooted for Fil-Am finalist Melody 
Lacayanga, who was narrowly beaten by top 
winner Nick Lazzarini. 

Even if she ended up only in second place, 
Melody won viewers over with her technical 
virtuosity great personality and love for danc- 
ing. 

Melodys dancing career in the United 
Statesis now a sure thing, but she should come. 
to the Philippines as soon as she can, to star in 
a TV special here. 

Pinoy pride should make that show a hit, af- 
ter which she should be asked to host a dance 
show on TV 

‘After Dayanara Torres left us, the local TV 
screen has been unsuccessfully looking for a 
great dancer to topbill a dance program—and 
Melody is it. 

ther Filipino talent poised to make his 
mark intentionally is Mon David. He's been 
chosen among over 100 singers from 23 coun- 
tries as one of the 12 semifinalists competing 
in the London International Jazz Competition. 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


Here’s a 
dancer that 
local TV 
needs 


for Vocalists on March 18. 

Six singers will survive that leg of competi- 
tion, and vie for top honors on March 22 at 
Cadogan Hali in Chelsea. Our hunch is that 
Mon will do well in the competition—so an- 
other international Filipino singing star should 
beborn. 

Finally, kudos to Fil-Am hoofer Cheryl 
Bautista Burke for successfully teaming up 
with Drew Lachey of 98 Degress to victory in 
the popular “Dancing with the Stars” competi- 
tion on ABC-TV in the States. 

Performance factors aside, the winning pair 
was boosted by the many votes called in by 
supportive Filipinos in the US. 

Melody and Cheryl should fly to Manila as 
soon as possible to further enhance their ca- 
reers, and to enliven the desultory dance scene 
here. 

As for Mon, he doesn't need a victory in Lon- 
don to convince his supporters-here that his 
talentis of international caliber, so all he needs 
to dois his very best! 

Note that, in the past, standout Filipino per- 
formers tended to be singers, thanks to hit 
showcases like "Miss 


WATCH THE WORLD'S GREATEST LOVER IN ACTION! 


Saigon.” These days, 
however, Fil-Am tal- 
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ents like Melody and 
Cheryl are making it 
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asdancers. 

This has been a 
long time in coming 
because Pinoys are as 
good at dancing as 
they are at singing. 
Fact is, our dancers 
started making waves 
almost 50 years ago, 
when the Bayanihan 
Dance Company first 
performed to great 
acclaim on Broadway. 
And, in the 705, Bob. 
Fosse's hit dance mu- 
sical, “Dancin” had 
sultry young Filipina 
Cynthia Onrubia 
among its prodigious- 
ly talented solo per- 
formers. 

Well, Melody and 
Cheryl can now carry 
the torch from where 
they left off, and help 
establish the Philip- 
pines as the veritable: 
all-singing and all- 
dancing capital of the 
world! 

Sitti 

Beautiful lounge 
singer and гесогїї` 
artist Sitti performs 
every Friday night at 
Stonehouse on E. Ro- 
driguez Ave., QC. Her 
debut album, "Сане 
Bossa,” is distributed 
by Wamer and is 
available at leading 
music stores. The al- 
bum has 18 tracks of 
contemporary songs 
and pop and jaz 
standards, rendered 
in Sitt’s signature 
cool, bossa style. 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN ТОРА 


lecause you have the ability to think ahead, you have a good sense of strategy about Ме. 


You're genuine and expect others to be honest. You trust your instincts. You like family, yet you want to be free to 
travel. This year a phase of your ife will end to make room for something new to begin. 
Birthdate of: Mickey Spillane, author; Yuri Gagarin, cosmonaut; Juliette Binoche, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): This can be a 
lovely day! There's a 
good chance that some- 
опе wil до a sweet favor 

for you. You might even receive a 

gift ora hot tip from someone. 
friends. People are 
friendly, wam and 


ready to have a good time. Get into 
the spiritof things! 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): This is а won- 
deriul day to enjoy be- 
ing with groups or 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): This is a mar- 
velous day at work 
Bosses are impressed 
by you. People are easy to work 
with. What more could you want? 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): You suddenly 
have а wonderful op- 
portunity to travel, make 
travel plans or do some- 

thing connected with education and 
publishing. By all means, jump on 
this! 
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sources and wealth of others. 
(When Lady Luck smiles on you, 
justsmile back.) 
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LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): This is a good time 


SCORPIO (Осі. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Some days 
we have to work hard; 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22 to Dec. 21): Today 
the Sun is on marvelous 
terms with your ruler, 
Jupiter. i's an excellent 
day to make real estate. 
deals, or buy anything for your 
home ora family member. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You're very 
eager for new experi- 
ences today. Great! Try 
out new activities or 
anything that expands 
It wil be fun and adven- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is a great 
day for business and 
commerce. You might 
по! feel lie working 

very hard, but whatever you do 

could generate more money for 


you. 
© mind today you easily 

сап take stock of what 
you are doing. You see how to make 
‘changes in the future that will make 
youbetter and happier. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You have 
such a positive frame of 
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rsues fun, 


women in new film 


many of Venice's citizens, includ- 
ing various clergy folk But 
Casanova embarks on a new 


HEATH LEDGER TRAVELS TO quest, which is to win the love of 


the past once again, and this time 


he's a fun-loving straight man in 
“Casanova,” the antithesis of 
his celebrated gay cow- 
boy in “Brokeback 
Mountain." 


Secret 
^ supposedly secret 
chapter in the life of the leg. 


Casanova is told in this light but 


Е A GRIEF-STRICKEN FAMILY, 
A TRAGEDY-HAUNTED HOUSE ON THE 
CLIFFS OF WALES AND A SMALL 
TOWN'S SECRET HISTORY 


In an attempt to pull her family together, New 
Yorker Adele Tullan travels with her. daughter 
Sarah to Anglesey, Wales in the UX. to visit her 
contractor father - James Tullin. 

The moming after they arrive, Sarah riysteri- 
ously vanishes. While the parents. desperately 
search for Sarah, a guit-ridden Adele is haunted 
by visions of her daughter as though she is 
trapped somewhere inside the haunted house. 
‘Adele soon leams of an ancient local legend of a 
place called The Dark - an ethereal land of the 
dead -and she becomes convinced that Sarah is- 
communicating to her from The Dark. 

Not long after Sarah disappears, Adele and 
James find themselves involved with a gin who 
not only bears a striking resemblance to their 
missing daughter, but reveals that shé has 
retuned from the dead to inform them on how to 
get Sarah back. They must follow the rule: ‘one 
‘of the living, for one of the dead. The living must 
be sacrificed so that the dead сап, retum. 
Townsfok suspect that the Tulians are suc- 
ситёйпа to the legacy of madness and murder 
that overwhelmed the house's previous tenants. 
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endary Ttalian lover Giacomo 
charming comedy that further il- 
Swedish director Lasse Hallstrom 
lat"). Shot in Venice, the film is a 
lavishly presented period piece 

Casanova's romantic exploits 
have become mythical by this 
blooded heterosexual woman has 


colorful tales to tell about time 


sive climate of the time, but also 


one woman who will ultimately 
be his wife. 
Fitting nicely in the role of 
» energetic — Francesca 
Bruni is Sienna Miller, 
who has made entertain- 
ment headlines in recent 
months because of her 
love life, But the new- 
comer's real romantic entangle- 
ments aside, Miller as the free- 
thinking, rebellious Francesca is 
quite refreshing. As skilled with 
the sword as she is with words, 
Francesca catches.the eye of the 
stunned Casanova, who isn't be- 
yond stealing another person's 
identity just to impress her. 
1 


Subtle 

Tightly forming а subtle 
comedic rapport with the pair are 
some familiar and spellbinding 
actors. Jeremy Irons, portraying a 
bumbling inquisitor hunting 
Casanova, is especially delight- 
ful. Lena Olin, perhaps best 
known for her super-spy role in 
the TV series "Alias," is surprising- 


it 
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АЦМОМАМ Sienna Miller is Heath Ledger's goal in “Casanova.” 


do 


ly endearing as Francesca’s ditzy 
mother. Oliver Plat, as a wealthy 
man with self-image issues, adds 
deadpan humor to the ensemble 
chemistry. 

The vividly molded characters 
owe much to the script, which 


pointedly discusses upheavals dis- 
tinct to the era. “Casanova” stil fun 
viewing, cleverly exploring the bat- 
tle of the sexes, the importance of 
sclfexpression, compromises 
brought about by love and the elec- 


f trifying thrill of the hunt. 
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'SUBIC-TARLAC EXPRESSWAY BACK. BCDA president and CEO 
Narciso Abaya (left) discusses the Subic-ClarlcTarlac corridor with 
Pampanga Gov. Mark Lapid before the Global Gateways Forum in 
Pampanga. The event culminated in the signing of a commitment 
of support for the 93.7-km project by 200 representatives from 
both national and local government units, NGOs the business 
sector and the academe. The P21-biliion toll super highway is 
expected to be completed by the end of 2007. 


IMF sees RP debt 
burden easing 


of 26 percentage points of GDP 
from 2005 to 2007 that would, in 
tum, improve investor confidence 
and induce higher private sector in- 
vestment that would perk up GDP 
growth to 5.5 percent. 

Wiping out the fiscal deficits over 
the medium term, the IMF cau- 
tioned, would require additional fis- 
cal measures after the VAT reform. 

“Possible options include the 
rationalization of tax incentives 
and raising and indexing excise 
taxes,” the IMF said. 

A fiscal incentive rationalization 
bill had been filed in Congress but 
the IMF said even fiscal managers 
recognized this would yield limited 
revenue in its present form. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
Fund sees the Philippines cutting its 
external debt to 47.5 percent of 
gross domestic product over the 
next five years from 65.7 percent as 
of end-2005 if the government 
would stick to its front-loading of 
fiscal reforms. 

In a report issued by the IMF as 
part of regular consultations with 
the government, it said a scenario 
where reforms would proceed after 
the full implementation of the value- 
added tax would see the countrys 
public sector debt declining firmly. 

This scenario assumes a primary 
fiscal deficit downward adjustment 
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тант тр peso worries Neda chie 


BSP urged to intervene 
to keep rate above P50:$1 


By Michelle V. Remo and Doris C. Dumlao 


THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (NE- 
da) has called on the government to keep the peso from appreciating 
further, saying an exchange rate stronger than 50 to a dollar would al- 
ready be bad for the export sector and the economy as a whole. 


gested that the Bangko Ser lipinas 
(BSP) intervene i sure the 
peso would not breach the 50:$1 mark. 

"An exchange rate of 51 or 52 (pesos to a 
dollar) is still comfortable, although ex- 
porters are already complaining. We should 
not let it strengthen ,” Neri said yes- 
terday in his first press briefing since being re- 
assigned to the Neda last month. 

He temporarily headed the Department of 
Budget and Management following the resig- 
nation of Emilia Boncodin. The budget de- 
partment is now headed by former Rep. 
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period in 2005. 


In a joint report, the Chamber 
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of Automotive M 


THE GROWTH RATE OF MOTOR 
vehicle sales dropped to 3.1 per- 
cent in the first two months as 


p 
value-added tax and the uptrend as 
rices, according to an in- 


Local assemblers sold 13,746 
units as of end-February co 
pared to 13,338 units in the sa 


Rolando Andaya. 

Neri said revenues of exporters from sec- 
tors depending heavily on imported raw ma- 
terials such as electronics were not much af- 
fected. The strengthening value of the peso, 
which makes these products more costly and 
therefore less competitive, is offset by the de- 
creasing cost of importing the raw materials. 

But exporters who source their raw materials 
largely from the local market are adversely affect- 
ed by the appreciation of the local currency. Neri 
said exporters of handicraft, fruits and various co- 
conut-based products were being threatened to 

STRENGTHENING/B2 


Vehicle sales growth 
slows due to higher VAT 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


Truck Manufacturers Association 
(TMA) said political instability al- 
so dampened sales as consumers 
chose to defer their purchases. 
Still, the group said they expect. 
ed sales to pick up again in March 
sually does every year. 
Turnover of commercial vehicles 
mirrored the overall market perfor- 
mance as sales growth slowed to 
47 percent in the first two months. 
The low supply of some vehicle 
models also limited the increase in 
sales of Asian utility vehicles, light 
commercial vehicles (LCVs), light 
7777 VEHICLE/B2 
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Stocks fall on rate woes 


n STOCKS FELL FOR THE SECOND 
day yesterday as investors rated 
Ay over prospects ot higher interest 

rates and talk of heavy selling by 
goverment financial institutions. 

The benchmark 30-company Philppine 
Stock Exchange Index fe 22.65 points, or 
Tot percent to 2,099 26, adding lo s 1.2- 
percent oss Tuesday. 

"AI subindexes retreated. Deciners ed 
апау 58 023, while 58 stocks were un- 
changed. 

дува Land contributed to the decline, 
fling 47 percent 1o P10.25, possibly on con- 
сет over the adverse impac that high interest 
ras may have on he county biggest prop- 
опу group in asset terms, analysts said 

{lobe Telecom el 3 percento P815 on 
continues proft-taking. Petron ost 1.1 percent 
te end at P4.45 on concern over s 2005 eam- 
ings results, which have yet o be released. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
recovered after a weak showing for most of 

тосквува. 
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The BMW Xpo Month. 


BMW Xpo Month Activities 
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All authorized BMW Dealerships 


BMW Xpo Central Event Activi 
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TO THE MILLIONS UPON MILLIONS OF 
working class members of the government- 
‘managed pension funds SSS and GSIS: 

Just so you know what is happening to your 
P20-billion "investment" in Equitable PCI 
Bank, the Go family—based on reports that 
did not come out in this newspaper—is mak- 
ing a comeback. 

‘Before the Go family sold their shares in EPCIB 
to the SM group of 81-year-old mall operator 
Henry Sy and before the SM group showed its re- 
al intent to take over the bank without spending 
another centavo, the Go family controlled EPCIB. 

"The beauty of it was, the Go family only 
owned 24 percent of the bank, while the GSIS- 
555 had more than 40 percent. 

"The same family, reportedly, now wants the 
Supreme Court to rule that the family should get 
10ofthe 15 board seats of the bank. 

‘Again, thats the same family that already sold 

out to the SM group. All their nominees to the 
board subsequently resigned, yet they still want 
the 10 board seats! 
AS background, during the fight for control ofthe 
EPCIB board last year, the Go family asked the 
Supreme Court to rule that theirs was the legiti- 
mate board. 

‘There were two boards at that time, with the 
Go family dominating one, and the coalition of 
GSIS-SSS-Trans Middle East enjoying the majori- 
ty in the other. 

As 1 said, in that Go family version of the 
board, their nominees already RESIGNED. 

But all ofa sudden, somebody is now nagging 
the Supreme Court to rule that the Go family 
should get those 10 board seats. 

What is the significance of the report (not in 
this newspaper) on the ongoing bid of the SM 
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group to take over the bank for a song? (Okay, 
the question actually should be, how does it af- 
fect the interest of the millions of members of SSS 
and GSIS?) 

"The Go family version of the board had only 
four nominees from the pension funds GSIS and 
555. Since the Go family nominees resigned, the 
pension funds got seven board seats. In short, the 
SM group does not control the EPCIB board. This 
is not good for the group's plans to take over the 
bank at no additional cost. 

Logically since the SM group bought the inter- 

est of the Go family in the bank, the SM group 
takes those 10 board seats. Thus today, the SM 
group takes over the board. Tomorrow, who 
knows, maybe the whole bank. 
IN my book, sure, if the Supreme Court rules that 
the nominees of the Go family, despite their resig- 
nation, should get the 10 board seats, the SM 
group should бї them. 

Tehink ies just right. 

In the same manner, the SM group should also 
answer for the missing P16 billion from the bank. 
Again, that’s BILLION, with а "В"—окау! 

“The Go family, who sold out to the SM group, 
was supposed to put in P16 billion when they 
and the pension funds bought the then PCI Bank 
from the Lopez and the Gokongwei groups. 

‘The pension funds put in their P16 billion, but 
the Go family did not. Yet, the Lopez and the 
Gokongwei groups got their P32 billion. So 
where did the money come from? 

Based on EPCIB financial statements, the cash 
to pay for the P16-billion share of the Go family 
came from the bank itself 


Tn other words, the bank used some P16 bil- 
lion of its own funds to cover for the Go fami- 
ly—which is, of course, now the SM group! 

The P16 billion should be earning a lot of 
money for the bank and, consequently its stock- 
holders—such as the millions of working class 
members of the SSS and the GSIS. 

In my book, since the SM group bought the in- 
terest of the Go family, the SM group should now 
cover for the P16 billion in bank funds that the 
Go family used. Ies just right. 
UNFORTUNATELY for us, SSS boss Cora de la 
Paz seems to have sold us, members of the SSS, 
down the river to the SM group. 

De la Paz has been in favor of the SM group 
takeover of EPCIB, even if people in her own or- 
ganization (the SSS, all right, and not SM group) 
think iis... well, “disadvantageous.” 

Several months ago, you see, we found out 
that the Go family cheated the SSS and the GSIS 
in that purchase of PCIB from the Gokongwei 
and the Lopez groups. 

Immediately our hero De la Paz, who claims to 
bea topnotch accountant-auditor, volunteered to 
audit the bank to find out the whole story behind 
the missing P16 billion. 

Up to today, so many moons later, we have yet 
to hear from De la Paz about her findings. Just 
where exactly is that P16 billion, we still do not 
know. 

But in my book, the most damning of De la 
Рау sins to the SSS members is that she did not 
comment on the missing P16 billion, even if she 
has been in the EPCIB board for more than three 


years. 

Oh, by the way De la Paz also sits on the board 
of a subsidiary of the bank called Equitable Card 
‘Network. Our sources said that the company has 
‘more than a billion pesos in so-called “float.” 

In accounting parlance, it means that nobody 
knows where the money went. 

And here we are, singing praises to the new- 
found interest in “corporate governance." 


Vehicle sales growth slows ... кем 


trucks and trucks and buses to 8,389 units from 
8,012 year-on-year. 

Commercial vehicle sales comered 61 per- 
cent of the overall automotive market with light 
commercial vehicle—consisting of pickups, 
vans, compact sports utility vehicles—taking up 
S6 percent of the commercial vehicle segment. 

Sale of LCVs grew by 8 percent to 4,682 units 

and of light trucks by 
21 percent to 240 
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The Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA). 


cars, newly introduced models propped up 
year-on-year sales growth by 0.6 percent. 

Car sales accounted for 39 percent of the 
market with 5,357 units sold, up marginally 
from 5,326 units a year ago. 

In terms of total sales, Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines Corp. kept the lead with 40 percent of 
the market. It sold 5,503 units the previous 
two months, up by 26.5 percent. 

Mitsubishi Motors Philippines Corp. was 
second with 12.4 percent of the market, but 
sold 1,709 units or a 17.9-percent setback. 

Honda Cars Philippines Inc. came in third 
with 11.2 percent of the market with sales 
reaching 1,541 units or 7.1 percent higher. 

“The country’s only exporter of completely built 
units, Ford shipped out 2,225 units or double 
what it exported in the first two months of 2005. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Office of the President 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


PHILIPPINE DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
NIA Northside Road, National Government Center 
Barangay Pinyahan, Quezon City 


‘government agency under the Office of the President of the 
Republic of the Phiippines aad created pursuant io Republic Act Но. 9165. otherwise known as the 
“Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Ас of 2002" 6 now accepting applications о fi up one hundred (100) new 
postions lor PDEA Drug Enferceront Olfers. 
‘The folowing are the vacant postions agether with the corresponding salary grade, number of sts, prefered 
education, and experience: 
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Gov’t, ADB, WB discuss new loan scheme 


‘THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY IS IN TALKS 
with the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) on the adop- 
tion of a new loan scheme that will do away with the government guarantee. 

Neda Director General Romulo Меп said the proposed scheme would 
ease the government's fiscal burden as implementing agencies would now 
be responsible for the payment of their own loans taken out for projects and 
programs funded by official development assistance (ODA). 

Thus, the national government would no longer have to allocate a sepa- 
rate budget for payment of ODA loans. 

Neri said the World Bank and the ADB have not yet entered Into а similar 
Joan payment plan with other countries. 

"The Philippines would be the first and the most ready to do it,” Меп said. 

He said the World Bank and the ADB are considering whether the pro- 
posed loan-payment scheme could be adopted this year. 

The government intends to borrow about $900 million worth of ODAs to 
help plug the budget deficit and pay maturing foreign obligations. The 
World Bank, ADB and the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) 
are the Philippines biggest ODA providers. Michelle V. Remo 


LBP sets aside РІВ for Mindanao projects 


THE LAND Bank of the Philippines has set aside P1 billion to support agri- 
culture projects in Mindanao, 

LBP plans to finance contract-growing projects of farmers cooperatives 
that supplies fresh pineapples to Dole Philippines Inc.; cavendish bananas 
for company Uni Frutti Inc. and the palm oil production of Agumil Philip- 
pines inc. in Agusan. 

"We may lend out P300 to P400 million for these farmers’ cooperatives be- 
cause Dole is even providing а repayment guarantee for 25 percent of the loan 
of these growers-suppliers,” said Wilfredo С. Маа, LBP first vice president 
and head of the Mindanao Branches Group, in an interview with the ношен. 

Maldia said that in the last two years, LBP granted these contract suppli- 
ers of Dole Philippines with a Ioan of P350 million. 

Suppliers of exporter of cavendish bananas Uni Frutti Inc. based in Davao 
may also obtain some P400 million in productlon loans from the LBP. 

"This is an increase from the P50 million we have provided cooperatives 
‘engaged in banana production last year,” he added. 

Agumil Philippines Inc., which is a joint venture between Filipino and 
Malaysian investors engaged in the planting and processing of palm ой їп 
‘Agusan, plans to borrow P100 million from the bank. 

“if there is a need to establish a post-harvest facility such as dryers and 
production warehouses, these could also be provided as part of the loans to 
be extended by the bank,” Maldia said. Christine A. Gaylican 


PPA sets P2-B capex for 2006 

‘THE PHILIPPINE Ports Authority will spend as much as P2 billion this year 
to upgrade the the country's seaports, especially those involved in roll-on, 
roll-off and provincial operations. 

PPA executive assistant Raul Santos said the P2 billion to be allocated for 
capital expenditures this year would be sourced from “internally generated 
funds,” even as he raised the possibilty of getting additional funding from 
the Asian Development Bank and the Japan Bank for International Coopera- 
tion for РРА: developmental thrust. 

At the same time, the PPA reiterated that the local port facilities are off 
limits to foreigners, as provided under the Constitution. 

їп a statement, PPA general manager Oscar M. Sevilia said that the ге- 
striction on foreign investment was laid down in the Public Service Act, 
‘which provides that, "Ownership, operations, and management or control 
of ports and docks In the Philippines constitutes ‘public service’.” 

“To this end, the requirement is that the bidder or proposed operator 
“must bea citizen of the Philippines or a corporation, partnership, associa- 
tion or joint-stock company constituted and organized under the анз of the 
Philippines'," he said. 

‘Sixty percent of the port operator's paid up capital must be owned by a 
citizen of the Philippines, h said. 

Sevilla made the statement “to address the apprehensions and issues ralsed rel- 
ative to foreign investment in ports as a result of the privatization thrust" of the РРА. 
 Daxim L. Lucas 


Strengthening ... 


From page BI 
be out of business should the peso continue to 
strengthen below the 50-to-a-dollar mark. 

The government should help the export 
sector maintain competitiveness to ensure the 
economy is on track to meet its growth tar- 
gets, he said. 

Neri said an intervention by the BSP by 
purchasing dollars in the spot market would 
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even help increase the country's gross inter- 
national reserves (GIR). The downside, how- 
ever, would be a buildup of peso liquidity that 


Experience 


Investigation Agent ЇЇ 


Grace | of 
Slots 
22 | 6 | Bachelors Degree 
Relevant to the Job 
(Board РавзепС5С Prot 
Etgiiny) (Preferably 
Layer PA) 


3 years of relevant 
‘experience and 16 
hours of relevant 
тапар 


can create inflationary pressures. 

Economists from the University of Asia and 
the Pacific (UA&P) earlier warned against let- 
ting the peso to strengthen further. 


Robinsons Land Corp. (RLC), one 
of the country’s leading property de- 
velopers signed today with Manila 
Gas Corporation the purchase contract 
for the acquisition of the 4-hect 
Manila Gas Property situated along 
Otis Road, Manila, RLC paid Р573 
million 

‘The sprawling Manila Gas property 
was won by RLC ina government bid- 
ding that was conducted last October 
2005 wherein it edged out Ayala 
Land's Community Innovations, Ine. 

The acquisition aims to add valu- 
able land inventory for the highly di- 
versified property giant. 

The Gokongwei-owned company 
said RLC plans to fully maximize the 
value of the Manila Gas property by 
developing a mixed-use type develop- 
ment composed of a mall and upscale 
residential townhouses. 

According to Danilo E. lgnacio, 
RLC-HRBD General Manager, "Otis 
888 Residences is an upscale town- 
house residential development. We 
plan to develop a big portion of the 
premium property into upscale town- 

ases composed of 3 to 4-bedrooms 

th price ranging from P6.5 million 
and up. Our main market will be the 
Fil-Chinese market residing in the 
Chinatown Area." 

He adds, "Our newest upscale de- 
‘velopment and design fully reflects the 
discerning taste of our target clientele. 
Otis 888 Residences is a fiting name 
| fora premium address designed for the. 

privileged few" 

“We have completed the overall 
master plan and we aim to launch this 
upscale property around April this 
уем," Ignacio said. 

itis 888 Residences’ strategic locn- 
tion of being 2 kilometers or less than 
10 minutes away from the Binondo i 
aren offers a refreshing alternative for 


directly 


hecu 


change. 


Robinsons Land Bares Plans 
on Manila Gas Property 


upscale living to Fil-Chinese. 

He said, "As Chinatown is getting 
more congested, Otis 888 Residences 
will help address the growing needs of 
Fil-Chinese now looking for addition- 
al living space or have plans of invest- 
ing in nearby residential properties for. 
their growing families.” 

‘Adding comfort is its close proxim- 
ity to nearby schools like St. Peters, St. 
Jude, Chiang Kai Shek, Uno, Malayan 
High School of Science, St. Stephen, 
UST, San Beda and much more. 

“Ой 888 Residences proximity to 
the Robinsons Mall, commercial es- 
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Victor Abola and Emilio Antonio, eco- 
nomics professors from ће UA&R suggested 
that the central bank intervene to bring the 


Tateligance Officer ЇЇ 


Bochelrs Dogres 
[0 Prof 
[r- 


2 years of relevant 
‘experience and 

8 hours of relovant 
training 


peso back to the 55-to-a-dollar level. They 
said if there was a practical way to achieve 
economic growth, that should be by boosting 
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the export sector. 
The economists warned that growth of the 
export sector, which already showed a sub- 
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stantial decline last year, would further be 
pulled down this year if ће peso's strengthen- 
ing would not be arrested. 
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Exports grew only 3.9 percent last year 
compared with the 10-percent growth target. 
In 2004, exports grew almost 10 percent. 
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Yesterday, the peso slid from a three-and-a- 
half year peak to dose at its intraday low of 
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51.42:51 as traders locked in gains after the local 


currency surged into the 50:$1 territory Tuesday. 


tablishments, schools and medical in- 
stitutions will afford residents easy 
and safer access to basic needs," Igna- 
cio disclosed. 

For the Mall, RLC said plans are 
still underway as the company is care- 
fully reviewing the ideal retail mix for 
the commercial portion of the mixed 
used development. 

In is interesting to note that Robin- 
sons Land's newest upscale property 
competes with 
Celadon Property in Sen Lazaro for 
the Fil-Chinese market. 3 

Recently, RLC also bought the 9.3- 

Jardine Davies property at 
Merville that the giant developer envi- 
sions to be a mixed used development 
that will be composed of several resi- 
dential thematic enclaves. It is located 
between Bicutan and Nichols inter- А 


Robinsons Land Corporation is the 
realestate arm of JG Summit Hold- 
ings, Inc, (GSH, one of the coun- 
чу: largest conglomerates with di- 
verse interest in branded consumers 
foods, agro-industrial and commodity 
food products, texule elecommunica- 
tions, petrochemical 

financial services 
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Currency traders said the BSB which heavily 
bought dollars to stem the резо strong ascent 
only the previous day, turned into a dollar sell- 
er yesterday in defense of the local currency. 

After hitting a high of 50.88 against the 
greenback Tuesday, the peso opened weak at 
51.20, hit a high of 51.17 and finished at the 
day's low of 51.42. 

"The peso thus lost 36 centavos against the 
dollar from Tuesday's closing of 51.06:$1. 
Volume traded amounted to $613.5 million. 

As the dollar had not fallen below 51 for a 
long time, these levels created demand from 
corporations with dollar requirements. They 
took advantage of the peso's stronger pur- 
chasing power to load up dollars for future 
importation or debt servicing requirements. 


Stocks fall ... «n 


the session as bargain hunters stepped in, ris- 
ing 0.3 percent to P1,830. 

‘ATR Kim Eng Securities research head 
Edgar Bancod said the broad selloff didn't ap- 
pear confined to the domestic market, as the 
specter of higher interest rates has prompted 
selling in equitiés markets overseas. 

“Irs happening worldwide. There seems to 
be some programmed selling going on.” said 
Bancod. AP 
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AEV obtains P2.2B in loans 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez startin the first quarternext year, AEV, through unit Hydroelec- to win the bidding for a Napocor 
chief finance officer Stephen tric Development Corp. (Hed- asset. It won in March 2004 the 
ABOITIZ EQUITY VENTURES, Paradies said. cor), is the country’s biggest mini- auction for the 3.5-megawatt 
the flagship firm of the Cebu-  AEVwithNorwegianpartnerSN hydropower development firm, Talomo mini-hydropower plant 
based Aboitiz family, recently got Power Invest AS, will also bid for controlling more than P3.3 bil- in Davao for $1.37 million. 
P2.2 billion worth of five-year power generation assets to be auc- lion worth of hydropower gener- AEV has interests in power 
loans from Bank ofthe Philippine tion off by National Power orp. ation assets. generation, power distribution, 
Islands and Intemational Ех АЕУ is interested in the 100. Нейсог was the first company banking, food and transport. 
change Bank. MW Pantabangan and 12-MW 

‘The loan will be used largely to Ман plants in Nueva Ecija. It 9 
finance new hydroelectric power is also planning to bid for the 
eed Por LOAN PROBLEMS? 

AEV will build two hydroelec- SN Power, AEV's partner, is en- 
tric power plants in Davao with a gaged in developing and operat- | = 2o You need loans for working 
combined generation capacity of ing hydropower projects in Asia, | “sland ы ины 
70 megawatts. Construction will Africa and Latin America SE lae dites “ 
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SM INVESTMENTS CORP, OF 67,900 square meters. Seven 
mall magnate Henry Sy, yester- floors will be for office space, 
упнн) те 


day broke ground on its P1.5-bil- two-and-a-half floors for parking, ; 
lion e-commerce building. and the ground floor for commer- Earn 0 interest! 
са те Dubbed OneE-comCenter, the cial uses. ed 10 vi 


CHEMICALS. building sits on a 94,000- Apart from BPOs, call centers, 
бло ejt р Inc square-meter lot right at the 60- back office operations and other 
4 Ha hectare SM Central Business e-commerce-related companies, Open a 5-year 

Park near Manila Bay. The pro- OneE-comCenter will also ac- 


sismo н н В 
ji Equities Inc. 1 
mm W R кы кы с то Ed ES BAD Primme Time Deposit now! 
ащ - July 2007. consulting services, and even 
Масибмћињић бю “tars OneE-comCenter is а 10-story tourism-related offices. Eliza- • Affordable at PhP50,000. 
building with leasable area of beth L Sanches • Guaranteed fixed rate for 5 years. 


Mons Cons Res Inc 
[FUNDAMENTALS OF SETTING UP AN NGO • Monthly payout of interest earnings. 
OR FOUNDATION SEMINAR, MARCH 16, 2006 ted rate is on ун annum basis vd subject to change without grior netice. 
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Topics covered: legal aspects of getting organized, project 


planning, project management, implementation, monitoring, 
evaluation, and sourcing funding, technical assistance, or ^ PSBank 
donations-in-kind. Venue: Richville Hotel, 286 EDSA,| ЕШ P "te. 
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Mandaluyong City, 1 PM-5:00 PM. Participants are requested | ШЗ: ОУС 7 
to call Tritium Knowledge Center at tel. no. 531-0084 or CP: TIMED 
0919-229-9777; 0919-229-9780; 0915-780-4379 to register. IME DEPOSIT 
Email at: tritium@pldtdsl.net or tkcp_ph@yahoo.com Ee tar газни TED ин 
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THE THINKPAD NOTEBOOK. IT'S GOT ALL THE FEATURES 
YOU NEED. (AND A FEW YOU DIDN'T KNOW YOU NEEDED.) 
AT JUST PHP75,195. 


THE THINKPAD NOTEBOOK GIVES YOU AN UNHEARD-OF COMBINATION OF POWER, INNOVATIONS 
AND SUPPORT AT AN UNHEARD-OF PRICE. Features include an Active Protection system which protects data if the 


notebook should ever fall, Rescue and Recovery™ that helps you restore data if the OS crashes and a nifty ThinkLight that lights up 
the keyboard and lets you work in dimly lit places like airplane cabins. It's performance that fits all your specifications including the 
опе that says "Budget". Powered by Intel* Pentium® M Processor, ThinkPad notebooks are now products of Lenovo, a new global company 
uniting Lenovo and the former IBM PC Division under the Lenovo name. ThinkPad service and support continues to be available from 
IBM in many countries. Find out more at lenove.com/plvoffers. 
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Manila Memorial Park 
Our Sales Force, Our Strength... 


" Congratulatioris to our 
б Sales Awardees of 2005 
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"Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Regional Office No. X 
Carmen, Cagayan do Ого City 9000 
‘ (099) 550-7422. (000) 856-1498 
Seoarto@websprinter.net 


‘BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 


Procurement of IT Equipments and other PPE items 


“The Commission on Audit Regin X intend to өрдү tne sum ol Four Milon Nro Hundred 
Fry Seven Thousand Pasos (Php 4 947000 0] roten down es flows: 
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- PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — ——————-——— 


7 CLASSIFIEDS ... 


Боре othe Рогов 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
San Моа Avenue, Pasig Cay 


IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
FOR APPROVAL OF THE STATEMENT 
OF COMPLIANCE AND COMPLIANCE 
PLAN TO THE PHILIPPINES GRID CODE 
AND THE PHILIPPINE DISTRIBUTION 
CODE PURSUANT TO THE PROVISION 
OFRA.S135 


BENGUET ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. (BENECO), 
‘Applicant. 


ERC CASE NO. 2003-213 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
то ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 


Notice s hereby given of the ling by Benguet Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
(BENECO) on May 09. 2003 of an application lor approval of lis statement of 
Gemplance and Compliance Plan tothe Philippine Grid Code and the Philippine 
Disrbuton Code pursuant to Repub Act No. 9136. 


“The Commission has sel the application for hearing on March 15,2008 a three. 
оов inthe алетооп (3:00 Р.М.) athe ERC Heating Room, 15th Floor Ресйс 
Center 800: San Miguel Avenue, Origas Center, Pasig Сау. 


А interested parties who may wish to comment on or oppose the seid 
application shout te their comments andlor opposiions on or bere the date of 
fearing. Such partes who may wish io have the delis ofthe appicalion ard who 
Shall have manifested о he Commission thor desire and intention lo participate 
actively in he proceedings. may request thal balore the dale of hearing. they be 
{umished wih copies o! e application by the applicant which is hereby dreced to 
furnish the pertes making such request with copies of the application and its 
aitachmenis. Likewise. any such interested ралу may examine the application and 
Ота pertinent records Hed wih те Commission during the usual ofice hours. 


WITNESS, the Honorables OLIVER B. BUTALID, JESUS N. ALCORDO. 
RAUF А. TAN and ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN. Commissioners, Energy Reguialory. 
‘Commission, hs 13m day of February, 2006 at Pasig Сау. 


(502) MARIA TERESA A. RAMIREZ-CASTAREDA 
Executive Drecir I 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
ынты Сү И 
РНОС мааа 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID/REBID 
The PNOC Enorgy Development Corporation is ing a inieresiec suppers 1o apply 
and uni senos bs ко ra supply and баргу ol ha ооа 
Particular Мет Approved Budget 
{20 Units of 15 KVA Distribution Transformers PHP 277220000 
nger FG 50703 
en DradeyandEurothem Spare Parts Under FGES2020 РНР217500020 
Еды отта and biting documents shal bo акайды fo: lesuance al ho above 
Sctress Uo Roderick R. Cebantog ard Marla Cristina Lynn M. Mercado staring March 
$, 200. fom 930 AM 10 3:30 РМ and upon payment ot погнав iee o! P400 00 
ber aoeumant 
For purposes o! солиод ccn mates apre og conference элей e heis on March 
17, 2006, 200 pm. al a above address 


recta hareaar. Late bids shal not be sccapted 
Prospective bidders shal signi conloemance 1o the bed lans and condilons, as 
тоно, end shal onsuzo the same олд proper uomissionareculon. Source of 
tange tom eral Gash Goneraton of PNOC EDC. Ай bids shou be тали the 
Approved Budget lor та Contact п order o quét. 

PNOC-Energy Development Corperaton reserves ha ight to annui o bidding process 
{Dred any ral bas owe ony riora mo bas recawes and 1o accepi suen bd 
ich mesiadvantaQeous o РМОС-ЕОС чепом ary curing Rabaty о e afiocied 
одо er оде or any asgan опот te alicia сег or Bacar ol a gronds) 
lor PNOC-EDC s acion. 


aaasta Chairman, Bids end Awards Commitee n 


DBITUARIES 


^I Tobit, have walked all the days of my life on the paths of truth and righteousness. I performed 
many charitable works for my kinsmen and my peoples..." 


Tobit 1:3 


WINSTON CABRERA MUNGCAL 


National Head, Gawad Kalinga Tatag Program 

President, Parish Pastoral Council, Sanctuario de San Pedro Bautista 

Former Governance Team Member, West B Sector, Couples for Christ 
PDD, РЕМ, PGK, Knights of Columbus, Council 6116 


In Peace and Grace joined our Lord Father and his parents 
GREGORIO & FELICIDAD and his brother PEY 
on March 7, 2006 at the age of 53. 


His bereaved wife PRECY; children PIA, PJ and his future daughter-in-law ABI; 
brothers and sisters BOY & MENCHU, ALEX & BELEN, JUN & CONNIE, GIRLIE, 
DULCE & JEREMY LACSON and RUBY; nephews, nieces, relatives and friends, 
request the pious reader to join them in prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Sanctuario де бап Pedro Bautista Parish, 69 San Pedro 


Bautista St., San Francisco del Monte, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, March 14, 2006 at the 


му 
AN 


Holy Cross Memorial Park after the 8:30 A.M. requiem MASS. ` P 4 


THE 


ERITAGE PARK 
FORT BONIFACIO 


Death ‘Notices 


Dr. Stephen G. Reyes 
‘Dred on March 1, 2000 
His body lies at St. Therese of Child Jesus Chapel, 
'UP College, Los Banos, Laguna 
Interment will be on March 
Memorial Cemetery 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets «Catered Meals 


Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 
Thank You Cards *Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 • 845-2334 to 38 


HEAD OFFICE: 897-8808 loc. 514, 516 
899-4425; 897-2535; 897-8425 (Telefax) 


CUBAO: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
MAKATI: 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 
KALAW: 528-0213; 527-3342 
MEGAMALL: 635-0219; 635-0220 


THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2006 


FLEET MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Suite 500, Puso ng Maynila Building 
1046 A. Mabini Street cor. U.N. Avenue 
Ermita, Manila 


AFFIDAVIT OF LOSS 


Notice is hereby given that Fleet Management Services 
Philippines, Inc. Stock Certificate Nos. 1 and 7 for 7,497 and 
1,250 shares respectively, in the name of Айу. A.B.F. Gaviola, 
Jr; 8 for 1.250 shares in the name of Ms. Ma. Corazon D. 
Cruz and 9 for 1 share in the name of Ms. Jeannette T. Tumbali 
were reported lost, per their affidavits on file. 


Anyone who may have claims against the above may notify 
the office. 


If no claims are presented within 1 year from the last date of 
publication, replacement certificates therefor will be issued. 


Manila, February 16, 2006. 


(Sgd.) MARIE JOSEPHINE C. SUAREZ 


Corporate Secretary 


МО SPECIALIST 


‘ADULT GIRCUMCISN 
Painless, оства 


SKIN DISEASES 
ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 
ІЛ, ALMORANAS. 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTIUTYAMPOTENCE 
]UOLECYSTISCAR REMOVAL 

KELODPAP: 
compun us 
Goma Bids. No 8 Purdue St, 
Cubao, 0С, 
oet a A ia 6 PM UON ta SAT. 


The Мага Homes Division of 


FILINVEST LAND, INC. 


waw-filinvestland.com 


S COMMERCIAL: 
ATIS 


Near UP, Ateneo, Miriam ё various malls 
Open House on March 11, 2006 


low Асе 


а овы doner Case 
arcos Highway, Сайма, Rizal 


Call us at 724-7543 nor 


Bank and In-house payments available i60 


ШУ STATE 


Holy Spirit Youwho gives 
me everything & show me 
the way o reach my ideal 
‘who give me the Divine 
‘gto forgive &forgetthe 
‘wrong tatis done tome 
{, in this short dialogue 
wani to thank You for ev- 
егйп; & confim once 
more that never want to 
be separated from You no 
matter how great he ma- 
terial desires may bo, | 
want to be with You & my 
8 Tove ones in your Per- 


GINA ЈАНО Y DE JUAN is no tonger || | MMR tery 
connected with MONDO elective 

February 10, 2006. A complaint for 

QUALIFIED THEFT against her is 
pending before the Оса of the 
Provecuor of San Juan, Metro Mania 
WS LS. 7 06-0085 2. Any dealings by 
Wer in behalf of MONDO shall not be 
honored. 


TEXT/CALL 
0917 793 8664 
* RENT TO OWN * 
+ WACK TWIN TOWER, 
* FOR SALE* 
+ MANDALUYONG BLOG. 
11 STRY. MICE BNEW 
< CUBA ни. зоте РА 
1 PASIG LOTS 10030000 


so тары 


Universal 


UNIVERSAL ADJUSTERS-APPRAISERS CO., INC. 
Mourn the passing of our beloved 
PRESIDENT & CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 


SANTIAGO I. MACARAEG 


November 3, 1936 ~ March 7, 2006 
at the age of 69. 

His body lies in state at HOLY TRINITY (Premier 
Chapel) located at A. Santos Ave, Sucat, Parahaque 
City. 

Interment will be on March 11, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. 
at Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parañaque City. 


и FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


ти. Nos, 712-3001, 743-6502; Manila- 711-6931 to 35 


Maria Hidalgo Duciayan ^ |смра 12. 00: nd 


Atty. AntonloZ Mabago | СрипС | 030806, 8:00am. | Hay Cress Mom Рак 


Cases смрав 5,02. | плижадал. |  Parcromaoy 


CLASSIFIEDS | 
More Classified Ads on 
pages A2, A8, A9, A10, B2 & B7. 
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UAE lifts ban on RP processed meat exports 


Halal certifying body accredited Mindanao as IT hub: Focus on contact | 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, CONSIDERED 
the gateway to the multi-billion dollar halal food 
market of the Middle East, has lifted the ban on 
Philippine processed meat and chicken products 
after authorities accredited a local halal certifi 
tion body that would determine whether ship- 
ments are fit for the Middle East market. 

‘Abdul Rahman RT Linzag, president of the 
Islamic Da'wah Council of the Philippines 
(IDCP), said his group was deemed compe- 
tent to certify local products as halal follow- 
ing a visit of UAE food officials to the Philip- 
pines in mid-2005. 

Halal is an Arabic word that means “per- 
missible" and, in relation to consumables, 
refers to products that Muslims are allowed to 
use, eat and drink. 

‘The visit of the UAE mission—headed by the 
‘Assistant Secretary General of the UAE General 
Secretariat of Municipalities the executive body 
that unites the different emirates, was aimed at 
assessing the possibility of resuming the purchase 
of halal food products from the Philippines. 

‘Two years ago, the UAE had stopped the 
entry of an undetermined volume of Philip- 
pine-made products due to the absence of 


try" Linzag said. 


production. 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


А CONSORTIUM COMPOSED OF THE AMA 
Group of Companies and the government of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain has unveiled plans to build 
а passenger terminal at the Diosdado Macapa- 
gal International Airport (DMIA) in Pampanga 
under the build-operate-transfer scheme. 

In а statement, AMA Group vice president 
Juanito G. Ramos Jr. said the Bahraini gov- 
‘ernment was “extremely interested to invest 
in the building of a modern passenger termi- 
nal and cargo facility” in Clark. 

‘The plan to further develop DMIA was “one 


tween the PI 


‘The UAE, with its busy ports and active trad- 
ing, accounts for a substantial portion of the 
$150-billion-a-year global halal food market, 

Philippine shipments first got involved in a 
controversy in the UAE when food authorities 
seized cargoes of Philippine-made ‘halal’ 
products in March 2004. 

Linzag said the fiasco was a result of pro- 
ducers not following the strict rules of halal 


So far, IDCP is the only halal-certifying 
body in the country recognized by concerned 
international agencies such as ће Jakarta- 
based World Halal Council. 


New terminal at DMIA planned 


of the most significant developments" of the 
recently held bilateral air consultations be- 
їррїпе and Bahrain. 
"The realization of this project would drasti- 
cally alleviate air trafic and congestion at the 
Naia airport as it reaches capacity" Ramos said. 
Before the air talks started, officials of 
Clark Development Corp. (CDC) and Clark In- 
ternational Airport Corp., which owns and 
operates the airport, hosted a tour for the vis- 
iting delegation led by Bahrain Undersecre- 
tary for Civil Aviation Affairs Abdulrahman 
Mohamed Al Gaoud and top officials of Gulf 
Air, the flag carrier airline of Bahrain. 


proper certification that the products were 
prepared following Islamic requirements. 

Linzag said the UAE team was expected to 
return to the Philippines to certify poultry 
processing facilities in Laguna, Bulacan and 
other parts of the country. 

"This is the essence of halal certfication-the 
authorities want to make sure that everything 
used in and done to the products are halal- 
from the inputs used to the preparation and 
packaging of the products,” Linzag explained. 

“The ban (on local animal-based products) 
meant a significant loss for our export indus- 


CYBERSERVICES IS A NEW TERM 
that describes services delivered via 
cyberspace. These are information 
technology-driven services such as call 
centers, medical transcription, back 
office operations and animation, 

Сай center services is the largest sec- 
tor in the local IT industry, accounting 
for 63 percent of the sector's total work- 
force. The Philippines has expanded its 
offerings—which used to focus on in- 
bound customer support and outbound 
telemarketing—to include more techni- 
са] support service such as computer 
hardware troubleshooting. We are cur- 
rently at par with global standards, 
closely competing with India and China. 

As the sector grows to greater heights, 
large call center companies are expand- 
ing its reach across the nation, seeking 
more competitive labor costs, and 
‘cheaper infrastructure and operational 
expenses. Souther Philippines is target- 
edas the next destination of growth. 


Is Mindanao ready? 

In its recent report, the Commis- 
sion on Information and Communica- 
tions Technology (CICT) projected 
that the call center sector would have. 
to employ 388,000 agents to meet 
client needs in 2010. In order to deliv- 
er this, call centers should not limit 
their Mindanao activities on recruit- 
ment for relocation purposes alone. 
Setting base is inevitable considering 
the many perks offered by Mindanao 
cities—the availability of cheaper and 
reliable power and communication 
infrastructure, less expensive cost of 
living, good incentives for IT firms 
and numerous vendor support. 

Mindanao is also opening itself to 


MINDANAWORLD, 


Joji Ilagan- 
Bian 


advancement as it targets cyberser- 
vices to be the industry that will not 
only boost the economy, but will also 
secure its people from leaving home. 
The redistribution of wealth, the re- 
turn of talents, increased commercial 
activity and more investments from 
other sectors are positive effects of 
call center presence in the provinces. 
Local communities and its leaders 
recognize Mindanao's potentials in pro- 
viding call center needs in the near fu- 
ture. This sparked interests from various 
groups and business organizations to 
cooperate and unify in order to make 
Mindanao cities an attractive and suit- 
able locations for the industry's growth. 


Next IT Hub 

‘The widespread investment promo- 
tion campaign staged by various Min- 
danao stakeholders captured the inter- 
est of some of the well-known call cen 
ters and prompted them to visit major 
Mindanao cities for possible expansion. 
So far, Cagayan de Oro and Davao City 
attracted four call center companies. 
My very own company, Joji Ilagan 
Foundation Inc, will be operating a 
state-ofthe-art training academy for 
call center agents and personnel in 
partnership with John E Kennedy 


center services - Part II 


Foundation, and a call center The 
academy will open in April and the call 
center, in June this year. The training 
center will help ensure the availability 
of skilled manpower to serve the needs 
of IT investors and BPOs that intend to 
locate their businesses in Davao and 
nearby cities like Gen. Santos. 

Mindanao recognizes its capacity td 
deliver investor requirements in setting 
up call center operations. We produce 
competent professionals with excellent 
reasoning skills, English communica- 
tion and computer skills, and workers 
flexible in various work environments, 
And of course, Mindanaoans are fa- 
‘mous for being friendly, courteous and 
industrious individuals—a plus point 
in this line of work. 

Mindanao, however, has its own 
challenges and limitations. For one; 
not all cities have IT parks and zones, 
and this discourages IT investors who 
seek additional incentives that an IT 
park/zone could offer and flexible re- 
quirements. Most of the cities are yet 
to follow Cagayan de Oro's Pueblo де 
Oro IT Park, the first of its kind that. 
houses an international call center. 

There is no reason why Davao and. 
Cagayan and the rest of Mindanao 
cannot become the IT hub for the 
Southern part of the country and of 
the East Asean region, 

After all, everything else is in 
place—competent manpower and 
adequate communications and trans- 
portation infrastructures 

(Joji Ilagan Bian is an advocate for 
Mindanao ; chair of the Mindanao 
TVET and Mindanao representative to 
Export Development Council. E-mail 
comments to jojibian2@yahoo.com) 


Republic of the Philippines 
OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 


34, Conduct inspections of deliveries of goods and evaluation of 
genera suppor services rendered to the Offco by the suppers 


ог contractors: 


+ In the prasence of tho end-user, property custodian, and 
PMS Officer, and 


Ombudsman Building, Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 


OFFICE ORDER NO. 05-303 
Series of 2005 
то ALL CONCERNED 
SUBJECT CUSTOMIZED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES OF THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
INVOLVED IN THE PROCUREMENT PROCESS 
DATE ‘OCTOBER 20, 2005 
1 PURPOSE 
Procurement involves disbursement of public funds or funds placed undar ts 
official custody and the basic ге is that such funds should be properly spent by the 
Office. If the procuramant is wall managed by those involved in the procurement 
process, thon, corruption and wastage of resources ara avoided. 
The Осе ofthe Ombudsman is commited to the principle of good govemance 
‘and it has exerted efforts to adhere to the principle of transparency, accountability. 
‘equity, efficiency, competitiveness and economy In the conduct о! з procurement 
‘of Goods (ali items, supplies, materials, equipment and general services) and 
Consulting Services and in contracting Inlrastructure Projets. To ensure he адпу 
of the procurement process In the Offic, iis essential to establish a customized 
Code of Conduct (ог еї ts officials and employees Involved In the procurement 
process, 
1. SCOPE 
This customized Code of Conduct shall apply о ай officials and employees of 
ће Office who ara involved In ће procurement process, namely: the BAC, the TWG, 
the TIG, the ВАС secretaria, the PMS / GSO, the FMS, the Accounting Division, the 
Planning and Budget Division, the Cashiring Unit, the Officials who are signatories 
(о the Contracts | Agreements and the respective end-users. 
WL POLICIES AND RULES 
‘Section 1. Definition of Terms 
As used herein, he term: 
Procurement — 
Services, and the 
the Ombudsman. 
Goods - refor o ай tams, supplies, m 
support services. 
CConsuiting Services - refer to services for Infrastructure Projects and 
other types of projects ог activities of Government requiring adequate 
тпа! technical and professional expertise including advisory and 
, pre-Investment or feasibility studies, design, 
construction supervision, ent and related services, and ol 
technical services or special studies. 
Infrastructure Projects / Civil Works ~ include the construction, 
lion, repair restoraton or maintenance 
of roads and bridges, railways, alrporis, seaports, communication 
facilites, civil works components of information technology projets 
1трабоп, food сопіс! and drainage, water supply, sanitation, sewerage 
8 solid waste management systems, shore protection, energy / power 
‘and elecinfcation faites, national buldings, school buldings, hospital 
buildings and other related construction projects of the government. 
Code - refers to the customized Code of Conduct for the Осе of the 
Ombudsman BAC and the other Committees / Offices Involved In. 
procurement. 
Offce – пег to the Office ofthe Ombudsman. 
Gili - rofrs to a thing disposed of gratuitously in favor of another, and 
shall include а simulated sale ог a disposition onerous to the giver. 
Benefit - reler to a right, privo, 
‘thar similar act of liberali in favo 
ВАС Secretariat — rafer to the members of the support staff to the Bids 
‘and Awards Commitee and the custodians of the procurement records. 
‘Supplies / Contractors - reor to persons or group of persons, or ent 
{hat supply Goods and Gonsuling Servicos and contract for Infrastructure. 
Projects. 
ВАС - Bids and Awards Commitee 
TWG - Technical Working Group 
TIG - Technical Inspocton Group. 
PMS - Property Management Section 
GSD - Genoral Services Division 
IRR-A - Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A 
COA - Commission on Audit 
NGO - Non-Government Organization 
PS-DBM – Procuremont Service Department of Budget and Mangement 
FMS 
End-user - raters tothe 
Goods, Consulting Servicos 
Т.у Signatories to ho Contract - reler to the Off 
{he contract / agroomont forthe Off. 
Section 2. Genaral Provisions 
The Chairman and Members of the Ombudsman BAC, TWG, TIG, the ВАС 
Secretariat, and ће officials and employees of tha PMS / GSD, FMS, Planning and 
Budget Division, Accounting Division, Cashioring Unit, and the signatories lo the 
contract, whe In the performance of thor duties and responsbltes as such, shall 


з to the acquisition of Goods and Consulting 
nracting for Infrastructure Projects by the Office of 


rials, equipment and general 


of the unit for which the 
тойо are inten 
who oxeculo and sign 


professionalism, compolitve 
(РО! - March 9, 16 & 23, 2008) 


Strictly avoid all situations hat may giva rise or tend to glvo rise to situations 
^f confict of interests ог suspicions of conic of interests. Should a confit 
f intarost arise, pursuant to Rule V of OMB Office Order Number 05-13 
dated January 24, 2005, on the Norms of Behavior for Officials and 
Employees of tha Office of the Ombudsman, it shall bo the duly of th 

ойга! ог employee to immediately disclose the same to his/her 

the same, by way of a written 

‘declaration hereof. The writen declaration on conflict of Interest may be 
dono periodically or for every contracting process. 
Absolutely refrain from soliciting andlor accepting, directly or indirectly, 
Gls and benefits for themselves or for others, rom the suppliers, contractors 
ndior consultants regardless of whether or not said suppliers, contractors 
and/or consultants are transacting business with the Ofice of the 
Ombudsman. 
Absolutely refrain trom accepting invitations or offers from suppliers, 
contractors and/or consultants or their raprosentatves for meetings and 
conferences outside the Office 
Sty refrain from having personal contacts or inleracions with supplier 
contractors andlor consultants. The latter re not alowed to enter ће off 
premises, unless nocessary to transact official business in which case. 
Their stay shall not be longer than what is required to finish their official 
transaction, 
Sirely adhere to the mandated ime (ramos as provided for in Republic Act 
No. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations 
Refrain from unduly Influencing or exerting, undue pressure upon any 
member ol he BAC or any officer or employee ofthe procuring entity ог 
office to take a particular action which favors, or tends to favor a particular 
supplier, contractor andlor consultant. 
Strictly refrain from inviting as quests and getting as ninongs, ninangs, 
sponsors or donors the suppliers / contractors andlor consultants transacting 
‘business withthe Office to avoid closeness and familiarity as well as the 
‘perception that undue benefit andlor advantage is being given lo tha member 
‘concerned of the BAC, TWG, TIG, PMS/GSD, BAC Secretariat, FMS, 
Planning and Budget Oivision, Accounting Division, Cashiering Uni, as 
wel as signatories to the contract. 
Strictly observa the norms of behavior enunciated under Office Order 
Number 05-13 dated January 24, 2005, particularly on the provisions 
relating to Conlict of Interosts and Confidentiality of proceedings, 

Section 3. Specific Provisions 

ЗЛ For the Bids and Awards Committe 
The ВАС, in the performance of йв dues and responsibilities, shalt 
3.1.a Only have official contacts with suppliers, contractors and/or 
consultants whenever necessary during the pre-bd conference and 
‘opening of bids. 
3.1.b Refrain from entertaining procurement transactions/queries from 
suppliers, contractors andlor consultants except through the ВАС 


3.1.0 Alland tho regular meetings of the BAC as scheduled 
For the BAC Secrolarat 
The ВАС Secretariat, In the performance of its duties and 
responsibiltis, shal: 
32 Only have offical contacts with suppliers, contractors and/or 
consultants whenever necessary during the bidding process. 
3.2 Prepare the necessary reporus and proper recording of ali 
procurement transactions to ensure accountabilly and transparency. 
3.2. Bo under the direct control, supervision and monitoring of the BAC. 
For theTechnical Working Group = 
The TWG, In the performance of ts dulls and responsibilities, shal: 
3.3.8 Only have offical contacts with tho concerned supple, contractors 
andlor consultants whenaver necessary during the pre-bid 
tanference, the opening of bids, the evaluation and post qualification 
procesa, and balora submission of the Evaluation Report. 
Conduct ocular Inspections of the suppliers, contractors and/or 
consultants’ business offi оше, stores 
and слонов unannounced. The date of ocular inspection and the 
eam to conduct the ocular Inspection shall be speciied by and with 
Authority from the BAC for monitoring purposes In no case shali the 
TWG vse other nan ihat of ha Office In tho conduct of 
ocular Inspection. 
Prepara a briot report for tho BAC alter every ocular inspection 
Indicating tha itinerary of travel and the expenses incurred. Clalms 
{or rotund of ex shall be properly documented 
complian 
rogulanons. 
Preparo tho Technical Evaluation Report and submit the samo to the 
ВАС within the prescribed period pursuant to RA No. 9184 and its 
IRR 
For the Technical 
Tho TIG, in the performanca of ts dulls and responsibiitios, shalt 
eal contact with tho supplore or contractors whenevor 
бипп the delvery and acceplanco ol the delvered goods 


« _ Byrolalin on a per delivery and per evaluation bases, 
43.4.0 Strictly comply with the Office specifications їп ho conduct of 
inspection of goods and the evaluation of the general support 

‘savces rendered to the Office by the suppliers or contractors, 
For the Property Management Section / General Services Division - 

The PMSIGSD, In the performance of thelr duties and 
responsiblitis, shal: 

2.6.0 Only have official contact with the concerned suppliers, 
contractors andlor consultants whenever necessary pror to 
"he preparation of the Purchase Orders (РО). the Job Orders 
(20) or Contracts/Agreements, during the delvery of goods ог 
General support services, and during the preparation of 
documents for payments. The PMSIGSD shall, in case of 
sealed canvass, contact the supplies ог contractors whenever 
necessary if there is а пве to gat information on certan goods 
ог general support services and inthe conduct of market probe. 

35 Prepare reports and көөр the records on procurement 
transactions pursuant to COA rules for submission to the 
Overall Depuly Ombudsman. 

For the Finance and Management Services, the Planning and Budget 

Division, he Accounting Oivision and the Cashlering Unit ~ 
The FMS, the Planning and Budget Division, the Accounting 

Division and the Cashlering Unit in Ie performance of their duties 

and responsibilities as such, shall 

3.6 Expeditlously process payments of clalms arising from 
procurement provided thatthe Notice of Cash Allocation has 
been released and all supporting documents are submitted by 
the concerned suppliers and the PMSIGSD. 

3,6. Accurately record ай procurement transactions In the respective. 
general and subsidiary ledgers. 

Vically coordinate with PMS/GSD to recon. 
су in the inventory of goods. 

2.6.4 Property coordinata with the concerned offie/bureau to obtain 

jocuments or Information needed for the processing of 
claims for payments arising from procurement. 

For the Signatories to the Contracts/Agreements - 

The Olficiais of the Office who are authorized signalories to the 
contracts ог agreements shall act within the prescribed period as 
provided for under Republic Act No. 9184 and its IRR-A. 

For the End-Users ~ 
The end-user shall have the following duties and 

responsilitios 

3,2 Maintain and update records of goods recalved, consumed 
‘andlor disposed. 

3.8.b Submit to Ino Overall Deputy Ombudsman or the ВАС a report 
involving any discrepancy, irregularity, or defect In the 
procurement of goods Involving their respective unl/buroau! 
office using, among others, the End-User Feedback form 

Section 4. Accounlabilly 
All officials and employees Involved In procurement shall strictly comply 
with the office requirements on authorized signatories and approving authonts. 
To strengthen accountability, а го iw of contracts as well аз audits of 
procurement dacisions shall be made by an independent Review Commitoo to 
бе created for the purpose, 
Section 5. Transparency 
For transparency, officials and employees having custody of documents 
ning to procurement, which are nol classified аз confidential shall make 
Ja lor inspection the requested docume y 
tod party indicating the legal purpose, subject to prior approval ofthe Bids. 
‘and Awards Commiteo. For this purpose, contract registors shall be maintained 
by the BAC which shall include among other things, data on Ihe nobce to bidders, 
‘and finish of contact, ramos and addresses of 
Involved, contract value, date of last audit 
jw Commitee and audi rasul, the names of 


le any 


the participating 
conducted by the independent 
al personnel Involved in 
I. PENALTIES / SANCTIONS 
‘Any violation of these Rules shall o a ground for disciplinary action, without 
prejudice tothe fling of appropriate criminal charges against the arming official апе! 
or employe. 
V. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE 
It any provision of this Cade Is hold unconstitutional, other provisions not 
allected theraby shali romain valid and binding. 
М. EFFECTIVITY 
This Осе Ordr shall take өйөс! Павел (15) days ar Its publication in the 
‘fest Gazeta and upon tho fling with he Univers ol the Phitppines Law Canter 
‘of roe (3) certihed copios thereof, Including its publication In a newspaper of 
general circulation lor three (3) consecutive wooks 


X 
pu» 
Ph 4 
marcato p eR со, JR, 
The Overall Deputy Qybudsman 
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GS Negosyo!“ batt 


LET THE ENTREPRENEURSHIP REVOLUTION LIVE ON! 


We apologize for the hundreds of people who were not accommodated during the Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship 
Summit. The massive turnout was much more than we expected. With this remarkable success, let us continue 
to be our countrymen’s source of courage and inspiration as they pursue their business ideas. Let us all focus 
our energies on entrepreneurship! To the more than 50,000 people who visited the Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Expo, 
thank you and we hope we have inspired you and provided you with the information you will need to start your business. 


See you in our upcoming events: 
«Micro NeGOsyo Fair at the Philippine Army Gym, Fort Bonifacio from 31 March to 2 April 2006 
«Agri NeGOsyo in October 2006* 


*OFW NeGOsyo in December 2006* 
*Venue and date to be announced 


Call us at 637-9347, 637-9229 or 0921-820-0484 
e-mail: gonegosyo@yahoo.com, gonegosyo@gmail.com, info@pce.com.ph 
Visit us at www.pce.com.ph 


MAG NEGOSYO NA! 


Q Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship e PLDT 
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STREET food => oF Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
ina mall T FATA ET YS 
/C2 LIFE YLE 
3 hi Es 
<P 


The joy of cooking with charcoal 


Ў, ТАКЕ GREAT PRIDE IN BEING + 
|| Filipino. As a race, we perhaps ы Of three different coal 
belong to a league all of our KITCHEN RESCUE Ж” 


F stoves, Obligar's invention 
own. Indeed, we are a highly n ical: 
adaptable, resilient, ingenious and is the most economical: 
brilliant breed! > i 

Take Pinoy inventor Rizal Obligar, ап engi- Reggie Aspiras ‘bulalo,’ cooked for six 
neer whose invention in 1978 should have — = hours, costs only P30 
made headline news but didn’t because he 
was way ahead of his time. 

x 

LPG costs, people are taking notice. NIS 

Tine enon of Joy Charcoal Stove many =) SLIMMERS i. 
moons ago when I first saw it at the Mandarin fo 
maps кино |: ОДА WORLD 
day, people have not stopped asking me about poe 


what that charcoal stove was, what the best 
brand is, and if it is really well worth it. 


Due (о the clamor of the people, 1 am now ONLY 

doing a full feature on Joy, the best stove in its we 

class in the country. 5 ~ 4* 
They have a brand-new model that is much u 3 е 

improved. It now comes in bronze, with а А 

pull-out ash tray for easy cleaning. Unlike y ~ TES 

other coal-fueled stoves, this one has a regu- E: P Ind 

lator to adjust heat from low, medium to high. " " ~ К 

It, too, has a barbecue pit option and a han- 1 

dle, making it so convenient to take with you Lea 5 Гедел 

anywhere, even to the beach this Holy Week! Js. Е ч 
We have three different coal stoves at home JONABEL 1 de 

and compared to the other two, this one is ће AEROBICS* 

most economical: P5 worth of coal lasts an 

hour. So bulalo costs ай of P30 to make, at six 

hours of cooking time and just one charcoal 5 EREE | 

change! Nilagang baka at P15, with no char- { PERSONAL ‘TRAINING | PER DAY | 

coal change! Beat that?! H SLOTS: 


It is also smokeless, making it worthy of a 
pal ie e : NO JOINING FEES! CREDIT CARD 
ene uu | OPTIONS AT 0%. 

Call Raul and Joy Mendiola at 4542040, Ў d MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL CENTERS. 
8173236 E FIRST 25 SLOTS. 


0919-3775294, 0917-4674798 or 0920- 
Per DILNCR PErmit #2787. Series of 2006. 


JOY Charcoal Stove. 


Decades after, with the surge in power and. 


Iam а culinary arts student wondering if 
you have a source for cheaper chefs uni- 
forms and clogs. I have asked around and 
they are quite costly. 

More power to you and thanks in ad- 
vance. 


RENTS игш Me EVE 
GREAT FACE & SKIN, BODY WHITENING | 

Free from all Body hair & Blemishes! 
Г C ч А — SU AE | GREAT CASH SAVINGS FOR MARCH!!! 


‘You might want to try Crocs professional 
series clogs from Colorado! 
1 got myself a red pair and they are so com- 


BUY 15 TREATMENTS 
GET 5 FREE 


ОМ SKIN, FACE & BODY TREATMENTS". FIRST 25 SLOTS. 


fortable! Though they feel kind of weird at 

first because they are too light, like you have 

jelly on your feet. It weighs six ounces. It is 

vented, so air passes through, keeping feet 

cool; itis slip», odor- and bacteria-resistant. It 

is also easy to clean—just wipe or wash and zd 

bleach! x А а > x 
am told that they are now used by those | -SAVINGS APPLY TO FULL PROGRAMMES, 
who stay on their feet for hours—doctors, 


Кеа chefs Ifyouaskme,theyarewonder FITNESS & SKIN HOTLINE | 


ful for gardening, yachting and just about 
anything. They have a beach and a flip-flop 8 8 7 3 5 3 3 
series as well! 


CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. rer on uca term szar series of 2000. 


DIAMOND ULTRAPEEL “HOT MASQUE BODY FORMER 


For beautiful, smooth For firming and inch loss. _ Lose 1,000 calories 
Chefs Garb Exchange Inc. is the authorized A 
distributor of Crocs Footwear. They also make CELLPHONE жу жуы 


chefs jackets and toques at reasonable prices. [| ем pMESOTHERAPY. sAQUAMID. °NUTRACELL-TACE -BOTOX PRESTYLANE, "WART REMOVAL 
Call Lex Adasa at 4282550. D (75466377) PERLANE "LASER ACNE TREATMENT "PERMANENT LASER HAIR REMOVAL *FACIAL "SKIN WHITENING 4) 


Traditional recipes ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
Heirloom recipes are by themselves little BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
treasures. Through them, we keep the CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
тнејоу/ са CEBU Luisa/Chryso 231-3254 
ew inane nsec lel oom ph GREENHILLS Eleanor/Juvy 726-6505 


SRGINCSOUTABEACIDET| | inuirc@slimmersworld.contiph LEGASPI VILL. LaniJonah 893-8935 


MEGAMALL Gina/Maureen 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Lorie/Dino 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 
TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 


Food Orders and Cooking Classes MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 

Caterings for all oceasion nO OAA 170024359 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196 

pnpa e T ‘SKIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750587/09183912510 BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196 
MALATE 5259891/09213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753 PASAY RD. 8873530/09156893088 PASIG 6473814/09275341314 


аге www groenglobalgourmatcom 


sea Transfer, 


salmon робат 


The lowest balance transfer rate is back- 
only from January 25 to March 31, 2006 
EasyTRANSFER your other credit card balances to 


BDO Shop More MasterCard 
and save as much as 50% on high interest charges! 


p oem 


[wi 


Limited offer only! EasyTRANSFER now! 
Call 631-8000 (within Metro Manila), 1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-Free) 
or visit the Shop More booths or BDO On-site at selected SM Malls. 


* Apiplcabieionlyto Easy RANSFER amounts that are ot least Php15,000.00 and charged on 12 or 18-month term, 
er DTHNCR Permit No. 0405 Series of 2006. 


HEAVEN and Eggs Omelette 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: ene 


LIFESTYLE 


SUSHIYA sushi platter 


Street food fr 
traffic 


from the madding 


Text by Linda B. Bolido 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


ARKET! MARKET! 15 NOW SERV- 
JM esie наив 
of points beyond. 

Whether you are a gourmet, a gourmand or 
simply someone wanting to experience other 
countries by savoring their distinctive cuisine, 
you can now get bites of Japan, Viemam, 
Thailand, Korea, China, and a few other exot- 
ic places in just one destination—the new 
Street Market. 

"Though designed like a group of sidewalk 

‚ eating places, the covered Street Market offers 
‘more comfort—you get to see the outdoors but 
are far away enough from the road to be spared 
the dust and the fumes. You don't get bumed 
when the sun is out and don't get drenched 
when it rains. The air under the market roof is 
kept а litle cooler than the actual temperature 
outside. Many of the eating places also have a 
few tables set up in enclosed, air-conditioned 
spaces. 

Street Market complements the collection of 
eateries and stalls on the other side of the malls 


It's like 
Singapore’s 
Newton. 
Square 
except it’s 
nicely low- 
key, and 
offers not 
just filling 
meals 

but also 
flavorful 


ASSORTED pastries from Icing's Cake and 


Coffee Shop 


рио 


MARKET! Market! and Ayala Malls executives: Francis Roxas, Norie 


Ubalde, Miriam Katigbak, Rowena Tomeldan, Charmaine Bauzon, 


Cora Dizon and Cathy Bengzon 


500 Ra Sang specializes in Korean dishes. 


HOTEL PHILIPPINE PLAZA presents All About 
Family Sunday Brunch at the Café Plaza Too and 
Poolside, complete with live entertainment and 
surprises like face painting, unicycling, clowns, 
balloon twister, and magic show, plus free use 
of the swimming pool during the day. The buffet 
spread includes kids’ favorites such as mini piz- 
таз, crispy fried chicken, chicken nuggets, hot- 
dogs, burgers, sausages and marshmallow. 
Food stations will offer pasta, barbecue, cotton 
candy, dirty ice cream, chocolate fountain and 
popcorn. Adults can enjoy the free-fiowing 
sparkling wine. Call Café Plaza Too at 5515555 
local 1531, and the Poolside at local 1555. 
PAVILION'S 


DINING OUT 
Rotisserie 


offers a graduation set menu consisting of 
Prawns Caesar Salad, Hats Off Onion Soup, 
Grilled Beef Tenderloin in Green Peppercorn 
Sauce with croquette potatoes, Caramelized 
Mango Chibouste with ice cream and pralines 
with a cup of brewed coffee or tea. Available for 
lunch or dinner for Р1,350++ per person until 
March 31. Call 5261212 local 2505. 


MANILA 


INTERCONTINENTAL MANILA'S Café Jeepney 
gives special treats to graduates. When partak- 
ing of lunch and dinner buffet with four or 
more persons, the graduate can choose be- 
tween a free buffet meal for himself or a com- 
plimentary bottle of house wine for hls group. 
At Prince Albert Rotisserie, graduates dining 
with a group of four or more guests will be en- 
titled to either a free bottle of house wine or 
one round of non-alcoholic drinks for his 
group. Graduates must present their diplomas. 
Call 8159711 for reservations. The special of- 
fer is from March 17-Арг\ 9. Café Jeepney also 


Sunday family brunch buffet 


ES A 
ASIDE from a wide selection of pastries, the Hotel Philippine Plaza's buffet includes kids" 
favorites like mini pizzas, crispy fried chicken, hotdogs, burgers, and marshmallow. 


offers Indian dishes until March 15. 


‘SUPER BOWL OF CHINA is serving all gradu- 
ates their choice of any of the restaurant's spe- 
айу noodle dishes for free until March 31 
Fora minimum purchase of P1,000 at any Su- 
per Bow! of China or Big Buddha restaurant, the 
graduate gets a free regular order of a noodle 
dish of his choice. 

Opening on March 11 is Super Bow! SM 
Valenzuela. 


CROWNE PLAZA GALLERIA presents 
Szechuan Sizzles” until March 15 at the hotel's 
Xin Tian Di Restaurant. The restaurant's guest 
master chef from China, LI Chen Heng, show- 
cases a taste of Szechuan such as Tea-flavored 
‘Smoked Duck with Chinese Bun, Spicy Dan Dan 
Noodles, Sautéed Lobster with Red Pepper and 
Deep-Iried Fish in Five Spice Powder. Call 
6337222 local 7240. 


SAKAE SUSHI offers Power Lunch set meals, 
Monday to Saturday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Set meals. 
include Tori Karaage, Unagi Kabayaki, Salmon 
Miso Nabe. Each entree is served with miso 
soup, gohan, salad, maguro sashimi, green tea 
and ice cream. Sakae Sushi is at The Fort, Cres- 
cent West Park, Global City. Сай 8435452. 


DIAMOND HOTEL invites you to celebrate your 
child's graduation at one of its restaurants. 

Palm Court Café offers sumptuous international 
buffets; Restaurant Le Bellevue, hearty Euro- 
continental specialties; and Yurakuen, authentic 
Japanese cuisine. Cocktail of the month for 
these restaurants and Palm Court Bar and Sky 
Lounge Music Baris Tropical Freeze, unique 
blend of citrus, arctic vodka, and curacao blue 
It comes with “Miko the Graduate” for the price 
‘of P550++. Miko Is the hotet's puppy mascot for 
the Year of the Dog. Call 5283000. 
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HAP Chan's Minced Pork with lettuce 


entrance—the distinctly Filipino Fiesta Market. 
Jie Pambid, dean of the Philippine School for In- 
terior Design, hung colorful oriental-looking 
lanterns and lamps (made of resin rather than 
the traditional paper) and set up a Zen garden 
with water fountains to give the Asian corner an 
authentic look 

You don't have to leave Street Market in 
search of a filing meal or a simple but flavorful 
snack. Some establishments are also not found 
elsewhere or only have one or two other outlets 
outside of the market. 

As of now, your choices of eating places in- 
clude Hap Chan, Soo Ra Sang, Vietnam Food 
House, Icing's Cake and Coffee Shop, Wa No Fu, 
Ersao, Koay Teow, Asian Noodles, Yakitori, Ho 
Dduk, Hong Kong Street Food, Koji, Kindori, 
Takoyaki, Drink It, Sushiya and Heaven and 
Eggs. 

‘You can buy snack items, chichirya and oth- 
ers from DEC, an oriental convenience store; Tr- 
effpunkt, a German-Swiss delicatessen and 
store; Korokke Japanese Snacks; Thai Deli; 
Shanghai Fried Siopao; Polland Hopia; Lord 
Stows Bakery; and Wang Mart. 

And if you decide to check out Street Market 
any evening soon you get an additional 
treat—some of the country’s top musicians are 
scheduled to perform weekends from 7 p.m. 
‘onwards at Market! Market! 

Catch Mojofly on March 10; The Club, March 
11; Sugarfree, March 17; Mayonnaise, March 
18; Kamikazee, March 24; Itchyworms, March 
25; Rivermaya, March 31; True Faith, April 1; 
Stonefree, April 7; and Kjwan, April 8. 

Market! Market! at Bonifacio Global City 
‘Taguig, is open 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Monday-Thut 
day; and 10.a.m.-9 p.m., Friday-Sunday. 


SOO Ra Sang shabu-shabu 


The joy of cooking... 


From page CI 


essence of Pinoy food and ancient 
family traditions alive. “Potluck” 
is one of those little books that 
give big insights into а family that 
takes great pride in their heritage 
and their cooking traditions. A 
great read as well as a fantastic 
source of traditional recipes from 
bygone days (red eggs, sinanglay, 
tapa to kalamay ћашћ), For ad- 
vance copies, 

6373621 and 6375141. 


Do you have a recipe for ini- 
haw na pusit and kinilaw? Am 
planning to cook it for my hus- 
band’s birthday. 


Wow! Inihaw and kinilaw with 
beer? Your husband will love you 
forever! Happy birthday to your 


hubby! 


Here are some of the recipes 
from the book “Potluck.” Exactly 
why you must get a copy! 


Seafood Kinilaw 
350 g fresh white fish fillet (la- 


ричари) 


150 g blanched shrimps, squid 
or baby octopus 

Yared onion, thinly sliced 

Уз cucumber, peeled and cut in- 
to thin round slices 


Yee spiced native vinegar 

1/8 c coconut milk 

Salt and pepper, to taste (You 
get the exact quantity of salt and 
pepper when you buy the book! 
Hahaha! lts joke!) 

Cut seafood to bite-size pieces 
and mix with vegetables. Add 
sauce ingredients and mix well 

Ler sit at least 15 minutes be- 
fore serving. Do not pre-marinate 
the fish, it will destroy the flavor, 

Garnish with chopped pork 
chicharon 


Anvil at 


Mario Binaday’s 
Inihaw na Pusit 

1 kg squid, tumor, cleaned 

Marinade: 

Yecsoy sauce 

Va c brown sugar 

yac native vinegar 

3 cloves minced garlic 

Ya tsp crushed peppercorns 

2-3 pessiling labuyo, sliced 

V с cooking oil (for basting) 

Combine in a saucepan, bring 
toa boil. Cool 

Pour half the mixture to mari- 
mate squid. Reserve the rest for 
basting and as dipping sauce. 

То the basting sauce, add Vi c 
cooking oil. Grill for seven min- 
utes, basting with sauce. 

Serve with reserve sauce for 
dipping, 


NENITA 


3 small tomatoes, yellow or 


red, halved 
L'A tbsp ginger, chopped fine 
2 tbsp scallions 


Sauce: 


1 tbsp calamansi 


My Gourmet Cucinera 3 class, 
starts next week. Call 6335162 or 
9289296 for schedules. 

E-mail the author at raspi- 
rasQinquirer.com.ph 
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AKLAN dish 

of inubaran, chicken. 
cooked in coconut milk ,{ 
‘with chopped banana 
pit (ubad) 


м, 
% 


> 


A taste of Aklan cooking in Boracay 


but I literally took flight 
(via Seair) to Boracay last 
weekend. What better way to 
escape the turmoil in Manila? 

I first visited Boracay ages ago 
when there was no mall or delin- 
eation of areas into what are now 
called stations. The food was ihaw- 
ihaw and German dishes of sausages 
and potato salad. 

‘The biggest thing then was an En- 
glish breakfast, which was really just 
bread, jam and butter. 1 had hoped I 
‘would find more Filipino cooking, es- 
pecially what I had on the main is- 
land, in the province of Aklan. 

Of ай the food we consumed in the 
province, it is inubaran that I remem- 
ber and miss most. Florencio Miraflo- 
res, then governor and now congress- 
man, kept his promise to a group of 
writers and photographers that we 
would get to taste the dish so identi- 
fied with Akan. 

Inubaran is chicken cooked in co- 
conut milk with chopped ubad, the 
pith of the banana plant. That first 
taste was pure bliss, a creamy soup 
with ubad bits that seem to take on 
the texture of rice. 

Inubaran was what 1 looked for on 
that first Boracay visit and every visit 
thereafter. But it was only last week- 
end that I tasted it again where we 
stayed, the Boracay Tropics Resort. 

‘Owners Bert and Cely Sarabia pre- 
pared a spread for lunch and what 
good fortune that they thought that 
there should be some cooking of the 


I T MIGHT SEEM FLIGHTY 


SUMAN Pasko, a special sumar 

of glutinous rice cooked slowly 

in liquid panocha done only during 
the Christmas season in barrio Old 
Buswang, Kalibo 


COUNTRY 
COOKING 


FA 


Micky Fenix ћ № 


place. 


Memories 

Tasting inubaran again brought 
back memories. Bert Sarabia is from 
Kalibo, and he reminisced about the 
cooking in his hometown. Binakol, he 
said, was chicken steamed in its own 
juice inside a bamboo that was 
‘cooked over charcoal. Tanglad, a bit 
of salt and probably chili were all 
that’s needed for the flavoring and 
aroma. Then he explained that the 
suman served to us by his wife Cely at 
breakfast and was, thankfully, still 
there at lunch, was only cooked in his 
barrio, Old Buswang in Kalibo. 

‘The suman was made of malagkit 
mixed with liquefied panocha and 
cooked for hours. The Sarabias must 
have asked the cooks to make an ex- 
ception for their guests that weekend 
as the suman was usually cooked only 
during Christmas. 

My own Aklan memories had to be 
dug up from old files. 

At one of the seaside beer gardens, 
where the waves constantly sent 
sprays of sea water on the cars parked 
along the shore, there was the best 
grilled food, fish and pork barbecued 
to perfection by grill masters. 

‘What caught my eye the moment we 
entered was the kinilaw of shrimps. It 
was the sweetest shrimp I've ever tast- 
ей despite its being cooked in what 
Doreen G. Fernandez described as “liq- 
uid fire,” a rather poetic description for 
down-to-earth vinegar. 

The sweemess was а sure sign of 
freshness, helped too, no doubr, by the 
coconut milk. But as a counterpoint, 
some salted black beans were added. 


Instant ‘sinigang’ 

We partook of the sinigang of 
shrimps, sour and hot and perfect for 
that evening. The researcher in me 


made me ask what souring fruit was 
used, expecting batuan, a souring 
round green fruit mainly used in the 
Visayas to be the answer. I almost fell 
off my chair from laughing when the 
waiter answered, "Knorr." No one, es- 
pecially those in the food business, 
can refuse convenience and an af- 
fordable alternative. 

Like many beer gardens, music was 
not piped in but was loud and fea- 
tured singer-wannabes. All the wom- 
en in our group ordered beer while 
the men had softdrink. Well, guess to 
whom they served the beer? 

‘At the eating area, we had a view of 
the mangrove, making us hopeful 
that Aklanons knew how the fence- 
like sea trees filtered the water, 
served as fish and crab sanctuary, pre- 
served the border between sea and 
land. Indeed, Cely Sarabia informed 
me that there was now an Eco Park 
Bakhawan, this time in the barrio 
New Buswang in Kalibo. 

Perhaps next time, the Sarabias 
will serve the other dishes I had in Ak- 
lan. There should be shellfish such as 
litob with the orange meat and the 
elongated bayuyan. Why not the sea- 
weed called laba laba that looks like 
green flowers? And please do have 
the shrimp kinilaw with coconut milk 
and salted black beans. 

Boracay boasts of good cooking but 
you usually hear of Italian pizza and 
gelato, Greek Portuguese or Spanish 
food. Try looking for Filipino food 
and you get the usual ihaw-ihaw, 
which isn’t something to sniff at and 
is an important part of our cuisine. 

But there are so many other dishes 
cooked away from the grill. We need 
to inform the many foreign tourists at 
this white-sand paradise about our fla- 
vor preferences and how we cook our 
excellent ingredients. And if we can 
tell them about Aklan and our country 
through the food, that’s better than 
any brochure or tourist guide. 


Seair flies 24 trips everyday to Bora- 
сау via Caticlan. Call 8490100. 


For reservations at Boracay's Tropics 
Resort Hotel, call 6871465 (Manila) 
or (6336) 2883034 (Boracay Island). 


Winners can end up losers 


By Linda B. Bolido 


THOUGHT I WAS LUCKY. I GOT 
ЈЕ text message saying, “Globe 

telecom G cash: congrats for win- 
ing Nokia 7610 in our network. To 
claim your prize plz call toll free tel. 
(prefix is 0906) DTI NCR permit 
#2838 series of 2005.” 

Then a friend forwarded this mes- 
sage: "D'auditors of (a foundation) 
inform u dat ur celfon no. won 
Php950,000.00 2nd prize winner 
draw last: 03/03/06. Call me now I'm 
Atty. ” The prefix of the 
senders number is 0910. 

If second prize is P950,000, 
makes you wonder what first prize 
is. Also makes you wonder what 
kind of work the foundation does to 
give away prizes like that. They 
probably do charity work for cell 
phone users. 

Scam artists deserve an A for ef- 
fort. Despite disclaimers from mobile 
phone companies (Globe, of course, 
said the message 1 got was a hoax, 
which I already knew because I didn't 
use G cash), they spend money send- 
ing out phony messages—from a sim- 
ple "you win 500 load...” to this im- 
pressive prize of close to а million, al- 
ways making it sound authentic by 
giving a DTI permit number. 

But "fees" are required to claim 
prizes from a few hundreds to a few 
thousands—and people never get 
their winnings. The seam must pay, 
otherwise why would these hoaxes 
continue? 


THE CONSUMER 


We can only repeat what has been 
said before and no doubt will be said 
again and again. If it seems too good 
tobe true, it usually i 


Incomplete information 

Tina Diaz is grateful that Alfonso 
Siy, a stockholder of Ace Water Spa in 
Реј Monte Avenue, Quezon City 
promised to act on her complaint. 

She explained that Ace was a hydro. 
spa offering relaxation in their vari- 
ous pools. She had the diligence to 
phone the company first to ask about 
“rates and requirements so as to be 
prepared for everything and not be 
inconvenienced.” 

She said the staff failed to specify 
regulations on swimming attire. "All 1 
was told was to bring towels and 
bathing suits." But when they got 
there, her husband's. swimming 
shorts were considered inappropri- 


ate. 

‘They brought the problem of mis- 
communication to the attention of a 
company officer. But she said the guy, 
instead of apologizing, insinuated 
that “consumers who make a fuss are 
only out to extract preferential treat- 
ment.” 

Diaz said, if they could not relax 
the rules considering they gave in- 
complete information, the executive 
could at least have given the assur- 
ance that steps would be taken to 


avoid such a problem in the future in- 
stead of hinting at some hidden agen- 
da behind her complaint. 

She said the employees, including 
the guards, were more courteous and 
apologetic. In her letter to Siy, Diaz 
said such behavior should have been 
displayed by an executive who, more 
than the employees, represented the 
company to customers. 

In his response, Siy apologized for 
his late reply saying he was away on a 
business trip and for the distress and 
inconvenience the incident might 
have caused. He added, “We duly 
place great importance on the con- 
duct of our employees. Thank you for 
bringing this matter to our attention. 
Rest assured your complaint will give 
us the opportunity to remedy any 
problem that may exist. We hope that 
you will give us another chance to 
Serve you.” 


Not PLDT’s 

Horace Lavides, media senior man- 
ager of the Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Company (PLDT), said the 
Internet dial-up service a reader was 
asking about (column of March 2) 
was not PLDT's. 


(Our regular columnist, Marietta V 
Giron, is indisposed. Please send letters to 
Consumer Соте; Lifestyle Section, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Ave. сос Mascardo and Yague Sts, 
Makati City; PO Box 2353 Makati Cen- 
tral Post Office, 1263 Makati; or email 
lbolido@inquirercom. ph —Editor) 


We need 

to inform 
foreign 
tourists 

in Boracay 
about our 
flavor 
preferences 
and how 
we cook 
our 
excellent 
ingredients 


Bo captivated 
by their groatost 
» hits in this. 

ing promo 
‘mall tour. 


IMAGO 


CENTER FOR ASIAN CULINARY STUDIES 
CAFE YSABEL RESTAURANT 
455 P. Guevarra Street, San Juan, Metro Manila 
Tel. Nos. 725-5089 / 726-0326 
afeysabe 


Email: cafeysabel@mydestiny.net 


Ens 


MARCH - APRIL SCHEDULE 
RECREATIONAL AND ONE-DAY BUSINESS CLASS 


BAKINGIGEASSES 


March 13, Monday- CHOCOLATE BAKED DELIGHTS, The uumste choisie goodies class! Che Junjun teaches baked 
а Se poa wil surely ауду. The stipe ae Choco-Calfee Cake, Chery Chocolate Main, Chocolue 
etme Cass Reve бризи Crah es and Chor Tes ead Tor PT SDE DO medial o 
юар т NEW CLASS, 


March 16 Thursdag- BROWNIES & ARS, Anederseriesofbekd goodies that you wil surely love, Che Junjun will make 
Же тм teen c of bemus aed brat are et Во popular find, ncw Navars and different. Strawberry Blondies, 
Nus бш Dulce de Leche Square Тарі Choco Decadence. Chery Almond Bars and is favorite. Dreom Bar 
PE SoS ecl ai ingrediens Bom 0:00-4:00 pam. NEW CLASS. 


March 22. вслід -BAKESIGP CAKES, Delicious bakesbop cakes willbe demonstrated by Pastry and Cake Decorstar 
аас е Моро Cake. Sichem Cake, Мосс Rol, Bicbery Cake with Semel and Chocolate 
Sec Pi ANO C cheimg aed rom [0:00-4:00 pan 


March 28, Tecvder - CHOCOLATE TEMPTATIONS. Tis lass sa тия for anyone with passion 1o create а dazzling 
CAS Ади Cong C) nil demonstras a variety of speciales le Double Chocolat Rum Cake Fluy 
ere Ce свесни Dir Ton. Fouries Chocolme Cue, Choate Peanut Runer Dome and Graham Chocolate 
Rouse for PL S000 cluding арб from 1020-300.) 


Marsh 29 Hidnculns = TRADITIONAL CAKES AND DESSERTS, ОМ time desserts that nobody teaches unymore, uly 
Manta rr del usas pcs Engan leto C anong, Caramel Bre Pudding, гул бету Meringue Cp. 
аскак Сас and rene Charon Recaps chal ingredients for P130.00 rom 1040-4 pom. NEWCLASS. 


Merck 20, Thurs - ASSORTED BARS, Pastry end Cake-Decorstor Che Ana Baluyut willbe demonsirating different kinds 
eee rete e бир Сес Pineapple йине Bars Rocky Road Fudge Вап, tme Meringue 
Rs Food For The Godsend Hanan Squares. Падрос ас трен rom 16:00- 3:00 pan. for 300.0 


Apri 02, Sunday - YUMMY BARED GOODIES, Let Chet Lanna Hemera, nur atest addition tthe CACS faculty formerly 
Ot Stes aches Operations Menage, demomirare er favorite baked goce sol as Angel Food Cake, $ Variations of 
Pound ake. Whe Cherie Pecan Hat Sm berry Cream Pull and Mango Cream Pull at can be ade for gift-giving is 
Тиши егт For? Wo 8 inclaing aii ingrediens fum 1090-4105. NEW CLASS- 


April [821,264 20 efe amd Fidei COOL KIDS CAN BAKE, тебански led with any recipes 
der Ede ee eta amd e Ges. Chef dnce Uy wil supervise m cias. Some ofthe rej at will be 
ue Сысы экз таео сати Butter Spiral Cookies Snowball Cones, Appl Cinnamon Мин, Sumber 
ун. Ores Cheesccale Banens Сиа Puz and ice Cream Cane Cakes. Ti will brady ln frum 1:00-4:00 pm. 
‘Thc тес or he sence P4000. 00 and dv inches recipe hondou, al ingredients and an apran (or P1,100.00 per day wihour 
сара}. Reserve forssloaou! NEW CLASS. 


COOKING CLASSE: 


Merch 0, асай -THAL EAVORITES L. Bangkok Chet Chariya Trap wl cach her forte Tha dies ike Tone 
MERE Па Pandan. € heken icon Carry зой Tako in имп ones. P1300 00 including all mgreicn fum 
орт 


ES 2 The recipes Han Thai Chef Chaiya Тика. Tom Kha Talaz: Варо 
IE Monge Salad, That lolo P1 on ВО fom 1:00 - 41 pam. 
enclose 


March 10, Friday- HOLY WEEK DISHES, fod dishes ane wat we love to cook and еш. Cher 
Mar E pe ciet tt hes ami sad Incnds, come amd jo hum а he demonstrates Baked laps 
Ae m Tina ла, Same Casserole, qund т Hac, Pees and Dill, Tuyo and Tomato Pasa for 1.300 00 
анти from 1000-40) p» NEW CLASS. 


puring tbe senson of en 


Sunder JAPANESE DISUES, Amber sct о Japanese dishes will be demonstrated by Chef Hiromi Ogi. the 
ER Us eT iy kanado. Kats Sandwich, Roni Salad, Spaghem Salad Curry Race Ж Katsu Curry Rice and 
КО Hamper Р! М Б cdg greens rom 1000-200 рн, NEW CLASS. 


March Ы. Torstar- PARTY CAPES, 1 е party des or pica-pica wil be demonstrated by Dea Lega of Gourmet 
аса The нерс are Min Tout wth Boland Tomo, Desp fred Calamar Rings with Two 
Tope Мни Poh риса жин Special Salsa. Песни». Fata of Минов, Spanish Salad fr Ttetamng. Арсо wi 


ыам шалы ве Side lor S000 cody all ород rm 100-00 p CASS. 


March 15, itrevler- CASSEROLES, New dishes rom Chef Toto Ere wil be demonstrate i this delicious cms. The 
Mer E e lici and пића С Casserole, Celery: Chicken and Рика! Casserole, Cui amd Squid 
CES МН аео! Coser Lamb ecole tle Provence and Stake А Beef Camerae for 1.500 0 inch ай 
apes fen I9. бон. NEW CLASS. 


March 17, Fridag- PULUTAN CLASSICS. Тезда! and lose Pulutan fare wibe dem 
rome ct ag. был Tana Селде, Cully Calamani Chace Fest wah Tawi, Сару 
Ре и УУ 


iratot by Che Toto Efe, The 
gong nd or 1300.0) 


March 12 Sunde 
eges бан Chet Tamah ines. our Pasiry Imarocior and frm 
TS Lac haas sendeich C neken Sandwich Сеча Ste, 3 Ким о Гану Pet 
‘Sales Basi Pet wa bogus of Assorted Spreads for P1200 00 ch 
CASS 


March 20, Mandar- ТШЕ SAUSAGE WORKSHIOL A, New 
‘iiss hac микс. Frosh hese Scape rer yel е 
ido Sewage Байый anges The esp cles 


МРЦ & HEALTH YE ALS, Th clas are for pple wa 
iy DOME Kt 


cat ight but stil вану fod soherare 
а Manges The recor are Healy 
$иксе Sample Carbonara, Меш 

Мань fo 1000-4 0pm. NEM 


sags from Chef Gene Gonzalez Ье Asturian Cura 
mang Vipan, Len hick Saag, rsh Suv 
Sent or 00 00 fum 1 00- p m 


Merch 2 Mendez -SPECLALEVERYDAY MEALS 4, Bufalo Wings Breaded Colmar with Cock Saves, Gries and 
MEC Таљ Камы Gourmet Cice and Mocha Mal Pe are the recipes from Chef Gio. Alle 
etapes netede алати ax PT. Mio 0 rom 00-4007 


March 3, Friday - FAMILY & PARTY TABLE DELIGHTS, Chet Lawrence Zafra, one of Cafè У chef and at the ste 
RC bevder ihe donire soene of hi lene reps Ис б-ашсе eet Poma, Парма Саш. Зе Fs 
‘HES esce d Aiah Sense, used am i Wine, Chanel or Wi Mushroom Mashed Potato, Clem wed Wine 
айнан Ом! oven Sic in Uns one-day Cooking demo. From 11 4 pror 300.00 тсир gradients NEW 
COSS 


1r 4 Mendez KIDS INTE KITCHEN, Summer i beve and bi wuld јоу doing wer wtp that woul iv: 
сш confit dog. пећ bat of сше sil wid the super don f adults Il Ana Baluyut tench hem. 
йет cps retin Ba sland nyt leu recipes, The ees ind Kindy 
‘find ce, Рә Sma, Chichen thd Fated Cooke би P00 0 from 10-3 
E 


deci 04. Тиси: PASEAINAELASIL Let Chef mo tach you S quick, аку and delight puntu recipes none har period, 
dee. Died CARLA dans enge Senes Cherie, Mushroom and Rossie Rol el Peper Sauce, Chicken and 
Siap Lemon Cite Seu, Peta Dianea айа Стоици, Pasa Salad with Honey Dil Dressing sd Оня Вишиска or 
PI ab адициона fm а-а бїр 


deri 05. Wednesda- POTLUCK PARTY DISHES, Going voa pardo have anything о bring, Heres he cas that wll 
SRS Nuvi Che omn make есин and appen des yow con share а the nex get together that 
Fang fees ae пре Han Н ано Data Beam Che Saipan, 
SESS, попа баца нс, Prom 1004 D pan fr P1300 OO incidingalimpredent. NEW CLASS, 


prt 06. Thucsder- SPECIAL EVERYDAY MEALS 4. Chef Gino in menm o pu a smile оп every person eet on the teble 
E rapari ni bosing es. Recipe ochde Cream of Spinach Soup, Cor, Aspatags and Gree Salad, $ nh 
Жааш Cete Meal ath Pos Graty und Pasco wah Honcy for Pl QU melde al greens fram 1:0 -4:00 
pm 


pet 07, Friday- KIDS IN THE KITCIIEN, DAY 2, Another dny of kads in the не wherein they wil eum Ship 
ME Scan see Chocolate rode sca Chup ortis for P1,300.00 from 10:00- Opan, 


doril 88. ханиа ALL d BOUT THAL FISU DISHES: 
RE Le lan demam Khao Pan Thalay (Seafood ned ucc a Dui Nom Prik Ка 
ig. P ew Nana Sis а eth Coco Come Buk Vane 
ша Raf Held Саный хин Papaya Salad) and Pa Pao дра Зара wal Tamannd and Onion Toes Sauce) fr 
Pr ton OO om 11 00- апр NEW CLASS. 


WE WOULD APPRECIATE IF YOU COULD CALL AT LEAST TWO DAYS BEFORE 
THE CLASS FOR RESERVATION. 


DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM 


The Рисна Culmary Aut Propam peces чает for ртом ent ine the od service wary | Fi 
са prog migrates имеш ad meom cue паланку tom the aest шыпа abroad wi kuchen 
MES Pride oent cam how to prepare soupe sane vegas ess, breads pastries ed dew. they wil 
КАТАТ med pouty. sh and selfish. Te ourse wil lo pode the побио lle 
umen sll esum ie precium р тоату table ere and back he ансори. 

ABA ACCREDITED FROCHANM, "fur rogram а handon img ere Jor sides in guin praficienoy w 
varese ts ecco pert at обома! mdi ma commercial kiehen. The чиет will ao prepare ойе ai be 
cda n t 

ener CAS ebd and be the Global Chet) Он орен he oniy vil ionem 

cx tem pga AI ou тыз четири e ode practcum propia f Ий) hu. T bi on program 

e ee tide reni a ge e pedes the gata cle Готан hd 
Virol emot chefs kit manual ond ithe trodes bese” NOTIDDES COST 


 ChefGenewiliench yuu i vore Thai Fish recipes far this ly 
"ata Paste 


VEED BY AYALA MALLS. 


At any given day, each Ayala МОй 5 full of life, 
Families spending time at the Glorietta: kids feeling at home in Alobang Town Center; the styish wining and ning at Gieenbett; Cebuanos 
having a sense of pide out Éha pene mai; ота Center Cebu; спа bargain hu нен eoe e је finds at Моќен Market! 


€: тотон рен 5 моа Ment во ыа of We. a Етна ‘worthy keeping Gs memoiy. Because only-af Ayia Malls can 
/eryone have Ihe lime of iheir Ме and ive if to ine fullest. 


